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SCHOOL ETHOS AND VALUES

Our Christian values are at the heart of the ethos of the school and through these we grow
individually and as a community. The Story of the Good Samaritan underpins our seven core
values of:

Honesty
Forgiveness
Empathy
Courage
Resilience
Kindness
Respect

These core values underpin our policies, procedures and the way we treat one another in
our community.

INTRODUCTION
This policy aims to:

e Provide clear guidelines on our approach to formative and summative assessment

e Establish a consistent and coherent approach to recording summative assessment
outcomes and reporting to parents

e Clearly set out how and when assessment practice will be monitored and evaluated

LEGISLATION AND GUIDANCE

Since the removal of National Curriculum levels in 2014, schools have been free to
develop their own approaches to assessment.

This policy refers to the recommendations in the Final Report of the Commission on
Assessment without Levels.

It also refers to statutory reporting requirements set out in the Education (Pupil
Information) (England) Regulations 2005: schedule 1.

ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES

Governors
Governors are responsible for:

e Being familiar with statutory assessment systems as well as how the school’s own
system of non-statutory assessment captures the attainment and progress of all
pupils

e Holding school leaders to account for improving pupil and staff performance by
rigorously analysing assessment data


https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/483058/Commission_on_Assessment_Without_Levels_-_report.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/483058/Commission_on_Assessment_Without_Levels_-_report.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1437/schedule/1/made
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2005/1437/schedule/1/made

Headteacher
The Headteacher is responsible for:

e Ensuring that the policy is adhered to

e Analysing pupil progress and attainment, including individual pupils and specific
groups

¢ Prioritising key actions to address underachievement

e Reporting to governors on all key aspects of pupil progress and attainment,
including current standards and trends over previous years

Teachers
Teachers are responsible for following the assessment procedures outlined in this policy

RECORDING AND REPORTING AIMS
At Sexey’s school the aims of recording and reporting are:-

- To recognise achievement and progression

- To support learning and assist students to reach learning targets

- To provide information to students, teachers and parents

- To promote high aspirations and expectation

- To provide information to support monitor and evaluating provision

TARGETS

Target grades or levels are set for each individual and by subject. These are set using the
analysis of a variety of data, which include Fisher Family Trust (FFT) and CAT4 tests. The
targets will be challenging, yet achievable, and will enable the school to raise attainment
and be in the top portion of schools in the country.

The targets are updated yearly as new national data is analysed. Baseline judgements
from KS2 and CATS will be used to create a target grade or level. Targets are not capping
or limiting a student’s progress or attainment but providing a mechanism for raising
student’s attainment and providing a goal for them to aspire to reach.

In the event of a target being achieved, exceeded or not appropriate for the student, we
will conduct a review for each subject to personalise targets. This will be conducted by the
heads of faculty, the SENDCo (if required) with the deputy Headteacher for curriculum.

KS3 PROGRESS

At three points during the year, students’ progress will be reported to progress in relation to
their prior attainment achieved during their SATs assessments at primary school. The
average of their English and Maths scaled scores will be used to determine a prior
attainment band for KS3 subjects on entry to Sexey’s, with their English and Maths scores
used to determine bandings for these subjects respectively. Low prior attainment is
determined as an average SATS scaled score of <100, middle prior attainment is 100-
109.9, and high prior attainment is 2110. These bandings align with those of the
DfE.Students arriving without prior attainment data will be assigned a band according to
baseline data (such as NGRT and CAT4 baseline testing).

Staff will use evidence such as classwork, homework and assessments to judge the
progress of students in relation to others in their prior attainment band. They will be

subsequently issued a progress category for each subject: Exceeding, Expected, Working
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Towards or Below Expected Progress.

KEY STAGE 4 & 5 ATTAINMENT GRADES

When Assessment of Learning takes place for students in Key Stage 4 & 5 their work will
be given an Attainment grade this will be a mechanism for recording and reporting on the
level of knowledge and skills they have acquired against assessment criteria/descriptor
aligned to the exam board specifications, these will be reported as Grades.

RECORDING ASSESSMENT DATA

Assessment data will be recorded into the school Arbor MIS in line with the school and MAT
assessment calendar. Teachers or departments may also record assessment data in their
own planners or electronic tools such as spreadsheets or faculty/ department-level trackers.
Progress over time will be tracked by teachers and recorded by students e.g. via paper
trackers in books/folders or an electronic equivalent. Students in KS5 will have an
assessment folder where all their assessments will be stored and kept with the teacher. This
will allow for moderation and review to take place throughout the year.

ATTITUDE TO LEARNING

At each reporting point, students’ attitude to learning will also be reported to parents for each
subject. The grading categories are: Excellent, Good, Satisfactory and Unsatisfactory. These
relate to teachers’ perception of each student’s engagement in learning, behavior in lessons,
their preparedness for learning (e.g. bringing the correct equipment/kit) and homework
submission.

REPORTING TO PARENTS
Reporting using nationally standardised summative assessment

Nationally standardised summative assessments used at Sexey’s School include:-
e CAT4 testsin Year 7
e NGRT Tests in Year 7 and 9
e GCSEs and vocational qualifications at the end of Key Stage 4,
e A-levels and other post-16 qualifications in Key Stage 5.

New Group Reading Tests (NGRT)

At Sexey’s School we will use NGRT test every two years, starting in September of year 7,
to monitor and report on progress in reading. This data will also support teacher’s
planning.

Parents will receive a report from the NGRT tests which will highlight knowledge and
fluency in reading and well as strategies to help them improve.

Cognitive ability tests (CATS)

Year 7 parents will also receive a report from the CAT4 tests, which will highlight their sons
or daughter learning styles, strengths and ideas for the parents to support the school.

Reporting using internal assessment data

We report to Parents using a range of mechanisms.



Daily online reporting

Parents are able to access key information on their son or daughter on a daily basis and
as required through Arbor, this includes reporting on;

- Behaviour
- Attendance
-  Homework set

Formal regular reporting
Annually Parents will receive:-

- 2 Attainment and Progress Reports
- 1 Full Report
Parents Meetings
Parents will be invited to attend a parents’ evening meeting each year, which may occur online.

Additional Support for Year 11
There will also be a ‘How to revise’ evening for the parents. This is to give guidance and

ideas to parents on how best to support the students with their revision and to best
understand the examination process.

LINKS WITH OTHER POLICIES

This assessment policy is linked to:

Curriculum policy

Teaching and Learning Policy

Non-examination assessment policy

SEND policy

School Calendar — contains assessment and reporting information.

POLICY REVIEW

This policy will be reviewed annually by Deputy Headteacher. At every review, the policy
will be shared with the governing board.



