
Curriculum maps with Christian and school ethos links: 2025 - 2026 

Subject: English Literature Edexcel    Year: 12 and 13   
Topics and 
links 
 

Paper One: Drama Paper Two: Novel Paper Three: Poetry Coursework 

Shakespeare Other play Modern novel 19th century novel Set poet/movement Forward Book of 
Poetry 

NEA 

Othello A Streetcar Named 
Desire 

 

The Handmaid’s Tale Frankenstein Poetry of Keats 
 

‘Poems of the 
Decade’ 

The Great Gatsby 
base text and one 

free choice 

Links with 
Christian 
beliefs 
 

The play explores 
profound 
Christian themes 
such as the 
destructive 
power of 
jealousy, the 
need for 
forgiveness, and 
the moral 
imperative of 
truth. 
Desdemona’s 
unwavering 
loyalty and 
sacrificial love 
reflect Christ-like 
compassion and 
grace, while 
Othello’s tragic 
downfall warns 
against pride and 
spiritual 
blindness. The 
narrative invites 
reflection on sin, 
repentance, and 
redemption, 
highlighting the 

A Streetcar Named 
Desire engages 
deeply with 
Christian themes of 
sin, grace, and the 
human longing for 
redemption. 
Blanche’s fall from 
grace reflects the 
consequences of 
moral failure, yet 
her yearning for 
love and 
forgiveness echoes 
the Christian hope 
for salvation. The 
play critiques the 
absence of 
compassion and 
mercy in a world 
driven by power 
and desire, 
highlighting the 
spiritual cost of 
cruelty and pride. 
Stella’s moral 
dilemma and 
Blanche’s final 
plea—“I have 

The Handmaid’s Tale 
critiques the 
distortion of Christian 
scripture to justify 
oppression, exposing 
how Gilead 
weaponises biblical 
texts to enforce 
control and strip 
away dignity. Yet 
beneath this critique 
lies a deeper 
affirmation of 
authentic Christian 
values: Offred’s 
longing for love, 
justice, and spiritual 
freedom reflects the 
Christian call to 
compassion, mercy, 
and human worth. 
The regime’s misuse 
of faith contrasts with 
the novel’s subtle 
plea for grace, 
forgiveness, and 
truth, inviting readers 
to discern between 
religious extremism 

Frankenstein explores 
Christian values 
through its portrayal 
of creation, fall, and 
the longing for 
redemption. Victor’s 
attempt to transcend 
natural limits echoes 
the sin of pride, while 
his rejection of the 
creature reflects a 
failure of 
compassion, 
forgiveness, and 
moral responsibility. 
The creature’s plea to 
be accepted as 
“Adam” evokes 
biblical parallels, 
highlighting his desire 
for love, dignity, and 
grace. Shelley’s 
narrative warns 
against playing God 
and neglecting the 
sanctity of life, 
inviting reflection on 
humility, mercy, and 
the ethical 

Keats’ poetry reflects 
Christian values 
through its 
meditations on 
beauty, mortality, 
and transcendence. 
His odes often 
explore the soul’s 
longing for 
permanence amid 
earthly suffering, 
echoing Christian 
themes of spiritual 
hope and 
redemption. In 
poems like Ode to a 
Nightingale and To 
Autumn, Keats 
reveres nature’s 
cycles and the 
sanctity of life, 
aligning with 
Christian ideas of 
divine creation and 
grace. His empathy 
for human frailty and 
pursuit of truth and 
beauty suggest a 
spiritual ideal, 

The Poems of the 
Decade anthology 
reflects Christian 
values through its 
exploration of 
compassion, 
justice, dignity, 
and moral 
accountability. 
Poems such as 
Eat Me, The 
Deliverer, and 
Giuseppe 
confront power, 
suffering, and 
forgiveness, 
prompting 
reflection on 
mercy, empathy, 
and the sanctity 
of life. Across the 
collection, 
themes of loss, 
truth, and human 
connection echo 
the Christian call 
to grace, hope, 
and ethical 
responsibility. 

The Great Gatsby 
reflects Christian 
values by critiquing 
moral decay and 
spiritual 
emptiness. 
Gatsby’s pursuit of 
an ideal mirrors 
misplaced faith, 
while the eyes of 
Doctor T. J. 
Eckleburg 
symbolise divine 
judgment. The 
novel highlights 
the absence of 
compassion, 
honesty, and 
forgiveness, yet 
through Gatsby’s 
longing and Nick’s 
reflection, it invites 
consideration of 
grace, humility, 
and redemption. 



consequences of 
moral failure and 
the hope of 
spiritual renewal. 
The Protestant 
beliefs of the 
early 17th 
century—
particularly ideas 
of divine justice, 
human fallibility, 
and the struggle 
between good 
and evil—are 
embedded 
throughout the 
text. 

always depended 
on the kindness of 
strangers”—invite 
reflection on the 
Christian call to 
love, dignity, and 
restorative grace in 
the face of 
brokenness. 

and the redemptive 
heart of Christian 
belief. 

boundaries of human 
ambition. 

inviting reflection on 
humility, reverence, 
and the eternal 
significance of the 
soul. 

Links with 
Sexey’s Seven 
ethos 

Othello illustrates 
the consequences 
of abandoning 
core values and 
the moral 
urgency of 
reclaiming them. 
Desdemona’s 
unwavering 
loyalty and 
bravery reflect 
courage, while 
her gentle spirit 
embodies 
kindness and 
empathy. The 
tragedy unfolds 
through a lack of 
honesty and 
respect, as Iago’s 
deceit and 
Othello’s mistrust 
corrode 

A Streetcar Named 
Desire explores the 
breakdown and 
restoration of core 
values in a 
fractured world. 
Blanche’s yearning 
for kindness, 
respect, and 
empathy contrasts 
with Stanley’s 
brutal honesty and 
lack of compassion, 
exposing the 
tension between 
vulnerability and 
dominance. The 
absence of 
forgiveness and 
resilience leads to 
Blanche’s 
psychological 
collapse, while 

The Handmaid’s Tale 
challenges students 
to reflect on the 
erosion and 
reclamation of core 
values in a society 
built on control. 
Courage is shown 
through Offred’s 
quiet defiance and 
inner resistance, 
while resilience 
sustains her hope and 
identity despite 
oppression. The 
regime’s 
manipulation of truth 
highlights the 
absence of honesty, 
and the lack of 
respect for women’s 
autonomy exposes 
systemic injustice. 

Frankenstein explores 
the breakdown and 
moral significance of 
core values through 
the tragic relationship 
between creator and 
creation. Courage is 
shown in the 
creature’s quest for 
understanding and 
Victor’s pursuit of 
knowledge, though 
both are tested by 
fear and guilt. The 
absence of kindness, 
empathy, and 
respect leads to 
isolation and 
revenge, as Victor 
fails to recognise the 
creature’s humanity. 
Honesty is 
compromised by 

Keats’ poetry invites 
reflection on core 
values through its 
emotional depth and 
spiritual sensitivity. 
Empathy is central, as 
Keats gives voice to 
human suffering, 
longing, and joy with 
profound 
compassion. His 
celebration of nature 
and beauty reflects 
respect for creation 
and the human 
experience. The 
pursuit of truth in 
poems like Ode on a 
Grecian Urn aligns 
with honesty, while 
his acceptance of 
life’s transience 
shows resilience in 

Exploration of the 
core values 
through themes 
of empathy, 
resilience, and 
moral truth. 
Poets confront 
trauma, injustice, 
and identity with 
courage and 
honesty, while 
moments of 
kindness, 
forgiveness, and 
respect offer 
emotional depth 
and human 
connection. The 
collection invites 
reflection on the 
values that shape 
ethical and 

The Great Gatsby 
explores Sexey’s 
Seven core values 
through its 
portrayal of 
ambition, loss, and 
moral reflection. 
Honesty is 
compromised by 
deception and 
illusion, while the 
absence of respect 
and kindness leads 
to betrayal and 
emotional harm. 
Gatsby’s 
unwavering dream 
shows resilience, 
and Nick’s moral 
growth reflects 
courage in 
confronting truth. 
The novel’s tragic 



relationships. The 
absence of 
forgiveness leads 
to irreversible 
loss, and 
characters like 
Emilia 
demonstrate 
resilience by 
speaking truth 
despite personal 
cost. Through its 
emotional 
intensity and 
moral complexity, 
the play invites 
students to 
reflect deeply on 
the importance of 
living by these 
values. 

Stella’s choices 
raise questions 
about courage and 
moral compromise. 
The play invites 
students to reflect 
on the cost of 
ignoring these 
values and the 
human need for 
dignity, truth, and 
emotional 
connection. 

Moments of kindness 
and empathy—
between handmaids, 
or in fleeting 
memories—offer 
glimpses of humanity 
within brutality. The 
novel also 
underscores the need 
for forgiveness, both 
personal and societal, 
as characters seek 
healing from trauma 
and betrayal. 

secrecy and denial, 
while the lack of 
forgiveness fuels a 
cycle of suffering. Yet 
the creature’s 
resilience—his 
persistence in seeking 
meaning and 
connection—invites 
reflection on the 
enduring human 
need for dignity, 
truth, and moral 
responsibility. 

the face of mortality. 
Moments of kindness 
and forgiveness 
emerge in his gentle 
tone and 
understanding of 
human frailty, and his 
poetic courage to 
confront death and 
melancholy reveals a 
quiet but powerful 
inner strength. 

compassionate 
living. 

arc invites 
reflection on 
forgiveness and 
the human need 
for empathy in a 
world driven by 
status and desire. 
 

 
 


