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WELCOME
As we close the year, we reflect 
on all that we have achieved this 
term. I’d like to start by thanking 
my staff, students and of course 
all parents for your support.

It’s been wonderful to see the 
school coming back together 
as a community. Firstly to mark 
Remembrance Day and then to 
once again visit St Mary’s the 
Virgin for our Christmas Carol 
Service. 

This term we’ve had successes 
in Hockey, with three out of four 
teams making it into the league 
finals and a big well done to 
our Year 9’s who came second 
against a very stong Holyrood 
team.

As always, I am so proud of the 
kindness our students show to 
one another, especially to those 
that are new to the school. It’s 
been a joy to see students take 
full advantage and embrace 
every opportunity provided to 
them by the school with both 
hands.

Thank you all for supporting our 
events this year and we hope to 
bring more exciting fundraising 
opportunities next year.

I wish you a very restful and 
peaceful Christmas and look 
forward to welcoming everyone 
back in January.

Congratulations to Lilly W in Year 
9 for achieving her Black Belt 1st 
Dan in Tae Kwon Do. 

Lilly, who has shown complete 
dedication to the sport, travelled 
to Daventry earlier this month for 
her Black Belt Grading. She will 
now work towards stars until she 
can go for her Black Belt 2nd Dan 
when she is 16.

Helen Cullen, 
Headteacher

Anti-Bullying Week 2022
This term the school took part in Anti-Bullying Week 2022 from 
the 14th to the 18th November. This year the theme was Reach 
Out.

Thank you to all the students who helped us kick off the week 
by wearing odd socks for #OddSockDay. 

From students and teachers to parents 
and influencers to politicians, we all have a 
responsibility to help each other reach out. 
Together, let’s be the change we want to see. 
Reflect on our own behaviour, set positive 
examples and create kinder communities.

Tae Kwon Do Success!
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 WE WILL 
REMEMBER THEM

Remembrance Day was marked with an in-school 
service in memory of all the men and women who 
have given their lives in service to their country.

Members of the Year 11 Prefect Team 
spoke about the importance of the poppy for 
remembrance and 11 things you might not know 
about the simple flower. This was followed by a 
solo performance from Louisa G who sang ‘In 
Fields of Gold’ and a reading of ‘In Flanders Field’ 
by Mattias F.

Students in the Combined Cadet Force led by 
Captain Sainsbury School Staff Instructor and 
members of the school community and other 
uniform organisations laid wreaths to remember 

the fallen. A two-minute silence was held at 11am.

Heads of School, Anna C and Hal AD read the 
names of former staff and students from Sexey’s 
School who gave their lives in combat. Students 
from Sexey’s Sixth stood in turn as each name 
was called to represent the 102 soldiers lost.

‘I vow to thee our country’ was performed by Fred 
J followed by a Remembrance Day prayer read 
by Mrs Cullen. The school all sang the National 
Anthem to end the service.

We are delighted to announce that we have been given a 
Bronze award for young carer support and the work we do to 
make sure students don’t miss out on a high quality education
because they are young carers.

The Young Carers in Schools programme helps primary and 
secondary schools improve outcomes for young carers and 
celebrates good practice through the Young Carers in Schools 
Award.

Mrs Cullen said “I am immensely proud of the staff at Sexey’s School who work hard to establish and 
sustain strong relationships with students, so that they feel valued, cared for and supported. The Pastoral 
Team, led by Mrs Clare Wilson are an inspiration to us all, going above and beyond to support students, 
especially our Young Carers.

Bronze Award for Young Carer Support
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END of TERM
ART & DESIGN
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DUKE OF EDINBURGHDUKE OF EDINBURGH

This term 47 bronze students started their physical/skills/volunteering activities and attended the 
after school training sessions. 

Ten year 10 students successfully completed their silver training expedition on the Quantocks in 
September.  The weather was particularly disagreeable, but the student’s positivity and resilience 
carried them through to the end! Thank you to parents for sorting all the wet and smelly rucksack 
contents!

Well done to all last year’s participants whose 650 hours of volunteering with a social value of 
over £3,000 benefitted the local community with their energy, effort and help. We are always 
looking for more volunteering opportunities for students so please email Mr Hamlin if you are 
part of an suitable organisation at dhamlin@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk 
                       

Disney Pixar Club
Our Year 7s and 8s have been enjoying the 
Disney Pixar Club this term - what a great 
turnout! 

Escapeline is a brilliant charity committed to 
the prevention of child exploitation across 
the southwest of England. We have been 
privileged to have them support us as a 
school sharing knowledge and support to both 
staff and students and contributing to keeping 
our community safe. 

These Peer Mentors will now be delivering 
assemblies across the school and offering 
advice and support.



6 www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

Merry Christmas from 
the Boarding Houses!

AUTUMN ROUNDUP
As we reach the end of the 
autumn term we can look 
back at all the amazing 
achievements that have 
happened in boarding. Despite 
the many challenges all our 
boarders face living away from 
homes, family or guardians we 
have all still come together as 
one boarding community.

I know I have said it many 
times before, but the sense of 
community that all our boarders 
and staff continue to create 
is without doubt one of our 
greatest strengths.

Boarding continues to grow 
in numbers and we have 
welcomed many new boarders 
from different parts of the world, 
be it our influx of boarders 
from Bermuda or the boarders 
joining us from the Island of 
Sark, Senegal, the Seychelles 
or Norway to name a few. 

We really are becoming a 
boarding school of choice both 
domestically and internationally, 
which can only help to enrich 
all the boarders lives whilst they 
are in our care.  As a school we 
are certainly not sitting still in 
terms of recruitment and both 
myself and Mrs Cullen continue 
to travel and promote the school 
to everyone we can to drive the 
school and boarding forward and 
provide more opportunities to 
our community.

We look forward to seeing what 
both houses will offer in terms 
of trips in the new year, be it 
sailing or going to Bristol Wave, 
or I hear some potential skiing 
or snowboarding may be on the 
horizon, but still with the regular 
shopping trips, theme park, 
football or the new local laser 
tag facility.

We say goodbye to our 
amazing gap students Miss 
Neath and Miss Brown whose 
professionalism, work ethic, 

laughter, support and 
friendships will be hugely 
missed by all, they really had 
become integral in the boarding 
community. They will remain 
forever as part of the Sexey’s 
journey and we wish them well 
on their next steps and will 
welcome them back with open 
arms at any point in the future.

Have a fantastic Christmas 
break, spend time with friends, 
family, eat loads and create 
more everlasting memories!
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Thank you to those who joined us for the Bruton Community Fireworks 
Night. It was a fantastic evening and we are delighted to have met 
our fundraising target of £1,500. Thank you to Bruton Primary PSA for 
helping us to deliver the event and to all our sponsors, volunteers, food 
vendors and staff who made the event possible. 

Over the past few years our fundraising efforts have been restricted due to COVID but previously 
the group has raised funds for a range of vital educational resources from field trips to library                  
furniture to microphones. Next year we want to raise much more. And we’re looking at some 
imaginative ways to ‘add value’ to the school as well.

We are looking for new members to join us and help us raise as much money for the school 
as possible. If you have a fundraising idea and would like to get involved please come along to 
our next meeting on Wednesday 25th January 2023 at 4pm. To register to attend please email                                
foss@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

FRIENDS OF Join us!
Fundraising at Sexey’s is co-ordinated by Friends of 
Sexey’s School (FOSS), a group of committed volunteers. 
Anyone in the local community is welcome to join the group 
from parents, staff, ex-students to local businesses owners.

We understand that attending meetings isn’t for everyone, and many of 
you may be too busy or too far away to commit your time. Luckily there 
are plenty of ways you can support us to help raise money for the school 
that involves very little time and effort! To find out more visit our website 
using the QR code. 
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 Sexey’s Sport

The U16 girls played in a friendly tournament at Holyrood this term and 
came away with two comfortable wins, a draw, and a defeat against a 
good Holyrood side. The team showed brilliant teamwork throughout. 

We are so proud of how far they have come as a team, and they are 
playing some excellent Rugby. Player of the game was Kiki K for some 
huge tackles and excellent support in attack.

Hockey
This term three out of four teams made it to the league finals and Sexey’s hosted their first finals for 
Years 7 and 9.

Year 9 came 2nd in the league finals out of seven teams in the league and three in the finals. They 
were undefeated in the league and lost 5-2 in the final against a strong Holyrood side.

Amelia M made huge progress as captain throughout the 
season and the team worked brilliantly together. Layla H played
in goal for her first season, Rosie M (Y8) played up for year 9 
team all season and got player of the game in the final. Iva A and 
Amelia G scored in the final.

Rugby

The Year 7 boys rugby team have made a great start to their Sexey’s 
rugby career and remain undefeated against a number of local and 
district schools that include a Millfield team as well. They have come 
away with trophies from local tournaments held at North Dorset Rugby
Club and Castle Cary Rugby Club. It is also so pleasing to see a 
number of boys play in the team that are new to the sport, they have 
taken the opportunity with both hands and they have been a pleasure 
to coach and take to games. We could mention so many names but 
newcomers Alfie H and Jake F deserve a mention as well as Hunter
M and Arnie H who at times were unplayable to the opposition. Well 
done and we are looking forward to next season already!

Our Years 10’s recently played Ansford’s Year 10 rugby team. We had a selection of Year 9 players to 
support our Year 10 team and they proved invaluable in the match. The game started very lively, with 
many of the players knowing each other outside of school. Ansford clearly had been well drilled and 
their defensive line was going to be difficult to breakdown. However some loose, broken play allowed 
some of our runners to cut through the Ansford defence and score out wide. Harrie W was unable to 
add the conversion, score 5-0. They kicked off to us and we continued our pressure, however their 
scrum was formidible and was a good source of ball for them. We had a few attacking runs but were 
brought down and turned over by a very good Ansford defence.  Half time.

The second half saw a more measured approach from Sexey’s and we seemed to be finding our feet a 
little more, we had countless scrums near to the Ansford try line and finally the ball popped out and the 
Ansford scrum half missed the ball as it bobbled over his try line and Sam H was on hand to squeeze 
through and reach out and dot the ball down for a try, 10-0. Once again the conversion attempt was 
went wide.

This time Ansford kicked off and the kicker regained his drop out and was quick enough to run down 
the left wing and squeeze in for a try in the corner, his conversion was unsuccessful and score was 
10-5. There was now only 1 minute of play left and Sexey’s kicked off and were able to contain Ansford 
and get them out of touch for the match to finish as a win for Sexey’s.  A good way to round off their 
rugby season which has been short this year, but they have had two wins.  We are looking to have a 
return fixture against Ansford in the New Year under lights at Castle Cary RFC.
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In October we were proud to be part of The Queen’s Green Canopy project.

The Queen’s Green Canopy (QGC) is a tree planting initiative created to mark Her Late Majesty’s 
Platinum Jubilee, which invited everyone across the UK to plant trees. The initiative has been extended 
to the end of March 2023 to give people the opportunity to plant trees in memoriam to honour Her 
Majesty.

Year 8 students Hal and Teyla, with the help of Lord Lieutenant Annie Maws 
and the Mayor of Bruton Ewan Jones, planted a magnolia tree in front of the 
main school on Wednesday 5th October. Mrs Cullen and Sixth 
Form students Oscar and Lydia also attended the event. Mrs Maws was also 
accompanied by her Deputy Lieutenant Ted Allen.

Mrs Cullen, said: “It was an absolute pleasure to welcome Mrs Maws to the 
school and we were privileged that our tree planting was one of her final duties 
as Lord Lieutenant.”

Annie Maw has been the monarch’s representative in Somerset for nearly eight years. Mrs Maw said: 
“It has been the greatest honour of my life to serve the monarchy and the people of Somerset in this 
role. It truly has been an immense privilege.”

You can view all the trees planted around the country on the QGC website at                                             
https://queensgreencanopy.org 

We were also delighted to receive a letter from Buckingham Palace after a royal card was delivered just 
weeks before the monarch’s death.

Year 9 students Ali and Amelia wrote to the late Queen to inform her of the school’s Platinum Jubilee 
events earlier this year. On returning to school after the summer holidays they were amazed to receive 
a letter from Richenda Elton, the late Queen’s lady-in-waiting.  
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AUTUMN ROUNDUP BY STUDENT                     
HEADS OF SCHOOL ANNA AND HAL

It has been a very busy first term 
of school at Sexey’s Sixth Form, 
we’ve all celebrated some great 
highs, and accomplished some 
amazing things.

We kicked off September by 
welcoming the new Year 12s into 
Sexey’s Sixth, shortly followed 
by a pumpkin carving ice breaker 
one evening after school, this 
really enabled both year groups 
to integrate and bond. This was 
a super special evening which I 
know everyone enjoyed – there 
was a buzz around Sixth Form 
the following days as everyone 
was hanging out with their 
newfound friends!

This term has been quite an 
academically intense term 
for Year 13, as we have just 
completed another round of 
mock exams, along with many of 
us preparing for, and submitting 
our UCAS applications. We 
all so especially grateful to 
Mrs Crombie for helping us all 
through the UCAS process and 
making sure we get everything 
right! 

I know we are looking forward to 
the Christmas holidays for a time 
to recharge and spend time with 
family and friends (and hopefully 
receive a university offer or 
two!), before returning to school 
refreshed and ready, in the new 
year.

Many of us have also been 
fortune enough to go on some 
school trips this term to support 
with our work in lessons, and 
roles within sixth form. Early 
on in September, the senior 
student leadership team 
had the opportunity, to visit 
Wells Cathedral School for a 
conference based around how to 
be the best student leaders, with 
workshops on public speaking, 
and team building, to ensure we 
make the best decions for our 
fellow students. Furthermore 
– many Art and Photography 
students visited several Bristol 
art galleries and exhibitions, and 
with English Literature students 
going to see Othello live in 
theatre in Southampton. 

Before half term, the senior 
prefect team organised a mufti 
day, in aid of charities ‘Mind’ and 
‘Cancer Research UK’ with all 
students being challenged to 
wear the colour purple to show 
their support.

All students in school paid a 
suggested £1 donation, which 
resulted in raising hundreds for 
these all-important charities.

It has been a great term for 
sporting too, with several rugby, 
football and hockey matches 
taking place. We have had recent 
landslide victories against King’s 
Bruton on the football pitch, and 
Sherbourne Girls on the hockey 
Astro. Along with our successful 
first mixed match against 
Gryphon School.

I think we can all agree that it has 
been a great first term back, but 
we couldn’t have done it without 
the support and dedication of our 
wonderful sixth form team made 
up of Mr Brooker, Mrs Crombie 
and Mr Moise, along with all of 
the tutors. We also say goodbye 
to our marvellous GAP students, 
Miss Brown and Miss Neath, as 
they head back to sunny New 
South Wales - Australia, after 
spending a year with us, helping 
both the lower school, and sixth 
form, in PE lessons and boarding 
life – we wish them all the best 
with their futures. We hope you 
all have a lovely Christmas 
break, and we look forward to 
welcoming all our sixth form 
students back in January. 
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Our photographers explored 
Bristol harbour side, taking 
photographs of the famous 
cranes, Banksy artwork and 
surroundings.

Students then ventured to the 
Arnolfini to view Bharti Khers- 
the body is a place exhibition 
and Journey of the mind 
exploration. Students were 
able to physically write on the 
walls their thoughts, offering 
a unique perspective on the 
mind, sparking curiosity and 
self-reflection. 

 Students also had the 
opportunity to explore Bristol 
Museum and Art Gallery, 
which is an impressive 
traditional architectural 
building, housing everything 
from Banksy artworks, 
contemporary and traditional 
artworks and photography. 

Students from GCSE and A Level 
Art & Photography took part in a 
Bristol Creative Trip on Thursday 
17th November to gain valuable 
firsthand inspiration for their 
projects. Everyone taking part 
visited four exhibitions, museums 
and gallery spaces.  

The trip began with Bristol’s 
famous M Shed– looking into 
Bristol History and its many 
interactive displays, followed by 
Spike Island, where students were 
able to take a look at artworks 
by Rosemary Mayer, Ways of 
Attaching, showcasing some 
incredible fabric installations. 
Students also had the opportunity 
to view large scale fabric paintings 
and a documentary video.

Bristol Creative Trip

Well done to Hannah P who was the winner of 
our Christmas Card Competition and appears on 
the front cover of our newsletter. We had some 
fantastic entries, some of which can be seen here. 
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Stay in touch! Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and of course online. Term dates 
can be found at: www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/parents/term-dates/

  WELCOMING YOU BACK...
• Monday 2nd January: Bank Holiday/Boarders return to the Boarding Houses (from 6pm)
• Tuesday 3rd January: School term starts

We have given library 
inductions to all our year 7 
tutor groups so that our largest 
cohort of new joiners knows all 
about the process of checking 
books in and out, and is 
aware of all the other activities 
they can take part in in this 
wonderful space. 

We have been delighted that 
so many of our year 7s (and 
even some older students!) 
have devoted their lunchtimes 
enthusiastically to our Harry 
Potter themed colouring sheets. 
Mrs Baker and Miss Weller 
can’t wait to use all the beautiful 
colouring to decorate the library. 

We have also been pleased 
to receive a number of book 
reviews, which we can also use 
to decorate the room and are a 
great help to other students who 
can learn about different books 
and use them as inspiration to 
find new things to read. Thank 
you very much everyone!

Library News...
We have been thrilled to welcome students back in to 
the library this term. 

Chess is proving a popular 
and competitive pastime here 
in the library. It seems there is 
not an inch of space that is not 
dedicated to chess during break 
and lunchtimes. A big thank you 
to Mr Apps and Merlin S (Year 
12), who expertly guide and 
supervise our aspiring chess 
stars multiple times a week!

Towards the end of this term, 
we have held Christmas-
themed tutor reading sessions 
with our year 7 and 8 tutor 
groups. We have enjoyed 
sharing extracts from the 
timeless Christmas stories, How 
The Grinch Stole Christmas and 
A Christmas Carol, along with a 
modern retelling of the nativity 
story. Students have engaged 
positively with these sessions, 
and have had fun drawing 
comparisons with friends and 
older siblings who remind them 
of Christmas humbugs The 
Grinch and Scrooge!

Speaking of Christmas, we 
have been blown away by the 
response of our parents and 
alumni to our library Christmas 
book appeal. Everybody has 
been incredibly generous so 
far, which is all the more special 
when our family budgets are 
stretched that bit more thinly 
this year. A heartfelt thank you 
to all families and individuals 
who have been able to help 
our library this term, it is much 
appreciated.

If you would like to purchase a 
book from our school Wishlist 
please visit the news section on 
on website for details.

Finally, a big well done to Layla 
D in 7SCA&SRE for winning 
our Guess The Book Cover 
competition. The correct answer 
was, of course, Ratburger 
by David Walliams. We hope 
you enjoyed your Cadbury’s 
Miniature Heroes Layla! Mrs 
Baker and Miss Weller will put 
our thinking caps on for next 
half term’s competition…


