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MOVEMBER CHALLENGE
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WELCOME
As we close the year, we 
reflect on all that we have 
achieved this term. I’d like 
to start by thanking my staff, 
students and of course all 
parents for your support.

In the last week alone 
we have celebrated our 
students’ successes in 
Sport with our Bint Shield 
interhouse hockey games 
and our dontion drive for 
Bruton Friday Foodbank. I 
hope that you enjoy reading 
about these plus all our 
other activties this term in 
the following pages.

We finished the term with 
a virtual Christmas Carol 
Service and I would like 
to thank all the staff and 
students who took part and 
to those that joined in from 
their classrooms.  

I am so proud of our 
students for the way in 
which they continue to 
adapt and thrive in the 
current circumtances. 

I wish you a very restful and 
peaceful Christmas and 
look forward to welcoming 
everyone back in January.

Congratulations to one of our Year 10 Drama students for 
a tremendous accomplishment. After a rigorous national 
audition process, they have succeeded in joining the 2022 
Easter Season for British Youth Music Theatre.

Helen Cullen, 
Headteacher

Anti-Bullying Week 2021
This term the school took part in Anti-Bullying Week 2021 from 
the 15th to the 19th November. This year the theme was One 
Kind Word. 

Kindness is more important today than it has ever been. 
The isolation of the last year has underlined how little acts of 
consideration can break down barriers and brighten the lives of 
the people around us.

Thank you to all the students who 
helped us kick off the week by 
wearing odd socks for 
#OddSockDay. 

Remember that just one 
kind word can make a 
world of difference.

Drama Success!

British Youth Music Theatre  
is the leading music theatre 
company for young people aged 
11-21. 

They work across the UK and 
Ireland with leading industry 
professionals to offer unique 
opportunities and high-quality 
training to young singers, actors, 
dancers and musicians as well 
as emerging artists and stage 
technicians.
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 WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

Remembrance Day was marked with an in-school 
virtual service in memory of all the men and 
women who have given their lives in service to 
their country.

Students in the Combined Cadet Force led by 
Mr Paul Sainsbury, School Staff Instructor, and 
members of the school community and other 
uniform organisations laid wreaths to remember 
the fallen.

The moving servce was lead by Mrs Cullen, 
a Remembrance Day prayer was read by the 
School Chaplain Mr Johnathon Hall followed by 
the Lord’s Prayer.

Rebecca F and Holly S, Year 13, read the names 
of former members of the School who gave their 
lives in combat before a minutes silence was 
held. 

Well done to Ben L, Year 13, who led this 
year’s Movember campaign at Sexey’s. 

Movember is the leading charity geared 
towards changing the face of men’s health.   

Ben said “This is a charity that does amazing 
work to help improve cancer treatment and 
gain more research for prostate and testicular 
cancer. As well as funding and creating more 
young men’s mental health resources. 

“Thanks so much to everyone who joined in 
and got behind this important cause.”

 Sexey’s Sixth take on the Movember Challenge

Sexey’s Sixth students with Mr Carpenter
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END of TERM
ART & DESIGN

and
PHOTOGRAPHY  

MONTAGE

Austin O, Year 7. Exploring the formal elements, Austin has taken this photograph in a 
practical lesson exploring colour. His photo captures complementary colours well, where 
the red berries stand out against the green leaves. 

Heidi NG, Year 9

 Julian M, Year 8 

Milla M. Year 10. Milla has made an amazing start to GCSE photography 
and has demonstrated incredible presentation skills, as shown by her 
sketchbook, exploring techniques such as shutter speed, aperture & 
composition so far.

 Anoushka L, Year 7

Year 7, 8 & 9 Students have focused this term on exploring a range of media in their 
Art lessons, creating samples to support their themes of Structures, Natural Forms and 
Identity. Students have researched relevant artists and have gained a great understanding 
of presentation.

This image collectively depicts images created by Year 12 
photographers looking at camera less processes.

 Alexis T, Year 9 

Ola K, Year 8. Ola has used the skills she has learnt this term 
to create her own Photomontage inspired by Maria Rivens. 
Ola has collated images sourced online, and collaged them to 
create this new image in her style.
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We’ve teamed up with Against Breast Cancer to 
collect your unwanted or unloved bras as part of 
their bra recycling scheme. 

Our Bra Bank will help to raise vital funds for 
pioneering breast cancer research and will 
also support small businesses in developing 
countries in Africa and around the world. 

DUKE OF EDINBURGHDUKE OF EDINBURGH

15 Year 11 students persevered through some wet and windy weather in late September as part 
of their Silver D of E on the Mendips. 

Fortunately, a significant birthday for one of the students meant there was plenty of cake on hand 
to lift spirits! The student’s navigation and cooking ability has improved immeasurably, alongside 
some very competitive uno card games in the evening!  The qualifying expedition in the summer 
after GCSE’s will be a fitting finale to their yr 11 at Sexey’s.       
                                                                                                            Mr Hamlin

Fabulous food
 Julian M, Year 8 

Milla M. Year 10. Milla has made an amazing start to GCSE photography 
and has demonstrated incredible presentation skills, as shown by her 
sketchbook, exploring techniques such as shutter speed, aperture & 
composition so far.

It’s time to bin your bra! 

For every tonne of bras collected, Against Breast 
Cancer receives £700 to fund our research. With 
over 30 million women in the UK you could really 
help make a difference! 

Our Bra Bank is located in reception so please 
bring in any bras you no longer need! 

This project prevents 
the bras from going into 
landfill before giving 
them a new lease of 
life in countries such as 
Togo, Ghana and Kenya, 
where bras remain 
expensive to produce 
locally.

Students have been busy this term cooking up 
lots of tasty dishes. Our Year 8s made Tomato 
and Basil quiche and Pizza with nutritional 
information and our Year 9s cooked up some 
Pizza Swirls. 

Our Year 11s have been workking hard on 
presentation methods and NEA2 coursework 
dishes. They all look rather delicious!
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Merry Christmas from 
the Boarding Houses!

AUTUMN ROUNDUP
We welcomed the return of 
school sport, music and other 
co-curricular activities this term 
and many boarders were back 
playing club football, rugby, and 
hockey. 

It was brilliant to see a 
few boarders on the DofE 
expeditions and some new 
boarders signing up to join the 
programme. 

We have been incredibly 
lucky in boarding this term 
to offer a full programme 
of activities and learning 
opportunities. Highlights have 
included the residential trip to 
Bournemouth, which in some 
rather challenging weather, it 
was great to see so many day 
and boarding students working 
together and create lasting 
memories.

Within the boarding houses 
we have welcomed our new 
boarding teams to both 
Macmillan and Lisbury. Both 
houses have staff from all 
backgrounds with a wealth of 
experience, skills, and numerous 
different interests.

We have seen further 
development of Lisbury House 
with the Year 10 girls moving 
in, a huge thanks goes out to 
the estates team for all the 
hard work in getting everything 
operational despite many 
challenges.

In house activities continue to 
develop with Friday house trips 
to McDonalds and KFC proving 
very popular! Both houses have 
continued to work together and 
offer regular activities including 
indoor tennis, basketball, 
badminton, swimming, football, 
Spotlight, cookie making and 
in the past week numerous 
Christmas based activities and 
a hugely enjoyable Karaoke 
session.

During early November we 
had the pleasure of showing 
the Ofsted Care inspection 
team just how far the boarding 
provision has come in the past 
18 months to 2 years. We are 
very much looking forward to 
sharing the hugely encouraging 
and positive report with you all 
very soon.

At the time of going to print our 
boarders were preparing for their 
annual Feast Night celebrations - and 
the houses are looking very festive. 
Merry Christmas from Boarding!
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We are pleased to see so many of our students taking part in our 
extracurricular clubs and activities. This term over 60% of our students 
have attended at least one club. With more than 30 to choose from 
there really is something for everyone. Visit our website to see the full 
list of clubs on offer! 
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 Sexey’s Sport

This season the Year 10 and 11 rugby teams have worked hard to set fixtures up and keep as many games 
going, while maintaining player safety.  
 
The Year 10 squad have had three matches, where they have had great success.  They kicked off their season 
away at Milton Abbey where they came away 37-0 winners, they then followed this up a few weeks later with 
another excellent away win at Dauntsey’s 46-0, the only blemish on their record came in their final fixture 
against Kings where despite a spirited second half they finished 10-42.  However, We are immensely proud of 
how they have continued to attend training and really developed as a group of players, and we look forward to 
taking them next year in Year 11 as we will attempt to avenge our loss!
 
We then move to the Year 11 squad who only had one fixture this year, it becomes more and more difficult to 
arrange fixtures for teams in exam classes, however players were still attending training and we took a team 
up to Dauntsey’s, where unfortunately we came away losing 17-50. We look forward to seeing our Year 11 
students’ progress onto 6th Form where they will add depth and experience to an already strong 6th Form 
team. 

Rugby
We have had a season of twists and turns in Years 7, 8 & 9 this year with some great performances, some 
lessons learnt and some disappointment that saw tournaments cancelled because of covid yet again. 
Memorable and notable highs have been when a mixed U14 and U15’s team visited Milton Abbey school 
coming out victors in a very convincing win. It is safe to say the team enjoyed the match teas just as much 
as they enjoyed the game! Other highlights include our U13’s in a very competitive 15-15 draw with Huish 
Episcopi in which the team improved on a poor first half and in the end were unlucky to come away with the 
win. 

Our U12’s have shown courage in their performances this season coming 
up against some strong opposition but have been determined to play to the 
end with their heads held high. Special mentions go to Noah HC, Finlay T, 
Orson G and Emmanuel F for their contribution with tries, leadership or 
determination on the pitch. Well done to all who stepped up and represented
 the school.

Hockey

 

The girls hockey season got off to a great start with our U16 team beating KA 9-0 on home turf. The Year 11 
team then went on to beat Ansford, 3-0 away and Holyrood 7-0 away. The U15 and U14 teams had much 
the same start with a 3-0 and 4-0 win against Gryphon meaning that the girls hockey teams have 100% win 
ratio for the 2021 season! 

Unfortunately due to Covid restrictions in some schools many of our league matches and the league finals 
were postponed and eventually cancelled. Special mentions go to Year 11 players, Alex E, Jasmine R and 
Poppy M who ensured that the team was well prepared for their start of the season and were tenacious 
throughout. 

The Hockey 7s in Year 7 and 8 trained weekly but unfortunately our league matches were all cancelled by 
the opposition. We are very much hoping to get some other fixtures in for these year groups so that they can 
have some competitive match play experience. Thank you to the students who continued to train through-
out the season, especially the Year 9 students who missed out on the majority of their fixtures but worked 
brilliantly on their 11 a side tactics and positional awareness. 

An excellent link for any students wishing to take part in Hockey for the rest of the season is Bruton Hockey 
Club https://www.pitchero.com/clubs/brutonhockeyclub/contact or Shepton Mallet. Both of which have junior 
and senior sides https://www.sheptonmallethc.club/juniors 
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BINT SHIELD 
UPDATE

The Bint Shield has been a long-standing tradition at Sexey’s School, and it is 
one that incorporates our House system. Everyone in the school community is 
involved and events can include sport, culture, theatre, science, art, music and 
all other school subjects.

Last year we launched a new House competition in collaboration with the 
Bruton Friday Food Bank and asked students to bring in an item or two to 
donate. 

We were delighted to be able to run the food drive again this year and look 
forward to making the final tally and awarding the House who donated the 
most - at last count, Glynn Jones was looking to be the favourite!

Over the last couple of weeks, we have been running an inter-house hockey 
tournament as part of our Bint Shield House competition, and we are pleased 
to announce the results: 

Year 7 – Rearranged after xmas 
Year 8 – Rearranged after xmas 
Year 9- Knight
Year 10- Golledge
Year 11- Golledge
Sixth Form – Golledge

 

Yeovil Area Cross Country
Sexey’s students represented themselves and the school incredibly well at the Yeovil Area Cross Country, held 
at King’s on Friday 3rd December. We took a team of 14 runners, with representatives from Year 7 up-to Year 11. 
The weather played its part by keeping dry, and not too cold, yet with enough rain prior to the event to ensure that 
the course would provide a real challenge with the mud!

The team supported each other brilliantly throughout the event and ensured that as each runner returned, they 
did so to the biggest cheers at the event! Everyone in the team put their all into their run and produced some 
fantastic performances. The top 20 in each age category get selected to compete again, this time at the Somerset 
County Championships on Saturday 22 January.

Congratulations to everyone that took part, and particularly well done to the
four students who finished in a position that qualifies them for the next round
of competition; Lucy G (Year 7),Toby I (Year 8), Esmeralda H (Year 9) and 
Edward C (Year 11).

It is worth noting that Toby as a Year 8 has qualified competing
against Year 9 students in his age category, an additional achievement. Well done!
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AUTUMN ROUNDUP BY 
STUDENT HEAD OF SCHOOL BECKY F

This term has been one full of 
excitement, experiences and a 
little bit of madness to say the 
least. 

Firstly, for excitement we 
welcomed our new year 12’s 
and had the chance to interact 
with them at socials such as the 
Wine and Cheese night. The 
Sixth form has been a buzzing 
environment full of laughs and 
bonding in the making of a new 
warming community. 

To add to this, our Senior 
Prefects have taken the lead 
on various assemblies that they 
are passionate about or deem 
important to address such as: 
Black History Month, Mental 
health awareness and Exam 
revision and technique. 

Another way in which student 
voice has been echoed is 
through regular tutor rep 
meetings in which we were 
able to collectively decide on 
supporting the Malala Fund as 
a Sixth Form. I am excited to 
see where this fundraising goes 
with the drive of our students. 

We have also seen an 
eagerness of participation in 
sporting fixtures as they re-
started this term with many 
being excited to be able to play 
competitive sport again and 
bond further. 

Another thrilling event was the 
launch of our Prom committee 
who have already gathered 
fundraising ideas such as 
selling of candy canes and 
hot chocolate to boost the 
Christmas spirit. Lastly for 
excitement, the Collective 
worship assemblies restored 
high spirits and I am proud to 
say that Sixth form students 
were undoubtedly the loudest 
although, our vocals were 
questionable.

As for experiences, we had 
a range of trips taking places 
such as: the Year 13 geography 
trip to Swanage and various 
trips to aid our University 
application process. Trips to 
the University Search fair in 
Bristol and a tour around Bath 
University sparked an ambition 
in students to fuel this process. 

Our Careers week also allowed 
us to hear from various industry 
workers and alumni which 
was not only eye-opening but 
consolidated the significance of 
our work at school.

This leads us on to the 
madness, November mocks. 
After our newly enhanced 
perspective we knuckled down 
and worked hard during our 
mocks. Even though they were 
tough for most of us, they were 
necessary and gave us exam 
experience as well as a better 
understanding of the steps we 
need to make to further our 
progress in preparation for our 
official A-level exams.

After a fulfilling term, we all look 
forward to a Christmas holiday 
full of joy and rest but also look 
forward to the New Year, with 
hope of further successes and 
experiences together as a Sixth 
Form.
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We welcomed Dave Boyer, Old 
Sexeian and Biologist to present 
a keynote speech on working 
abroad, travel and adaptability 
for the future. The speech was 
well received by all the students 
who enjoyed hearing about his 
experience of working abroad 
and the challenges he has 
faced.

We received great feedback 
from all our speakers and 
visitors, with one commenting 
“Students were polite and 
engaged and it is always a 
pleasure to visit Sexey’s”. A 
huge thank you to everyone 
involved in the planning and 
execution of what turned out 
to be a wonderful, fun and 
productive week!

SEXEY’S SIXTH SEXEY’S SIXTH 
WINE AND CHEESE NIGHTWINE AND CHEESE NIGHT

We were delighted to once again 
be able to invite visitors to the 
school for our Year 13’s Careers 
Week. 

Our students fully embraced a 
full week of activity working on 
personal statements and student 
finance as well as hearing from 
business leaders in a range of 
fields, from hospitality and tourism, 
to veterinary, HR, marketing, and 
quarrying. 
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Looking for some last minute present inspiration, or for a 
little light reading this holiday time? Our school librarian, Mrs 
Brind, has created the following list of reads that she would 
like to receive or gift to family and friends. Let us know your 
favourites, or submit a review for posting up in the library, to 
lparsons@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

After school 
HOURS

Stay in touch! Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and of course online. Term dates 
can be found at: www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/parents/term-dates/

  WELCOMING YOU BACK...
• Monday 3rd January: Bank Holiday
• Tuesday 4th January: Inset Day/Boarders return to the Boarding Houses (from 6.00pm)
• Wenesday 5th January: School term starts - please refer to year group information

Daughter of the 
Deep, Rick Riordan

A brand-new adventure from 
global bestselling author, Rick 
Riordan. Inspired by Jules 
Verne’s Twenty Thousand 
Leagues Under the Sea.

Diddly Squat, Jeremy 
Clarkson

Pull on your wellies, grab 
your flat cap and join Jeremy 
Clarkson in this hilarious and 
fascinating behind-the-scenes 
look at the farm we’re all 
obsessed with.

A Mouse Called 
Miika, Matt Haig

Miika just wants to belong. 
Living with elves and trolls 
and pixies can make a 
mouse feel like the odd one 
out. When he makes friends 
with a fellow mouse, Miika 
thinks his problems are over. 
But really, his quest is just 
beginning . . .

The Promise, Damon 
Galgut

The Promise charts the crash 
and burn of a white South 
African family, living on a farm 
outside Pretoria. In this story 
of a diminished family, sharp 
and tender emotional truths 
hit home. Confident, deft and 
quietly powerful, The Promise 
is literary fiction at its finest.

Endgame, Malorie 
Blackman

It is 20 years in 2021 
since Malorie Blackman’s 
groundbreaking series began 
with Noughts & Crosses, 
which charted the deeply 
forbidden romance between 
Sephy (a Cross) and Callum 
(a nought) - a love affair which 
had repercussions for their 
families for generations.

Small Things Like 
These, Claire Keegan

Set in a small Irish town and 
following a coal and timber 
merchant confronted by 
the past, this magnetic tale 
of determination and quiet 
heroism from the author of 
Foster is as hopeful as it is 
haunting.


