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BRUTON SUMMER 2021

The Sexeian

JUMPING INTO
SUMMER!

NEWSLETTER
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WELCOME
to our End of Summer Term 
Newsletter with a summary of 
some of our activity over the 
last couple of months.

I’m excited to be launching 
CCF for our students (by 
popular demand) in school 
from September and thank 
Mr Paul Sainsbury for all the 
work he has been doing in 
preparation for this. More 
can be read in the section 
alongside here. I hope that 
many of our students (and 
parent volunteers) will get 
involved, particularly as it can 
support DofE.

We’ve had a lovely last week 
of term, with sports activities, 
trips out of school to Paulton 
Park, Chessington and more, 
and of course our school 
Walk for Life in memory of 
the inimitable Mr Philip Todd. 
Thank you to everyone who 
sent in words of condolence 
following his passing, and 
provided funds for the charity 
walk, which will go to the 
RSPB and Cancer Research 
in his name. We will continue 
to remember him in school, 
and of course in the boarding 
houses where he created so 
many happy memories for our 
students.

I wish you all a restful Summer 
holiday and look forward to 
seeing our Y11 and Y13s on 
exam results days.

We’re absolutely delighted to announce 
that from September, we’ll be offering 
students from Year 8 onwards the 
opportunity to be part of the newly formed 
Combined Cadet Force. Cadets will be 
able to gain qualifications whilst part of 
the CCF and many of the CCF activities 
can also be used to pass sections of 
DofE. The cadets will be led by School 
Staff Instructor (SSI), Mr Paul Sainsbury
who spent 24 years in the Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers 
before becoming an ACF instructor with 
Somerset ACF. For more information, 
please see here.

We are delighted to announce our Lower School student 
leadership team for the academic year 2021/22. A huge 
congratulations to Alex, Head of Lower School, Ben, Deputy 
Head of Lower School, and their team of Assistant Heads of 
Lower School:Tilly, Sebastian, Charlie and Asia.
You can read more about their appointment here.

Helen Cullen, Headteacher

LOWER SCHOOL 
STUDENT LEADERS

CCF comes to Sexey’s School

https://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/extracurricular/combined-cadet-force/
https://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/06/09/student-heads-of-lower-school-announced/
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RAINBOW DAY

Building on an established tradition that 
has always been well received by students, 
we once again celebrated Rainbow Day in 
school.

Sixth Form students Ellen K and Rose B led 
the event, which included a whole school 
raffle, mufti day (with year groups and staff 
dressed as different strata of the rainbow), 
and Sixth Form cake sale. The Pride flag flew 
on the school flagpole and we were delighted 

to be surprised with a video recording 
from Old Sexeian Fox, who shared their 
experiences and offered encouragement for 
current students who might need support.

All money was raised for charity 2BU 
(total £530). To learn more about our 
students’ involvement in Pride Month, which 
culminated in Rainbow Day, please see the 
link here.

A huge thank you to Mr Jon Curtis, Old 
Sexeian, who has kindly donated £1000 
towards necessary renovations of the 
school cricket pavilion on the Elm Field, 
as well as some school memorabilia 
(pictured and available to view in 
Reception). Fundraising for the pavilion 
will continue in earnest in September - 
watch this space!

Thursday 12th July saw us all compete in a 
Race (Walk) for Life in memory of Mr Todd.

Keeping to our year bubbles, we completed a 
5km route, marshalled by staff and Sixth Form 
student senior leaders, who had undertaken 
training on the route prior to the event.

We were delighted to raise £290 online for 
RSPB (Mr Todd’s favourite charity), with an 
additional £310 raised in school for Cancer 
Research UK. Thank you to everyone who 
donated.

CHARITY CORNER

Thank you

https://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/06/24/rainbow-day/
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PRAYER PRAYER 
WALLWALL

Students have been working 
in their tutor groups to 

provide hopes, dreams and 
prayers for the future to 

furnish our Prayer Space 
in The Sanctuary. Our 

School Chaplain, Wendy 
Hester, sends her thanks 
to everyone involved and 

Fr Jonathan from St Mary’s 
Bruton cited some of the 

reflections during our End of 
School church service (held  

outdoors for Covid).

We’re 
absolutely 
delighted to 
have been 
declared a 
HegartyMaths 
Super School 
for the second 
year in a row. 
Read more 
in our news 
story here.

We’re a HegartyMaths SuperSchool!

FLEXIBOARDING  
and extended day

As you may already know, this term we 
launched our Flexiboarding and Extended Day 
offer for current day students. 

The Extended Day Offer is ideal for parents who 
might be looking for additional hours of support 
and enrichment for their child/ren after the 
normal school day has finished, or before it has 
begun.

Our Flexiboarding offer enables an existing day 
student to board part-time – either on a regular 
basis or just occasionally.

Further details and FAQ can be read on the 
webpage here.

 PROM NIGHTS PROM NIGHTS 
20212021

https://bit.ly/MathsSuperSchool
https://bit.ly/SexeysFlexi


www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk 5

Four of our Year 8 students - Alex, Domini, 
Milo and Romy - took part in the Salter’s 
Festival of Chemistry at the University of 
Bath this term, coming second place in the 
prestigious ‘Bath University Challenge’ in 
a competition of independent and state 
schools from across the South West. You 
can read Milo’s account from the day on our 
website.

While they weren’t able to be the usual extravagant affairs 
in external locations that we’re used to, we were really 
pleased to have been able to run both the Year 11 and 
Year 13 Leavers’ Proms this year. Congratulations to all of 
the Prom Committee Members and supporting staff who 
worked so hard to make them happen - the school hall 
has never looked so good!  

 PROM NIGHTS PROM NIGHTS 
20212021

D
R

A
M

A

Congratulations to our Trinity Guildhall 
drama students who have been undertaking 

exam performances over the last few 
weeks, with results as follows:

12 Distinction; 8 Merit; 2 Pass. 

The examiner commented that he was very 
impressed with the standard of the students 
and how well prepared they all were for their 

respective examinations.

Students have enjoyed the opportunity to 
work in year group bubbles to rehearse and 
prepare performances in drama clubs and 
Trinity drama this year. Some wished to 
share their work with the school community 
as seen in a digital showcase which we will 
be editing together and releasing soon via 
the school website and our social channels. 

Performances included: After Cinderella, 
Sunset II (Margaret Atwood), Adult Child, 
Dead Child (Claire Dowie), Much Ado 
About Nothing.

Thank you to everyone who has 
supported our wonderful PSA this 
term as they have raised funds 
with the sale of our beautiful school 
mugs and smarties challenge.

If you are yet to pay for or collect 
your mugs, please refer to Chair Jo 
Lavender’s emails for details.

Thank you to our PSA!

http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2019/05/15/year-8-chemists-win-at-salters-festival-of-chemistry/
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2019/05/15/year-8-chemists-win-at-salters-festival-of-chemistry/
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Do you know which country celebrates Christmas Day 
with a KFC party box? Or what COP26 stands for? These 
were just some of the questions at the GREAT BIG 
GEOGRAPHY QUIZ 2021, with students taking part in 
socially distanced bubbles to compete for points towards 
the Bint Shield competition. Round topics included:

• Places & Landmarks
• Rivers & Coasts
• World Cuisine
• Geography in the News
• Where am I?
• Environment & Resources
• Fact or Fiction?
• Pandemic Problems
• Places & Landmarks
• Flags & Currency

To find out the results  - and to test your own knowledge 
with a selection of ten questions from across the 
variously themed rounds, follow our link to our news story 
here.

GREAT BIG GREAT BIG 
GEOGRAPHY QUIZ!GEOGRAPHY QUIZ!

TEST YOUR

TEST YOUR

KNOWLEDGE!

KNOWLEDGE!

We were devastated as a school community when Mr Todd 
passed away just before this term began. A stalwart of our school 
and boarding community, it has been evident from all of the 
messages of condolence that have flooded in that he had a huge 
impact on many students’ and colleagues’ lives. 

We were pleased to hold a memorial assembly (via TEAMS) 
in school, reflecting on Mr Todd’s life, and raised money for his 
preferred charity, RSPB in our Walk for Life (page 3). To read 
more about Mr Todd’s career at Sexey’s, please read here. 

In memory of Mr Philip Todd

https://bit.ly/GBGQ21
https://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/06/03/in-memory-of-mr-todd/


www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk 7

TEST YOUR

TEST YOUR

KNOWLEDGE!

KNOWLEDGE!

END OF YEAR   
art and photography showcase

Pictured are some of the highlights from this year’s End of Year Art & Photography 
Showcase, which - following the success of the virtual event last year - is being edited into 
an online exhibition and will be shared on the @Art_Room_At_Sexeys Instagram account 

(here) and across all of the school social channels and website over the summer.  

https://www.instagram.com/art_room_at_sexeys/?hl=en
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Due to continuing Covid restrictions, 
this year our Year 10 students have 
been unable to undertake their usual 
week of work experience. Not to be 
deterred, we arranged a two day 
work skills event for them, including 
talks from a range of industries, 
work experience skills workshops, 
physical team building activities, and 
inspirational talks from hand-picked 
guest speakers.

On day one, students heard from Mr 
Hugh Graham, of The Bid Coach, 
who provided advice and tips on 
excelling during interviews. They 
also took to the school field for a 
series of physical team-building 
activities led by the British Army 
South West outreach team, who 
also gave an overview of the 
range of careers available in the 
army, outside of the traditional 
combat route. They completed 
enterprise challenges set by the 
Barclays LifeSkills team, including 
digitally designing and promoting a 
recyclable, eco-friendly water bottle. 
Finally, students completed a digital 
programme from Youth Employment 
UK, a not-for-profit social enterprise 
tackling youth unemployment.

On day two, our Year 10s split into 

groups to create a physical model 
of their design for a rehabilitated 
quarry. Led by Dr Gill Odolphie, 
the students had to then deliver a 
speech to convince the local council 
of the benefits of their scheme, 
answering questions from fellow 
students. 

We welcomed Ms Katie Vickers 
from Reading University, who 
spoke about some of the routes to 
entry and things to consider when 
choosing a university course, and Mr 
Nicholas Milrose, Enterprise Advisor. 
Students were also able to complete 
an online questionnaire to give them 
some ideas about future career 
routes that might suit them, based 
on their interests.

In the afternoon, we welcomed the 
following external speakers, with 
students split into groups based on 
their indicated preferences for the 
sessions:

Y E A R  10 
WO R K
S K I L L S

• Simon Crichton – Triodos Bank
• Sally Curtis – Upton Noble Primary
• Phil Davies, travel journalist
• Karen Dumine – Hunter French
• Emma Miller – Accountant 
• Anna Sherrif – Delaware Veterinary

Commenting, Mr Thomas and 
Mrs Watson said: “We wanted this 
work skills event to be a fun mix of 
practical and theoretical sessions to 
give our students a comprehensive 
introduction to the world of work and 
they have performed admirably over 
a tiring two days. A big thank you to 
everyone who gave up their time to 
join us.”

For more on our careers 
programme, or to view our regularly 
updated ‘Student Careers Area’, with 
information about placements and 
work experience on offer, please 
see: bit.ly/Careersupdates

http://bit.ly/Careersupdates
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SPORTS BINT
CHAMPIONSHIP 

2021!

Despite looking like rain was going to entirely stop play, 
we were delighted to be able to hold two days’ of sporting 
activities and competitions to mark the end of term. 

Starting with our swimming gala, we were joined by 
swimming coach Adele Parham, who along with members 
of our PE team, oversaw races between each of the year 
groups. Points were awarded for all competitors, which 
counted towards the Bint Shield competition.

With the sunshine coming out at lunchtime, we resumed 
our outdoor activities in the afternoon of Day 1 of Sports 
Fest. This included a series of activities among the year 
group bubbles - including Frisbee, Cricket, CrossFit, 
Rounders, and Tennis. 

On Day 2 we held our Sports Day up on the Elm Field. 
We were sad not to be able to welcome parents at the 
event, and year groups were kept separated around the 
field for Covid precautions. Javelin took place on the 
neighbouring Daisy Field, while Shot Put and Long Jump 
took part alongside the Track events.

Mr Bull took to the decks to keep spirits high with 
invigorating music choices, while Mr Francis and Mrs 
Owen took to the spreadsheets, recording the all-
important scores. 

At the time of writing this, scores were still being counted - 
though rumours were that Knight made a convincing win! 
More photos and videos can be seen on our Instagram 
Stories (saved as a highlight). 

https://www.instagram.com/sexeysschool/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/sexeysschool/?hl=en
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NEW LEADERS!

SIXTH 
FORM

Congratulations to our new Senior 
Student Leadership Team, who 
have now been appointed for the 
academic year 2021/22, following 
a competitive interview process

and incorporating voting 
from students and input from 
teachers.

A huge well done to Rebecca 
F, who has been appointed 
Head of School. She will 
be supported by Edward G 
and Holly S who are Deputy 
Heads of School. 

For more details on the 
School Champions and other 
Senior Leadership roles 
(including Student Parliament 
Chairs, Wellbeing, Charity, 
Events and Diversity leads 
and more), please see our 
news story here, which 
includes comment from 
Becky around her goals for 
the upcoming academic year. 

We’re really looking forward 
to welcoming back our current 
Year 11s who are joining us at 
Sexey’s Sixth in September!

Please remember to let school 
know your GCSE results so 
that we can complete your 
registration.

STEEPLECHASE SUCCESS 
FOR LIZZY, YEAR13

A huge congratulations to 
Lizzy for winning the 1500m 
steeplechase at Yeovil, 
securing a time of 5.09, 
which is a national standard. 
In fantastic news, Lizzy 
also made the Somerset 
team to compete in the 
English Schools’ National 
Athletics Track and Field 
Championships!

Read more at the news story 
here.

https://bit.ly/SexeysStudentLeaders2021
https://bit.ly/SexeysSteeplechaseWin
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CELEBRATING 
EARTH DAY 2021

ALUMNI 

Old Sexeian Tom Morison 
has made the headlines in 
recent weeks as he has been 
fundraising on behalf of his 
father, Mr Oliver Morison - a 
valued Director of Boarding 
and Maths teacher at Sexey’s. 

In December 2019, Mr Morison 
was diagnosed with a rare form 
of dementia and Alzheimer’s. 
Tom and his actor friend Ed 
Speleers (Downton Abbey 
and Outlander) pledged to run 
a 200km stretch of the SW 
Coastal Path in Cornwall to 
raise money for the National 

With climate change issues 
increasingly on the agenda 
and only a few months to go 
until COP26, we celebrated 
this year’s Earth Day with a 
thoughtful student blog post 
from Deputy Head Boy Louis, 
Year 13, on whether pollination 
by the Western honey bee is 
vital for life. 

Louis researched the topic 
for his Extended Project 
Qualification (EPQ), editing it 
for our online article, which can 
be read here.

We also took time throughout 
the school to mark the occasion 
with special assemblies on the 
Earth Day theme for 2021 - 
‘Restore our Earth’.

He offered his time to speak to our 
Year 10 students about a career in 
Medicine, outlining a day in the life 
of a junior doctor, with the goal of 
increasing confidence about applying 
for Medicine at university.

He spoke passionately about his 
career choice, highlighting the current 
bias towards privately educated 
students in medical school and 
seeking to redress the balance. He 
was honest about the highs and lows 
of a career in Medicine, concluding 
how ultimately rewarding it is.

Keiran then took time to answer 
questions from our Year 12 students 
who are currently completing their 
applications for a career in medical 
sciences. 

Brain Appeal. 

We were pleased to be able 
to support Tom’s fundraising 
efforts in school with a mufti 
day on 7th May, at which we 
raised over £500 for the cause.

Tom and Ed valiantly 
completed their run to great 
acclaim on their social media 
channels and we wish them 
and their family all the very 
best.

To learn more, please read our 
news story here.

Sexey’s Sixth student Iain K 
particularly commented on how 
useful he found Keiran’s responses 
on the medical school application 
process as he considers his 
preferred career of medicine within 
the Army.

Grace V,  Year 12, also thanked 
Keiran for taking the time to discuss 
the university application process, 
saying: “Keiran advised me to look 
for specific courses, rather than the 
university itself. He told me to think 
about the formats I might prefer – 
for example, are lectures important 
to you in a learning setting? His 
advice has really helped me to work 
out what I want from my course 
and has influenced my application 
choices considerably. Thank you so 
much Keiran!”

We were honoured to welcome Keiran 
Dudden into school last week. Keiran 
is an Old Sexeian (2004 – 2011) 
and now works as a junior doctor in 
Southmead Hospital. 

DOCTOR IN THE DOCTOR IN THE 
HOUSEHOUSE

https://bit.ly/EarthDaySexeys
https://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/05/12/charity-fundraise/?fbclid=IwAR1R_j66bbOvm7o7dqt6ZMa9QirStAU_RZbt0mT-MsEyUy-GJCPKUrHyWtg
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Stay in touch! Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and of course online. 
Term dates can be found at: www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/parents/term-dates/

  WELCOMING YOU BACK...
• Tuesday 7th September: Boarders return to the Boarding Houses (from 18:00)
• Wednesday 8th September: School term starts at 08.40

DATES 
for the diary

Here’s a reminder of a few key dates for your 
calendar and for spreading the word (thank you)!

A LEVEL RESULTS

• Tuesday 10th August, 8:30am, 
  Sixth Form Centre
    

GCSE RESULTS

• Thursday 12th August,10am 
  Sixth Form Centre

LOWER SCHOOL OPEN EVENING

• Tuesday 21st September, 6pm 

• Registrations now being taken here.

SIXTH FORM INFO EVENING

• Tuesday 16th November, 6pm

• Registrations now being taken here.

THANK YOU FOR SPREADING THE 
WORD!

Summer Reading

Don’t forget that Mrs Brind regularly provides us 
with reading recommendations based on requests 
submitted to the school library. 

These can all be found on the school instagram 
account, saved as a highlight, ‘Library Life’.

https://www.facebook.com/BrutonStateBoardingSchool/
https://twitter.com/SexeysSchool
https://www.instagram.com/sexeysschool/?hl=en
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/parents/term-dates/
https://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/admissions-process-state-boarding/open-evening/
https://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/admissions-process-state-boarding/sixth-form-open-evening/
https://www.instagram.com/sexeysschool/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/sexeysschool/?hl=en

