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WELCOME
to our Easter End of Term 
Newsletter! We’re so pleased 
to be able to showcase some 
of the work that students 
have been doing while home 
learning, and in the few weeks 
of being back at school.

I’m incredibly impressed 
by our school community’s 
demonstrations of our core 
value of resilience during 
this pandemic, from Parents 
and students managing home 
learning to staff adapting and 
teaching lessons online while 
supporting our young people; 
from the site team and their 
unrelenting commitment 
to improving the learning 
environment, to all those who 
support the school’s day to 
day running and have had to 
do so remotely during the 
lockdown. 

At Sexey’s School, we learn 
that our failures are as 
important and valuable as 
our successes, enabling us to 
become resourceful, to try 
again, and to progress. In a 
new spotlight series on our 
core values, our Head Girl 
Alice and Head Boy Albert 
outline what ‘Resilience’ 
means to them (page 4).

I wish you all a happy and 
restful Easter holiday.

Our incredible Health Centre team led by 
Mrs Sandiford have been working tirelessly 
alongside their general duties to roll out our 
lateral flow testing throughout the school 
years.  At the time of writing they have 
conducted over 2000 tests, with additional 
self-testing kits taken by staff members to 
be conducted at home. Our thanks also 
especially go to Mrs Tomlinson, Mrs Stallion 
and all of our other staff volunteers who 
have enabled this process to be as smooth as 
possible.

Thank you to everyone who took part in our Headteacher’s 
Lockdown Challenges again during this period away from school. 
We had some fantastic entries from book covers designed to new 
skills learned (including the clothes washing, pictured). Many thanks 
also to our Head Girl Alice for contributing by setting some of the 
challenges. All entries counted towards our Bint Shield - read more 
on page 8.  

Helen Cullen, Headteacher

 LOCKDOWN 3.0LOCKDOWN 3.0
CHALLENGESCHALLENGES

LATERAL FLOW tests 
are a go
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COMMUNITY THANKS

We’re extremely lucky to live and work in 
beautiful Bruton, and lockdown has presented so 
many instances reminding us why. 

Mill on the Brue ran a campaign to collect 
unwanted laptops which were then PAT tested 
and shredded of data (using donations collected 

by Mill on the Brue and Rose & Lyons) by 
Brue Computing Limited. The donated devices 
were then distributed as required to support 
home learning. You can read more in the news 
story here. Thank you again to everyone who 
contributed.

We would also like to thank Taylor’s of Bruton for 
donating their delicious hot cross buns to staff 
returning to school post 
lockdown. They were very 
appreciated by everyone!

Thank you also to Urquhart &
Hunt, who generously donated
400 narcissus and 200 crocus bulbs that were 
planted by students Iyla & Bronte (supported by 
parent and staff member Ms Hazelgrove) in time 
for school to reopen. They look beautiful!

Ms Sampson has received a lovely handwritten 
letter of thanks from Sara Warren from 
Mind in Somerset, which expresses “heartfelt 
appreciation for your kind donation of 
£463.50.” It outlines that the donation - raised 
by Year 9 - will make a difference towards 
the support Mind can offer to local people 
experiencing mental or emotional distress. 

Year 9 charity 
fundraising report

We’re delighted that we’ve been able to 
keep supporting our school charities during 
lockdown, despite not being able to fundraise 
in our usual way. We’ve supported Big Yellow 
Friday (for the Children’s Liver Disease 
Foundation) for eight years now and raised 
£500 this year. Read more at bit.ly/SexeysBYF.

Our Year 11 Head Girl Rosie is taking part 
in a charity run called the Race Against 
Hunger, fundraising for the Trussell Trust, 
which runs over 400 food banks around the 
UK. To support her, please click here. Good 
luck Rosie!

CHARITY CORNER

http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/01/11/thank-you-for-laptops/
http://bit.ly/SexeysBYF
https://t.co/9PqleTxa7v?amp=1
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A   S P O T L I G H T   O N 
RESILIENCE

I see resilience in many respects, most notably when someone 
faces setbacks, whether it is not achieving a specific goal or 
getting lost! Importantly it’s not dwelling on the severity of 
the situation but how it can be rectified, and a solution found 
quickly. 

During my time in the Army Cadets, resilience has been a 
key factor in those who achieve what they set out to do. 
Personally, I have witnessed raw resilience during the 
Ten Tors challenge, which on the final day saw one of my 
teammates incurring an injury with his ankle. This meant the 
whole team needed to display resilience in order to finish the 
challenge as we started it, as a team.

For those of you reading this, you do not need to hear how 
hard lockdown has been for everyone, but what we can think 
about is how we’re going to improve from it. The ability to 
‘bounce back’ from a bad situation where one can remain cool 
headed, coping with increased stress is invaluable. 

Albert, Head Boy, Year 13

In this series, we look at our School core values 
and what they mean to our school community.

“The dictionary definition of resilience is ‘the capacity to 
recover quickly from difficulties’. In practice, it really means 
to keep moving forward. Many students this year have shown 
a lot of resilience, both in lockdown and the return to 
school. 

I have found it hard to keep going over the last year. however, 
I have seen the benefits of resilience in both my personal 
and school life. Over lockdown, I had two large pieces of 
coursework to complete and I found that I often wanted to 
give up. I know it was worth continuing to do these as they 
have been hugely beneficial towards my A Level grades. I know 
there are others that have had similar experiences over the 
last months and have also understood the importance of 
persevering. I feel that developing this resilience will aid 
several of us further in life and dealing with the unknown.
Alice, Head Girl, Year 13
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We celebrated World Book Day remotely this year, 
with tutor groups completing a WBD quiz (online 
here if you’d like to try it!) compiled by Mrs Brind, 
our Librarian. Photos of students’ fantastic outfits 
were shared on our social media channels. 

During lockdown, we also heard that Phoebe, Year 10 
(pictured),  came in second place in this year’s Rotary 
Young Writer competition. To read her winning 
story, The Happiest Day, click here.

Our February KS3 creative writing competition, 
The Odd Sock, was won by Elodie S in Year 8, and 
Bethany B in Year 7. Congratulations to Elodie and 
Bethany, your stories were really good fun to read!

GRAYSON PERRY’S GRAYSON PERRY’S 
ART CLUBART CLUB

Mrs Gaztanaga’s Year 7 art class submitted a wonderful mosaic of experiences 
for the theme ‘travel’ to Grayson Perry’s Art Club competition on Channel 4 
and at the time of writing, were yet to hear back as to whether their entry was 
successful.

They drew from photographs of holidays students brought to the classroom 
using a process of abstraction. Students learnt about the simplification of visual 
information and that anything can be the starting point for an art work. In this 
instance, they used acrylic paint and black sharpie. 

          

BOARDING  
updates!

We were suprised and delighted to have snow at 
the boarding houses this term - though it feels 
a million years ago now with all of the spring 
flowers out in force! Our boarding newsletters - 
available to read here - continue to give regular 
updates on life in the boarding houses, as does 
our dedicated twitter account, @SexeysBoarding.

We welcomed this week’s 
sunshine with ice creams 
after school - which were 
appreciated as much by the 
boarding staff as by the
students!

Mr Kershaw, Director of Boarding

DON’T FORGET! 
Our Year 8 
Readathon Challenge 
runs until Monday 19 
April - remember to 
track your reading 
via Track My Read, 
for a chance to win 
prizes!

https://bit.ly/SexeysWBD21
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/03/04/world-book-day/
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/01/14/rotary-young-writer-winner/
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/boarding/boarding-newsletters-2/
https://twitter.com/sexeysboarding
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Four of our Year 8 students - Alex, Domini, 
Milo and Romy - took part in the Salter’s 
Festival of Chemistry at the University of 
Bath this term, coming second place in the 
prestigious ‘Bath University Challenge’ in 
a competition of independent and state 
schools from across the South West. You 
can read Milo’s account from the day on our 
website.
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On February 11th, we celebrated the International Day for 
Women and Girls in Science by nominating and celebrating 
our Sexey’s Science Stars - from Thea, Y7 who shared her home 
lockdown science experiments with us, to Esmerelda, Y8 for her 
work on photosynthesis, to Y9s Georgie B, Eleanor W, Charlotte 
T and Adlin S, Y11s Imogen B and Anna C, and Y10s Maddie F and 
Kemi I for their fantastic participation in online lessons. To read 
more and to hear from our Sixth Formers on why they have 
chosen to study Sciences at A Level, check out @SexeysScience.

A huge thanks to Faith and Victoria in Year 8 who created 
wonderful powerpoint presentations of women scientist role 
models throughout history for us to learn from. 

Our Year 9 artists were treated to a ‘shout out’ video from artist Sarah Graham 
earlier this month, as they study her work, learning to draw photo-realistically as 
part of the GCSE syllabus. 

Sarah Graham is a UK based photorealistic artist whose distinctive oil on canvas 
paintings celebrate nostalgia and childlike wonderment. Combining vivid colours 
and realism, Graham favours kitsch images of toys, sweets and adolescent 
subject matter to create an elusive sense of sheer joy. She will arrange subjects 
in her studio and take up to 200 hundred photos before deciding on the right 
composition. Once arranged, she will use oils to capture light and shadows on her 
subjects and recreate the blurring seen in objects photographed out-of-focus. In 
2012, she was commissioned by indie-rock band Kaiser Chiefs to paint the album 
cover of their singles collection Souvenir. 

In her video, which can be seen on the school website here, Graham shows the 
students her latest piece of photorealism work and gives a tour of her studio in 
Letchworth.  Thank you Sarah for being such an inspiration!               Miss Smith

Artist Sarah Graham sends a ‘shout out’ to Year 9!

REALLY WILD CLUB

We’re pleased to report 
that our Really Wild 

animals survived lockdown 
well, with Mr King and the 
Science Technicians visiting 
school to make sure they 

were fed and watered. 
Mr King took some of 

the animals that required 
more frequent care, 

such as our new veiled 
(or Yemen) chameleon 

‘Chandler’, home so they 
were able to make a 

couple of appearances in 
Teams lessons!

http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2019/05/15/year-8-chemists-win-at-salters-festival-of-chemistry/
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2019/05/15/year-8-chemists-win-at-salters-festival-of-chemistry/
https://twitter.com/sexeysscience
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/02/11/international-day-of-women-and-girls-in-science/
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/03/29/artist-sarah-graham-gives-year-9s-a-shout-out/
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VOICI MON VOICI MON 
GÂTEAUGÂTEAU

Bravo to Mlle Tessier’s Year 7 French classes who made the 
most delicious looking ‘no bake’ cakes for their independent 
study period during lockdown. Everyone reported it to be 
delicious and simple -  apparently most preferred to use 
sweetened condensed milk though. Here’s the recipe for 
those who would like to give it a go!

Gâteau au chocolat sans cuisson prêt en 5 
minutes avec seulement 3 ingrédients

200 g de biscuit de votre choix 
150 g de chocolat au lait et 50 g chocolat noir 
3 g c de lait concentré non sucré
How to recipe available on Youtube here.

On 1-6 March 
we celebrated 
National 
Careers Week 
remotely with a 
student Guide 
and links to 
select webinars 
and events. 
Read our write 
up here.

Careers Week 2021

We’re absolutely delighted that Somerset Activity and 
Sports Partnership (SASP) has released its data for its 
latest cross country competition and named Sexey’s as 
the first place (Gold) winner in both the Year 7 and Year 8 
Boys Class of 12 categories (with times of 01:48 and 01:38 
respectively)!

The competition compiled data from the participating 
schools across the county. Each school timed their students 
and submitted the data to SASP.  At Sexey’s, the Year 7 and 
8 classes had to run 1600m on the Elm Field and Mr Moise 
mapped the course using Strava. Students practiced the 
distance and then completed the course for timed places.  
Well done boys!

SASP CROSS COUNTRY WINNERS!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tzoyh8Rhpqo
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/03/01/national-careers-week/
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BINT SHIELD 
UPDATE

The Bint Shield has been a long-standing tradition at Sexey’s 
School, and it is one that incorporates our House system. Building 
on our support of the Food Bank earlier in the school year, we 
wanted to maintain momentum with our inter-house competitions  
throughout lockdown, which we did with a series of challenges and 
multi-subject competitions.

For our lockdown Sports Challenges, the PE team asked staff and students to record 
their distance covered and/or number of total workouts completed in order to win 
points for their Houses. Challenges posted by the PE team to its instagram channel 
@sexeyssport could also be taken up by students. The final results for the PE 
Challenge in lockdown are as follows:

1 – Golledge: 477 points
2 – Hobhouse: 414 points
3 – Glyn Jones: 243 points
4 – Knight: 185 points

Well done to Golledge! 

On page three, we spoke about the Headteacher’s Lockdown Challenges, which 
were weekly opportunities for students to win points towards the Bint Shield. 
Contributors to the KS3 ‘Odd Sock’ competition (page 5) were also awarded points. 

Points to the Bint Shield are allocated on a 1st, 2nd 3rd, 4th place basis within the 
competitions, with the current totals for this year as follows:

Hobhouse Glyn Jones Golledge Knight
25 23 21 19

Our School Musicians have also been awarded badges for musical ability this term, 
including:

Elsie S, Platinum; Alice M, Platinum; Jasmine A, Gold; Charlotte K, Gold; Imogen P, 
Gold; Will P, Silver; Amelia M, Silver; Lilly W, Bronze; Archie S, Bronze; Ali D, Bronze; 
Barnaby T, Bronze; Ruby S, Bronze; Henry T, Bronze; Poppy D, Bronze. 

https://www.instagram.com/sexeyssport/
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We’re all pleased to have restarted 
our school clubs and extra 
curricular programme  - read the 
full list here - and thought we would 
take some time to showcase some 
of the latest additions.

Alongside our longstanding 
favourites - such as The Really 
Wild Club (Year 8, after school on 
Wednesdays), Duke of Edinburgh 
(Year 10, after school on Thursdays), 
Netball (most years, after school) 
and Football (most years, after 
school), Art, Drama and Music 
(various, see list for details), we 
would love students to get involved 
with some of the following:

World Culture Club
Year 7, Thursdays after school, 
GEO 1
From Thursday 29th April, Mr Tucker 
will be running this club to improve 
students’ understanding of world 
culture through games, debates, 
and competitions. The club is for 
all students in Year 7, but will also 
support students with English as an 
additional language to improve their 
confidence with spoken language.

The weekly schedule includes 
discussions around the idea of 
culture (including quizzes), British 
superstitions, Music, Unique 
British Experiences (cheese 
rolling, anyone?!), Innovation to 
combat climate change and Safety 
engineering (with experiments). For 
more information, please see Mr 
Tucker.

BBC Young Reporter/Media 
Club
Year 8, Thursday lunchtimes, 
HUMS 1
BBC Young Reporter is the BBC’s 
journalism and media project 
encouraging young people to share 
their stories and get their voices

Find your voice in BBC Young Reporter Club

World Culture Club Poster 

S C H O O L 
C LU B S 
U P DAT E

heard. The project is backed by 
Radio 1’s Greg James and Katie 
Thistleton, The One Show’s Alex 
Jones and Newsround’s Ricky 
Boleto. Mrs Ryrie, Mrs Grant and 
Mrs Simms will be working with 
students to create their own 
reports, think about the world 
around them and inform a real 
audience about the topics that 
matter to them (parental permission 
required).

You might also like to try:
• PomPom Club, Y7, Tues after 
school in RLS 
• Geology Club, Y9, Thurs Week 
A after school in Sci3

http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Extracurricular-Clubs-Spring-2021-1.pdf
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Extracurricular-Clubs-Spring-2021-1.pdf
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SIGN SINGING

SIXTH 
FORM

As our Sixth Form Choir has been 
unable to meet during lockdown, 
they were keen to take up practice 
again once we were back in school. 

With Covid restrictions preventing 
singing in choirs, the Sixth Form 
group decided to learn to sign sing 
(where choristers expressively 
perform a sign language version of 
the lyrics while a song is played) 
- famously depicted in the film 
Napoleon Dynamite for example.

Choosing Somewhere Only We 
Know by Keane, the choristers  - 
Alice, Charlotte, Elsie, Imogen 
and Jasmine, accompanied by Mr 
Whitford-Williams - learnt the 
piece in British Sign Language from 
scratch, having not known sign 
language previously. 

You can view the resulting piece 
of music, which was shown as part 
of the end of term assembly, at the 
link here.

Congratulations to our Head Boy 
Albert, who has been awarded an 
Army Officer Scholarship - making 
him one of just 100 recipients of 
the award from thousands who 
apply each year.  The scholarship 
supports his studies at Sixth Form 
and beyond.

STILL STRUGGLING TO 
CHOOSE YOUR A LEVELS?

We’ve really enjoyed our 
conversations with our incoming 
Year 12s, discussing their subject 
options for September 2021. 
Mr Moise has written a guide to 
help parents who are supporting 
their son or daughter with their 
decisions (which can be read 
here).

On our Instagram account 
@SexeysSixth, we are also 
profiling some of the subjects that 
can be taken, including a video 
with students’ views on BTEC 
Sport and Geology (it rocks!).

If you would like any more 
information, please don’t hesitate 
to drop us a line, we’d love to 
hear from you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TDKHEFz-ltw
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2021/01/14/help-your-child-choose-sixth-form/
https://www.instagram.com/sexeyssixth/?hl=en
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OXBRIDGE AND 
VETERINARY SCIENCE 

PLACES 2021

ALUMNI 
Jack Wingate (2008-2015) was 
Head Boy during his final year. We 
were delighted to catch up with him 
during lockdown:

“Since leaving Sexey’s at the end 
of 2015 life has taken me down a 
few different roads. Immediately 
after receiving my A-Level results 
I headed off to Hong Kong for my 
gap year, which was spent working 
as a Gap Tutor (affectionately 
known at Sexey’s as “Gappies”) 
at Harrow International School. 
The role involved taking on some 
assistant teaching responsibilities 
in subjects such as PE, Maths and 
History, as well as some pastoral 
duties in one of the boarding 
houses at the school. It provided 
an excellent opportunity to travel 
during the school holidays and 
I was fortunate enough to get 
around much of the continent.

Upon my return to the UK I took 
up a place at the University of 
Southampton where I studied 
Economics and Finance for 3 fun-
filled years, made all the better as 
I was able to attend plenty of

We’re delighted to announce 
that during lockdown, Jasmine 
has received an offer to study 
Chemistry at the University of 
Oxford, and Peony has received an 
offer to study Veterinary Science. 

Old Sexeian George W, who left 
in 2019 after his GCSEs here,  has 
also received an offer of a place at 
the University of Cambridge. Well 
done everyone!

We were delighted to speak to Lord 
Haselhurst, with students’ questions 
ranging from the potential for 
reformation in the House of Lords, 
to the nature of democracy in the 
UK, to Brexit.

Commenting, Ben L, Year 12 said, 
“I valued the opportunity to pose 
questions to Lord Haselhurst 
because it helped to give context to 
some of our current studies. 

“It felt as though he wasn’t intent on 
giving a ‘politician’s answer’ to our 
questions, and answered everything 
with consideration and honesty.

“I was particularly interested in his 
responses to our questions around 
whether the Lords’ and Baronesses’

games at the world’s greatest 
football club (Southampton FC for 
those who are not in the know). 

Since graduating I have been 
working at Barclays on one of their 
graduate schemes, the majority of 
which has now been spent working 
from home. The scheme will come 
to an end in the summer and I am 
looking forward to moving into a 
fulltime role and seeing what the 
next few years have in store.”

unelected roles are an infringement 
upon UK democracy (he talked 
about the balance provided by the 
House of Commons and House of 
Lords) and also his opinion about 
the adaptability of the UK justice 
system.

“Lord Haselhurst’s views were 
particularly insightful because he 
has also served as a Conservative 
MP (for Middleton and Prestwich 
1970-74, and Saffron Walden 
1977- 2017), so could also provide 
a House of Commons (and 
Committee) perspective.”

We would like to thank Lord 
Haselhurst for giving up his valuable 
time to challenge and engage our 
students in this way.

Mr Carpenter

On 26th March, our Year 12 and 
13 Politics students undertook a 
virtual ‘Learn with the Lords’ live 
Q&A session where they had the 
opportunity to pose their questions 
to an actual Member of the House 
of Lords. By engaging in this way, 
our students were able to develop a 
further understanding of the role and 
function of the House of Lords within 
the UK Parliament.

Learning with the 
Lords
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Stay in touch! Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and of course online. 
Term dates can be found at: www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/parents/term-dates/

  WELCOMING YOU BACK...
• Sunday 18th April: Boarders return to the Boarding Houses (from 18:00)
• Monday 19th April: School term starts at 08.40

EASTER 
reflections

Our School Chaplain, Wendy Hester, leaves us 
with some final reflections for this Eastertide.

On the wall in the Sanctuary I have created a 
prayer space. It’s full of positive and encouraging 
bible verses to prompt some time for reflection 
for all of our school community.

I have added post-its so that anyone can share 
their own prayers and add them to the wall, 
should they feel moved to do so.

As a Church of England school, we mark the 
fact that Easter reflects a time of change, the 
beginning of a new narrative, of new hope. 

This has been such a tough 12 months for so 
many.  We are thankful that now we can move 
on from the draining language of the pandemic 
to a narrative of hope and aspiration for the 
new term to come.  

I wish you all a very happy Easter and leave you 
with these verses from Psalm 139: 1-4:

You have searched me, Lord, 
and you know me
You know when I sit and when I rise;
You perceive my thoughts from afar.
You discern my going out and my laying down;
You are familiar with all my ways.
Before a word is on my tongue you, Lord, know it 
completely. 

Easter Music

You can listen to our Senior Wind Ensemble (Rose, 
Elsie, Charlotte, Ellen, and Iain, with Mr Bettle and 
Mr McMullan) playing ‘There is a Green Hill Far 
Away’ and ‘Christ our Lord is Risen Today’ at the 
link here.

https://www.facebook.com/BrutonStateBoardingSchool/
https://twitter.com/SexeysSchool
https://www.instagram.com/sexeysschool/?hl=en
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/parents/term-dates/
https://youtu.be/FpMoph83oIE

