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11th February is
the international
day to celebrate
the achievements

of women and
girls in science 
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This is a brief
showcase of some

of the amazing
individuals who

have contributed
greatly to the field

of science. 
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Jane goodall is a primatologist as well as anthropologi-
st who is best recognised for her 60-year study  of

social and family interactions of wild chimpanzees since
she first went to Gombe Stream National Park in

Tanzania in 1960. 
 

She is the founder of the Jane Goodall Institute and the
Roots & Shoots programme, and she has worked

extensively on conservation and animal welfare issues.
She has served on the board of the Nonhuman Rights

Project since its founding in 1996. In April 2002, she was
named a UN Messenger of Peace.

 
 Goodall is an honorary member of the World Future

Council.

(Goodall at TEDGlobal, 2007) 
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Maria Goeppert Mayer was a German-born American
theoretical physicist, and Nobel laureate in Physics for

proposing the nuclear shell model of the atomic nucleus. 
 

She was the second woman to win a Nobel Prize in
physics, the first being Marie Curie. In 1986, the Maria

Goeppert-Mayer Award for early-career women physicists
was established in her honour. As graduate of the
University of Göttingen, Goeppert Mayer wrote her

doctoral thesis on the theory of possible two-photon
absorption by atoms. At the time, the chances of

experimentally verifying her thesis seemed unlikely, but
the development of the laser permitted it. Today, the unit
for the two-photon absorption cross section is named the

Goeppert Mayer (GM) unit.

(June 28, 1906 – February 20, 1972)

Maria Goeppert Mayer



Sara Seager is a Canadian-American astronomer
and planetary scientist. She is a professor at the

Massachusetts Institute of Technology and is
known for her work on extrasolar planets and
their atmospheres. She is the author of two

textbooks on these topics, and has been
recognized for her research by Popular Science,
Discover Magazine, Nature, and TIME Magazine.
Seager was awarded a MacArthur Fellowship in
2013 citing her theoretical work on detecting

chemical signatures on exoplanet atmospheres
and developing low-cost space observatories to

observe planetary transits.

Sara Seager    



Vera Florence Cooper Rubin was an American  astronomer
uncovered the discrepancy between the predicted angular motion of

galaxies and the observed motion, by studying galactic rotation
curves. This phenomenon became known as the galaxy rotation
problem, meaning she found evidence of the existence of dark
matter. Her legacy Beginning her academic career as the sole

undergraduate in astronomy at Vassar College, Rubin went on to
graduate studies at Cornell University and Georgetown University.

Rubin spent her life advocating for women in science and was known
for her mentorship of aspiring female astronomers. She is the first
woman to have a large observatory named after her: the National

Science Foundation Vera C. Rubin Observatory (Rubin Observatory)
in Chile.

Vera Rubin


