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WELCOME
As we close the year, we 
reflect on all that we have 
achieved this term. I’d like 
to start by thanking my staff, 
students and of course all 
parents for going above and 
beyond this extraordinary 
year. 

In the last week alone we 
have celebrated our students’ 
successes in Sport, Drama and 
Music with our Bint Shield 
interhouse hockey games and 
our virtual Performing Arts 
Showcase. I hope that you 
enjoy reading about these 
in the following pages and 
watching our concert online.

I’m so proud of our students 
for the way in which they 
have adapted to current 
circumstances - for example 
our Student Parliament, 
who discussed and debated 
virtually this term, chaired by 
Mr Carpenter. Sixth Former 
Charlotte Kiddell writes about 
the challenges of staging plays 
in a pandemic on page 6 - well 
done to all of those students 
who faced the camera to 
film our concert when live 
performances aren’t possible.

I wish you a very restful 
and peaceful Christmas. I 
look forward to welcoming 
everyone back in January.

Congratulations to Kiki D-W (Year 9) for her 
beautiful illustration of a robin (illustrated on 
the front page) which took first prize for this 
year’s Christmas card competition. 

Well done also to Carys M (Year 8) and Olivia 
H (Year 8) who were runners up (pictured 
above, respectively). Our Year 7 students have 
signed a large version of the card to send to 
the retired residents of Sexey’s Hospital, as 
we will not be able to visit them in person 
this year, as we would usually do.

 Y7 has been working hard over the past few weeks to read as many 
fiction books as they can. The four English classes are competing to 
read a tower of books at least as high as the average Year 7 student 
(approximately 150cm). The winning class will have a prize when the 
challenge ends on Friday 8th January.

The race is on and the towers are looking promising, with 7HEn1 
(7AJ) in the lead at the moment with 7CEn1 (7AMA) in close second.  
All of our Year 7 students are aiming to get plenty of reading done 
over Christmas so that they have lots of centimetres to add to their 
class towers when we return to school.  If you’re struggling for ideas, 
check out Mrs Brind’s recommendations on the back page of the 
newsletter, for lots of festive reads!

Helen Cullen, Headteacher

 Y7 READING CHALLENGEY7 READING CHALLENGE

CHRISTMAS CARD  
competition results are in!
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 WE WILL REMEMBER THEM

Determined not to let Covid (or the poor 
weather) prevent us from marking Remembrance 
Day, this year we took our whole school service 
online. Mrs Cullen led students and staff through

 a moving presentation via TEAMS, including 
videos of veterans’ experiences, poems and 

prayers, while students remained in their 
classrooms.

Students in the Cadet Forces, led by Cadet 
Regimental Sergeant Major Albert S, represented 
the school in laying wreaths to the fallen, as did 
members from other uniformed organisations. 
This was streamed to students via TEAMS.

The Last Post was played as Lydia S lowered 
the school flag to half mast and the school kept 
silence in memory of those among the school 
community who have given their lives in combat, 
and those fighting today.

In order to meet our Covid bubble 
requirements, our student Parliament was 
held virtually this year. Students from all of 
the year groups 7-13 discussed and debated 
issues ranging from school meal arrangements 
in winter weather, wearing sports kit all 
day on PE days post-Covid to save time in 
changing rooms, girls wearing trousers, and 
more, coming up with solutions to resolve 
concerns. 

Sexey’s Parliament goes 
online...

Well done to James P,  Year 13, who led a team 
of Sixth Formers in supporting Movember, 
which involves growing of moustaches during 
the month of November to raise awareness 
of men’s health issues, such as prostate cancer, 
testicular cancer, and men’s suicide.

“Thanks so much to everyone who joined 
in and got behind this important cause - we 
raised just shy of £100. The mental health 
aspect of the Movember movement isn’t talked 
about much so given the year that we’ve had, it 
seemed fitting to do something to help.” 

CHARITY CORNER
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Our concert is online this year!
View our performers at: 

bit.ly/SexeysConcert

END of YEAR 
PERFORMING

ARTS
CONCERT

Ottilie, Year 7, performs 
from “Antigone”

 Our Sixth Form Windband performs Christmas favourites:
 L-R: Rose, Iain, Alice, Elsie, Mr Bettle, Mr McMullan, Ellen

 Iva, Year 7, performs “The Authorised Kate Bane”, by Ella Hickson

 Flo, Year 9, sings Nina by Pergolesi

 Meet ‘The March Sisters’, Year 9

 Fred, Year 10, performs from “King Lear”

Thea, Year 7, performs “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

https://bit.ly/SexeysConcert
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We celebrated this year’s National Poetry Day on 
1st October with readings and performances of 
published pieces as well as original poetry works 
written by our Year 9 students.

Inspired by this year’s ‘Vision’ theme, students read 
from the Dystopian poetry that they have been 
studying in their English classes. Josh E bravely stood 
up in front of classmates to record and read from 
Sara Teasdale’s moving poem, ‘There will come soft 
rains“.

He was followed by Hope L, who performed a piece 
that she has written entitled, “Pandemic”. This can be 
read in full on the 
school website, here.

DUKE OF EDINBURGHDUKE OF EDINBURGH

Congratulations to the 21 Bronze students who successfully completed their 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh expedition over the weekend of the 3rd and 4th 
October. That Saturday was officially the wettest ever in the UK! The students 
showed true resilience and fortitude along with excellent navigation skills and 
teamwork - bravo.

Congratulations also to Y13 student April Russell who managed to complete 
her Gold award in record time, even completing activities during lockdown - a 
testament to her determination and dedication in line with Sexey’s core values. 
           Mr Hamlin

BADGES  for 
MUSICIANS!

Congratulations to all of our musicians for 
receiving their Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum 
badges, with special mention to Oscar,  Antonio, 
Rishi and Flo for receiving Platinum Awards; Olivia 
and Enya for receiving their Gold Awards, and 
Layla, Kyle, Ida, Carys, Nell, Thea, Maddie, Gwyn 
for receiving their Silver awards.

The new Music Awards have become very 
popular with students of all years, who have been 
working at break and lunchtimes to perform to 
the standard required for the various awards. 
Some of these performances can be seen on our 
Christmas Showcase.          

Mr McMullan  

National Poetry 
Day is the annual 
mass celebration 
on the first 
Thursday of 
October that 
encourages all to 
enjoy, discover and 
share poetry.

 Flo, Year 9, sings Nina by Pergolesi

 Meet ‘The March Sisters’, Year 9

Thea, Year 7, performs “O Little Town of Bethlehem”

http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2020/10/01/national-poetry-day-2020/
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Four of our Year 8 students - Alex, Domini, 
Milo and Romy - took part in the Salter’s 
Festival of Chemistry at the University of 
Bath this term, coming second place in the 
prestigious ‘Bath University Challenge’ in 
a competition of independent and state 
schools from across the South West. You 
can read Milo’s account from the day on our 
website.

Due to Covid-19, the world has had to adapt 
and learn to continue in new ways. The same 
can be said for our school play, Shakespeare’s 
‘Much Ado About Nothing’. Mrs Kiddell has 
created an abridged, Covid-friendly version 
of the production to help bring some 
normality back to the school year. Here’s 
how she’s done it…

Firstly, due to the bubble system, all actors 
and backstage crew are members of the 
Sixth Form to help keep risk of close contact 
and infection as low as possible. A small 
group of actors has been cast and observe 
social distancing measures during rehearsals. 
This means that Mrs Kiddell is having to 
re-jig her placement of characters on stage 
to help keep everyone safe. This has led to 
many fun conversations being yelled across 
the stage!

Regarding props, each actor will supply 
their own props and costumes and will 
be the only people to use them. When 
not performing, the actors have their own 
socially distanced seats they will return to 
where their necessary props can be stored. 
These seats are facing away from the stage 
to minimise infection and to help show 
the audience that whilst the actors may 
be visible, they aren’t actually part of the 
scene. This may seem anti-social, but it’s for 
everyone’s safety.

Finally, instead of being performed to a live 
audience, the production is going to be

recorded and made available to watch online. 
The cast have decided that the best way to 
do this is to rehearse a scene one week and 
then record it the next. This gives the actors 
ample time to learn their lines and perfect 
their scenes whilst they deal with their 
schoolwork. 

They also have to take into account the fact 
that due to the small cast, everyone plays at 
least two roles. By recording scenes sepa-
rately, the actors will be given enough time 
to switch between their characters. Howev-
er, these extra roles may lead to some inter-
actions the actors will have with themselves 
that will have to be edited together, so be 
sure to look out for that!

Currently, rehearsals have only begun, but 
be sure to keep an eye out for the finished 
production!

Written by Charlotte Kiddell, Year 13

The Show Must Go On: Rehearsals for ‘Much Ado’

PLAYS IN A PANDEMICPLAYS IN A PANDEMIC

http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2019/05/15/year-8-chemists-win-at-salters-festival-of-chemistry/
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2019/05/15/year-8-chemists-win-at-salters-festival-of-chemistry/
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UPDATES UPDATES 
FROM REALLY FROM REALLY 
WILD CLUBWILD CLUB

Happily, our animals have survived well through 
lockdown and are being taken good care of by Year 8 in 
Really Wild Club, after school on Wednesdays, and by 
Year 9s, who use Sc4 at break and lunchtimes.

At the time of going to print our 
boarders were preparing for their 
annual Feast Night celebrations - and 
the houses are looking very festive. 
Merry Christmas from Boarding!

Merry Christmas from the 
Boarding Houses!

We welcomed in the new school year with not only a 
brand-new learning space for students with SEND, but a 
new approach to delivering support. This has been received 
well by a range of students who are being courageous and 
resilient in their learning despite the challenges they face. 

Our Learning Support Assistants (LSAs) have been working 
incredibly hard to provide in-class support within year 
group bubbles, following a regular timetable. This has been 
something that students are grateful for as they can predict 
who will be there to support them and LSAs are able to 
contribute to planning whilst following through a topic. 

Please read more from our SEND team, including updates 
on intervention programmes and functional skills course, by 
following the link here: bit.ly/SENDupdate2020 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR SEND TEAM

http://bit.ly/SENDupdate2020 
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BINT SHIELD 
UPDATE

The Bint Shield has been a long-standing tradition at Sexey’s 
School, and it is one that incorporates our House system. This year 
we are reinvigorating the school community competition across 
all faculties and have appointed new House Captains in each year 
who will assist in the organisation of teams and ensure that their 
Houses have representation.

We started the 2020 House competition in collaboration with the Bruton Friday 
Food Bank. and asked students to bring in an item or two to donate. We were 
delighted by the amount donated and look forward to making the final tally and 
awarding the House who donated the most - at last count, Glynn Jones was looking 
to be the favourite!

Earlier in this newsletter, we also wrote about the music department’s contributions 
towards the Bint Shield competition, with students gaining Awards and badges for 
musical ability. Well done to all who have achieved their badges.

Over the last couple of weeks, we have been running an inter-house hockey 
tournament as part of our Bint Shield House competition, and we are pleased to 
announce the results:

Year 7
1st – Knight
2nd - Glynn Jones
3rd - Hobhouse
4th – Golledge

Year 8
1st – Glynn Jones
2nd- Golledge
3rd- Hobhouse 
4th – Knight

Well done to everyone who took part and to Hobhouse for achieving the most 
points overall (17), Knight for coming a close second with 16 points, Golledge for 
coming third with 15 points, and Glynn Jones fourth (13 points).

Year 9 
Joint 1st – Golledge
Joint 1st - Hobhouse
3rd - Knight
4th – Glynn Jones

Year 10 
1st – Golledge 
2rd – Hobhouse
3rd- Glynn Jones
4th – Knight 

Year 11
1st - Knight 
2rd - Hobhouse
3rd - Golledge 
4th – Glynn Jones 

Sixth Form
1st – Knight 
2rd - Hobhouse 
3rd - Glynn Jones 
4th - Golledge 
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This term, Mrs Waller is leaving Sexey’s to 

retire and spend more time with her family. 

She leaves an incredible legacy behind her 

in the Design Technology department and 

will be terribly missed by her colleagues and 

students.

Mrs Waller joined Sexey’s in September 

2001 as a Food Tech teacher, later becoming 

Head of DT in 2010. She has had a 

terrifically successful career, recognised by 

Pearson who nominated her for a Teaching 

Excellence Award in 2012. 

In 2007, she became a Food Partnership 

Trainer, working with primary schools in 

the local area to encourage food work and 

good practices at Key Stages 1 and 2. She 

is responsible for the introduction of the 

Licence to Cook programme into Sexey’s.

Mrs Waller has always brought out the best 

in her students - for example,  Amy Hill, 

who gained a British Nutrition Foundation 

prize for being the highest achieving Food 

Tech A Level candidate in 2009. Similarly, 

in 2016, Mrs Waller’s student Caroline 

De La Harpe fought off competition from 

hundreds of entrants to participate as one 

of nine finalists from boarding schools 

around the UK in the BSA Boarding Bake 

Off Competition, at which she won a Silver 

medal.  A group of students also competed 

in the Nestle national cookery competition, 

again reaching the finals (hosted by star chef 

James Tanner).

Mrs Waller will also be remembered for 

the pastoral role she played as Sixth Form 

tutor, as well as her shore-side support at 

Mr Hill’s Sutton Bingham sailing courses. She 

is a permanent fixture at all school plays and 

concerts, providing refreshments and giving 

her time generously for extracurricular 

events and clubs.

Commenting, Mr Oats said, “Mrs Waller’s 

one of the finest and most diligent people 

I have ever met. I know that the A-level 

moderators used to fight over who came to 

Sexey’s knowing that they would be in for 

a treat, as well as seeing exemplary work.

It has been a pleasure to have worked with 

her for so many years. Sarah - I hope you 

are happy in your retirement but I will be 

round to have a slice of Victoria Sponge 

every now and again!”

Mrs Waller - thank you so much for 

everything you have done for generations 

of students at Sexey’s. We will miss you 

and wish you all the very best in your 

retirement. Please come back and visit us 

sometimes!

Mrs Waller starts the judging process 
for the Great British Brain Bake Off 
competition in 2016 - a cross curricular tie 
up with Psychology

Thank you Mrs Waller, for inspiring 
generations of students to enjoy working 
with food

FA R E W E L L
TO  M R S 
WA L L E R
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POLITICALLY ENGAGED

SIXTH 
FORM

Our Politics A Level students 
typically learn about government 
and the politics of the United 
States of America in Year 13. 
However, wanting to capitalise on 
the fact that the US elections were 
running, Year 12 had special lessons 
to coincide with the elections 
this term and contextualise their 
learning.

Students made predictions, 
reflecting on the latest results as 
they came in, and discussed the 
possible implications of a Biden vs 
Trump win (before we were aware 
of the final outcome).

From canvassing their opinions, 
the Year 12s were already acutely 
aware of the main topics of 
contention in this election. They 
discussed the relative legitimacy 
of postal voting, highlighting the 
implications of Trump’s defunding 
of the USPS, the US postal service. 
They discussed the possibility of 
civil war, or demonstrations of 
violence. 

Becky F,  Year 12 said, “It’s been 
so useful to learn about the US 
elections in our Politics class while 
it’s happening in real life, so that 
we can talk about it with friends 
and read different perspectives in 
the news. It really helps to bring 
the syllabus to life and shows the 
relevance of the subject today.”

Head Girl Alice M advised Year 11s 
thinking of studying Politics at Sixth 
Form: “My advice is to absorb as 
much different media and points 
of view as you can around a topic, 
from twitter to apps to newsites – 
you can only debate a point well if 
you know all sides of the argument. 
Mr Carpenter and the Politics 
and History team will be able to 
suggest places for you to start 
looking.”

BLACK LIVES MATTER

What does ‘black’ mean to you?

Like many people, I have been 
inspired by the Black Lives Matter 
movement and Black History 
Month. I was encouraged by the 
Sixth Form tutor team to pursue 
my interest and undertake a 
project to find out what ‘black’ 
means to different people.

I was impressed by rapper Dave’s 
performance of ‘Black’ at this 
year’s BRIT awards. Taking his 
challenge – what is black? – as 
the starting point for my project, 
I asked the opinions of lots of 
Sixth Formers, asking them to tell 
me what ‘black’ means to them. 
I turned my results into a video: 
https://bit.ly/Sexeys_Black 
  Becky F,  Year 12

Mr Carpenter discusses 
voting patterns

https://bit.ly/Sexeys_Black
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UCAS APPLICATIONS 
2020

ALUMNI 
We were proud to hear from Old 
Sexeian Elizabeth Boher, who got 
in touch to tell us more about her  
specialist country gifts business, 
BE COUNTRY, which she and her 
partner Fergus launched while 
studying at university together.

Lizzie did A Level Business and 
BTEC Sport at Sexey’s Sixth from 
2015-2017. 

She said, “I really enjoyed my 
time at Sexey’s. Due to the small 
class size in our business lessons 
we often had discussions and 
debates about topics in the news 
that week. Which is probably 
one of the main reasons why I 
decided to study International 
Business Management at uni - 
and ultimately, to launch my own 
business.”

BE COUNTRY is based in 
Frome, Somerset and sells unique 
products that are British made. 
Many of its rural craft items are 
made by hand using natural or 
reused elements. 

Congratulations to all of our 
students who have already been 
receiving offers for university 
places next year. 

So far, conditional offers have been 
received from:

• Aberystwyth University 
• University of Birmingham 
• University of Bristol
• Cardiff University
• University of Derby 
• University of Exeter
• University of Manchester
• Queen Mary University of 
London
• Royal Holloway, University of 
London
• University of Southampton
• University of St Andrews
• University of Warwick
• University of York

and more!

follow to gain qualifications right 
up to degree level.  Many thanks to 
Nikki for her involvement.

For more information on 
Apprenticeships visit the 
Government sponsored website:
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/

Year 12 have also embarked on their 
Post-18 journey with an introductory 
talk about all the Post-18 options and 
also about work experience week 
which is scheduled for July 5th. 
 
Similarly,  Year 10 work experience 
week has been launched and 
students encouraged to take that 
very exciting first step in to the 
workplace.   

As we have, unfortunately, been 
unable to invite speakers in to school

BE COUNTRY’s range currently 
includes: kitchen textiles, cartridge 
gift sets, lavender pads, tweed 
capes and country clothing made 
by talented individuals within local 
cottage industries.

Lizzie is offering Sexey’s community 
a discount code:  

SEXEYS10 for 10% off at checkout.

www.becountry.co.uk 

or organize events for students 
this term, we have gone virtual 
and year groups have had access 
to talks, webinars and information 
sessions from Higher education, 
industry sectors, skills activities 
and also access to the annual 
Somerset Careers Fair online. All 
opportunities are posted via social 
media channels and highlighted on 
the school Careers webpage where 
you can find further information of 
the Careers programme in school:  
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/
learning/careers/

Please watch out for our new, 
fortnightly Hot Jobs feature in the 
new term!

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas, 
Wendy Watson, Independent Careers 

Advisor

Autumn is a busy term for Careers 
and especially for students making 
those all-important decisions in Year 
11 and Year 13 about their next steps 
after their GCSEs and A Levels.

Year 11 students have had assemblies 
outlining their post-16 options 
including a talk from me and a 
virtual talk from ASK Apprenticeship 
specialist, Nikki Blackwell from Skillup 
Somerset. 

Nikki outlined what an apprenticeship 
is and the industries who offer them; 
as well as pathways that students can

https://amazingapprenticeships.com/
http://www.becountry.co.uk 
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/learning/careers/
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/learning/careers/
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Looking for some last minute present inspiration, or for a little light reading 
this holiday time? Our school librarian, Mrs Brind, has created the following list 
of Christmas Reads to keep you feeling merry and bright. Let us know your 
favourites, or submit a review for posting up in the library, to ssimms@sexeys.
somerset.sch.uk!

After school 
HOURS

Stay in touch! Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and of course online. 
Term dates can be found at: www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/parents/term-dates/

  WELCOMING YOU BACK...
• Monday 4th January: Inset day
• Monday 4th January: Boarders return to the Boarding Houses (from 18:00)
• Tuesday 5th January: School term starts at 08.40

The Christmasaurus
Tom Fletcher 

A magical adventure about 
discovering your heart’s true 
desire, and learning that the 
impossible might just be 
possible.

The Night I Met 
Father Christmas
Ben Miller

An enchanting fairy-tale into 
a magical snowy landscape, 
where Torvil, a mean-spirited 
elf is about to discover the 
true meaning of Christmas. 

A Christmas Carol
Charles Dickens

Ebenezer Scrooge is a mean, 
bitter old man with no 
friends. One cold Christmas 
Eve, three ghosts take him 
on a scary journey to show 
him the error of his ways.

Christmas Spirit
Robert Westall

A pair of Christmas stories 
(“Christmas Ghost” and 
“The Christmas Cat”) 
involves unexpected holiday 
visitors.

Let it Snow
John Green, 
Maureen Johnson, 
Lauren Myracle

The worst blizzard for fifty 
years.
Three wintry love stories.
One magical night.

Twas The Nightshift 
Before Christmas
Adam Kay

An hilarious, poignant and 
entertaining story of the 
life of a junior doctor at the 
most challenging time of the 
year. 

mailto:ssimms%40sexeys.somerset.sch.uk?subject=Christmas%20Reads%20
mailto:ssimms%40sexeys.somerset.sch.uk?subject=Christmas%20Reads%20
https://www.facebook.com/BrutonStateBoardingSchool/
https://twitter.com/SexeysSchool
https://www.instagram.com/sexeysschool/?hl=en
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/parents/term-dates/

