Boarding Bulletin for Sexey’s School
19 November 2020

Haydn Kershaw, Director of Boarding, Sexey’s School		

hkershaw@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

Dear Parents/Guardians,
It was great to have the boarders back after half term, including a few additions to
our community, both staff and students. I am sure you join me in welcoming Matt
Doherty to the Boarding team. He replaces Mr and Mrs Steer in Coombe who
sadly left us before half term for family reasons. I will let Mr Doherty introduce
himself below.
Most boarders have settled back well after half term, and I was proud to see the
effort and ambition on display as Year 11s and 13s prepared for their Mock exams
which started this week.
Just before half term we were visited by OFSTED who were focussing on the Care and Safeguarding aspects.
This was not a full inspection, which have been paused due to COVID and so is not able to adjust the
judgement, but once again highlighted the effective practice in place and the rapid improvement journey we
are on. I understand Mrs Cullen has been in touch to discuss the outcomes from the visit, but I would like to
say how amazing it was to read some of the comments that were put forward from the parents of boarders.
Thank you all for your continued support.
Whilst most boarders are fully respectful of our community and the positive role they play in it, I fully
recognise that young people make mistakes. This can affect both themselves and others in a variety of ways,
sometimes significantly. The national rhetoric around health is also a strain on some young people which can
manifest indirectly as changes in behaviour or emotions. Last year’s school closures may have had an impact
on the academic confidence of some boarders which will be more keenly felt as we enter the Mock exam
season. Whatever the issue, the House Parents, with my support, are here to assist and guide them through
these experiences, and so please do not hesitate to get in touch with the boarding house if needed.
Lockdown adaptations
As you are aware we have started a new UK national lockdown. We are lucky that, as I understand it, our
local area is still amongst the lowest incident rate in the country and so this lockdown will help to maintain
that, rather than in some of the larger urban centres where it is needed to reduce the number of cases and
speed of transmission. We are taking this no less seriously, but I wanted to reassure you all that the risk to
boarders remains statistically low.
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We have had to make some adaptations to the boarding experience as a result to the change to national
guidance. Mrs Cullen has outlined how these apply to the school in her previous email but here are some
considerations that impact on boarding.
• Masks are now compulsory in school when moving from one area to another (unless you have
an exemption – please see Mrs Cullen’s guidance for details). In the boarding houses masks are still
optional. Please note that masks are not provided by the school and parents need to supply them
• Only essential travel/shopping is permitted and so ‘Town Leave’ to visit Bruton has been cancelled for
any reason. This includes shopping and any part time employment
• Extracurricular clubs that started after half term at lunchtime and afterschool are still going ahead.
These are limited to year group bubbles as they will include both day and boarding students. Please
see below for details of what is on offer for each year group
• Boarders will be able to access the school site after school and during the weekends. House parents
will detail the routines for this to ensure that students are safe. This can include walking up to the
sports fields on the Elm Field in groups of three, as long as a mobile is taken. Larger groups to play
sport is permissible but will need to be supervised
• All boarders are welcome to stay at weekends but travel to and from the family home at weekends
can be deemed as essential travel and so it is still permissible for weekly boarders to return home.
Exeat weekend: 28th and 29th November

After looking at the government guidance carefully and taking into account that we are a low incident area,
we will be going ahead with exeat as normal. The boarding houses normally close during this time and so
boarder travel to parent/guardian homes is deemed as ‘essential travel’.
As usual we can support the organisation and purchase of train tickets / taxis and add to your end of term
invoice. Please contact Mrs Brownlow on reception@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk.
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Quarantine after the Christmas holidays
Unfortunately, we do not have the physical or staffing capacity to host boarders returning to the UK after the
Christmas holidays if quarantine restrictions are still in place. This is because quarantine and non-quarantine
boarders are not allowed to mix or share facilities. Parents will need to make arrangements with their UK
guardian if this is required and we will provide school work as necessary. We are guided by the government
guidance which is published on the gov.uk website.
COVID testing prior to international flights
We have learnt this week that some countries have imposed compulsory PCR tests in the days prior to
international flights. Mrs Stallion has emailed you separately about this; please reply to her by Monday 23rd
November at 4pm if you would like her assistance in arranging a test for your son/daughter.
Contacting House Parents
Your child’s House Parents should be the first point of contact for Boarding. For academic queries please
contact your child’s tutor or Head of Year, although of course we are here to help if you need support with this.
Staff email addresses are available on the school web site (and typically use the format FirstinitialSurname@
sexeys.somerset.sch.uk).
Some Parents have reported a technical error where emails are returned as ‘non-deliverable’. This is because
they have used an internal email group that may have been referenced as part of a conversation thread. Please
do not use the distribution list that is named ‘senior staff ’ as this only works for internal emails, but rather use
the contact addresses listed below.
Coombe
Macmillan

coombehouse@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk
macmillanhouse@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

01749 814126 / 07525 595934
01749 814138 / 07738 678025

House staff do not work during the school day and if you need to speak to someone during those hours
please ring the school reception on 01749 813393 or email enquiries@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk
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Introducing Matt Doherty - Senior House Parent for Coombe
Hello! I am very much looking forward to working with everyone and
Sexey’s and Coombe House. I have over twenty years’ experience in
education. Having originally come from professional football and then
coaching I have worked within professional sport in both the UK and USA
as well as teaching and coaching in The Prison Service for almost eight years.
I began working in schools and boarding ten years ago and enjoyed the
experiences boarding brings to both young people and myself, so much that
this is now my passion.
I have many other interests outside of sport such as literature and the Arts,
music, socializing and travelling; I have been fortunate to visit a wide range of
countries such as Cambodia, Egypt, Vietnam, Australia, USA and Canada.

Activity Programme

Swimming –
We have an external swim coach that is available to run ‘club swimming’ on a Monday after school for an
hour for each boarding house. Adele Parham is a very experienced swim coach who has worked with the
school and the local swimming team for many years. She will help swimmers of all abilities to develop their
technique and stamina and welcomes students who are interested in attending without prebooking.
This is a paid activity much like the music lessons which can be added to your invoice at the end of the term.
The cost for this half term is £20 and you will receive a letter confirming your son or daughter’s interest.
Weekday –
Coombe activities
Monday
Dodgeball
‘Among Us’ Club
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Tuesday

Wednesday
Spotlight (wide games)

Thursday
House meeting /
Student Voice /
Social development
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Macmillan activities

Circuits

Monday

Tuesday
Sports Hall (post Mock
exams)

Wednesday
Sports Hall (post Mock
exams)

Thursday
Student Voice /
Social development

Swimming

Baking

Sixth Form University
Preparation course

Y11 Science Revision
session (HK)
Weekend -

During the national lockdown we cannot run external trips however we are filling our weekends with a range
of inhouse activities. Last Saturday in Coombe this consisted of tennis, man hunt and ended the day with a
‘glow light house party’! I am told some of the boys need to build on their dance skills now that it is common
for people to be well rehearsed at high quality dance routines. In Macmillan the swimming pool was opened
for recreational swimming, some delicious cheese straws were baked and there was two hours of activity in
the sports hall alongside some longer runs around the Elm field. We will continue to offer a range of options
at weekends so that boarders have an outlet for their energy and can take a break from their studies (and
their phones!). Next weekend I am hoping it stays dry for the ‘Garden Olympic Games’. I also am in the
process of arranging for a ‘bush craft’ instructor to run a session after exeat weekend.
Extracurricular
The school restarted extracurricular clubs after half term. Here is a reminder of the clubs available to your
sons or daughters:
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These can also be viewed on the school website under the ‘Activities’ tab.
Thank you once again for reading!
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