Boarding Newsletter for Sexey’s School
16 September 2020

Haydn Kershaw, Director of Boarding, Sexey’s School		

hkershaw@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

Dear Parents/Guardians,
It was a genuine pleasure to see our boarders return on Sunday 6th September
after 6 months away. I am particularly proud at how most have adapted to the
changes we have had to put in place as part of our COVID response both in
school and within the Boarding Houses. Our young people have shown real
maturity and calm about the measures in place - particularly in light of our most
recent precautions taken in Coombe, about which we will continue to update
you.
I have seen a good mix of new and continuing friendships develop this week and the returning boarders
have welcomed the new ones into our community with warmth and kindness. Starting at a new school
is going to be daunting at any age, including for our staff, but this year it would have been perfectly
understandable if there was a little trepidation from all and so it is worth noting the courage and resilience
shown by all, either explicitly or implicitly.

As expected, some students had a few bumps in the road as they resettled back into school and boarding
routines after so long away, and I expect many others to have tricky moments at some point this term. As
I make clear to the boarders, it is worth remembering, rather than the event itself, that it is the quality of
response to these incidents that helps us to grow and develop resilience – feelings like homesickness are a
natural feeling but overcoming it makes you stronger when dealing with bigger challenges in the future.
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Team building activities
Over the weekend the House Parents ran a range of activities to help the boarders to get to know each
other. There was a wide variety of different activities so that everyone had the chance to get involved. Mrs
Hole’s scavenger hunt for Coombe boarders was excellent, especially helping our youngest new boarders
to explore the environment. Macmillan did some team challenges, such as teams controlling an elastic
band using a piece of string each, that promoted quality communication and highlighted the need for each
individual to be effective within a team to achieve a shared task. Over the weekend the structured tasks
alongside the games and shared down time has helped to reinforce existing friendships and sow the seeds
for new ones.
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How to contact your child’s boarding parents
If you need to contact the House teams please use the details below:
Coombe
coombehouse@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk
Macmillan macmillanhouse@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

01749 814126		
01749 814138

07525 595934
07738 678025

House staff do not work during the school day and if you need to speak to someone during those hours
please ring the school reception on 01749 813393 or email enquires@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

As always, thank you for reading!
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