
www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk
1

The Sexeian
Spring 2020

Sexey’s
Established 1891

 

 
   FAREWELL ASSEMBLIES

    
WORLD BOOK DAY 2020

   
YEAR 7 TOP TIPS



2 www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

WELCOME
This is a strange time to be 
writing, as school is closed for 
all but children of key workers 
and vulnerable children, 
but we still have plenty to 
celebrate from the couple 
of months that we were in 
school.

I am exceptionally proud of 
our teachers and students 
for the way in which we have 
all adapted to new ways of 
learning - and thank you to all 
parents for stepping up to the 
home schooling challenge. 

We hope that the resources 
provided have been useful. We 
are always pleased to receive 
updates and pictures of our 
students at work - please 
feel free to send them to 
ssimms@sexeys.somerset.
sch.uk and we will share them 
over our social media channels 
over the coming weeks, if you 
are happy for us to do so. We 
continue to look for ways to 
build a sense of community at 
this difficult time.

We hope that you enjoy 
reading of our students’ 
successes this term - as 
always it is a great honour to 
lead such dedicated and hard 
working students. 

With a new format emphasising debate and rhetoric, this year’s 
‘Youth Speaks’ competition final was a tightly run contest.

Held at Kings of Wessex Academy in Cheddar, nine teams 
from across the District competed in both the Senior and 
Intermediate competitions, having already secured their place by 
beating other teams at Rotary Club and Semi-Final rounds.

YOUTH speaks

Jim has been joining 
us in some lessons 
this term, supporting 
student access. 

To read more about 
Jim and the work 
he does, please 
see: http://bit.ly/
JimtheRobot

Meet Jim 
the Robot!

Helen Cullen, Headteacher

Well done to the Sexey’s team (Iris O, 
Cressida P and Adam W, all year 11), who 
were worthy finalists in the Senior section, 
and especially to Cressida, for winning 
‘Best Speaker’ for speaking “passionately 
and convincingly on the topic of ‘Social 
Media and its benefit to young people”, 
according to the judges. 

This is Henry.  When an epidemic 
struck London in June, 1528, he 
went into self isolation for two 
months. Fun History Fact for 
you all, while we get through this 
Covid-19 outbreak together!

mailto:ssimms%40sexeys.somerset.sch.uk?subject=From%20the%20newsletter
mailto:ssimms%40sexeys.somerset.sch.uk?subject=From%20the%20newsletter
http://bit.ly/JimtheRobot
http://bit.ly/JimtheRobot
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END OF YEAR ASSEMBLIES, COME EARLY

Well done to our Year 8 girls who made it through 
to the Semi-Finals of the CyberFirst competition, run 
by the National Cyber Security Centre (NCSC), part 
of GCHQ.

The CyberFirst Girls Competition provides a fun 
and challenging environment to inspire the next 
generation of young women to consider a career in 
cyber security. To read more about their experience, 
please see: http://bit.ly/CyberFirstSexeys

Year 8 girls excel at 
CyberFirst

It was a strange Thursday, to discover that 
school would be closing that week and that 
students who have worked so hard revising 
for their GCSEs and A Levels would not be 
required to sit them. Summer months of 
socialising with friends were suddenly cut 
short.

Our end of year assemblies for Years 11 and 
13 were therefore a more sombre affair than 
we are used to. But we are full of admiration 
for the maturity with which students have 
accepted the news and celebrated their time at 
Sexey’s.

We hope to know more about what will be 
done in the absence of exams shortly and will 
of course be in correspondence as soon as we 
do. In the meantime, please try to remember 
that the most important thing is the process of 
learning itself, not the final grade. 

Wendy Watson, our Independent Careers 
Advisor has written a checklist of other things 
to focus on to prepare for university: bit.ly/
PrepforUni2020. There are plenty of ways to 
stay proactive during this time of uncertainty! 

For all of our Year 11s returning in September 
- we look forward very much to seeing you 
again. To our Year 13s - you are already very 
missed. Please stay in touch with your news as 
valued Old Sexeians.

http://bit.ly/CyberFirstSexeys
http://bit.ly/PrepforUni2020
http://bit.ly/PrepforUni2020
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Our school ski trip to 
Bardonecchia, Italy was a blast 
- well done to Morris (pictured 
wearing the Best Progress Hat) 
for getting into Group 2 having 

been a complete beginner!

UPDATE 
FROM THE 

SLOPES
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XC TOP FINISHER!

Congratulations to Sixth Former Lizzie, Y12, who 
came first in Somerset at the English Schools’ 
National Cross Country Championship Finals.

The event, which was held at Sefton Park, saw 300 
people run the Senior Girls Race. Lizzie was placed 
first for Somerset, 75 overall, competing in some 
very challenging conditions.

She said, “I train five times a week so it was great to 
have been placed first for Somerset. It makes all the 
hard work worth it! For anyone interested in joining 
cross country, I’d recommend that you have to really 
enjoy it. Put the effort in, and learn to enjoy the mud! 
There’s lots of mud.”

We were pleased to take part in British Science Week this 
March. Students entered the online Biology Challenge 2020, 
organised by the Royal Society of Biology (find out more here: 
http://buff.ly/2JDpEY0) and our Sixth Formers investigated 
immobilised lipase (pictured).

A special congratulations goes to Year 12 students Belinda 
Luscombe and Peony Guy, who both achieved Highly 
Commended certificates in this year’s British Biology Olympiad.

Dr Beeching

FOCUS on 
READING!
We hope you’ve been enjoying our Sexey’s 
English team’s dedicated remote reading 
programme for KS3 and KS4. 

Teachers are taking time to read chapters from 
key texts (Treasure Island and MR James’ short 
stories) to make sure that students don’t miss 
out on the benefits of tutor time reading while 
remote learning. Yo Ho Ho! Keep reading! 

The Year 7 Reading 
Challenge results are 
in! Congratulations 
to winners 7a1, who 
reached the ceiling 
with 202cm! 2nd 
place was 7b1 with 
128cm, 3rd was 7b2 
with 123cm and 4th 
was 7a2 with 68cm. 
All of the students 
made a fantastic 
effort - well done!

Mrs Bird

BRITISH 
SCIENCE WEEK

http://buff.ly/2JDpEY0
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Four of our Year 8 students - Alex, Domini, 
Milo and Romy - took part in the Salter’s 
Festival of Chemistry at the University of 
Bath this term, coming second place in the 
prestigious ‘Bath University Challenge’ in 
a competition of independent and state 
schools from across the South West. You 
can read Milo’s account from the day on our 
website.

Y E A R  7
TO P 
T I P S . . .

We asked our current Year 7s for their top 
tips for starting at Sexey’s - what are the 

most important things for those coming up in 
September to bear in mind?

Read what they have to say...

With thanks to:
• Zac Brown
• Libby Fooks
• Freya Dowden 
• Olivia Holt
• Mollie Knight
• Oscar Masters
• Ben Pell
• Hannah Power
• Segun White

Remembering tennis balls for 
Squares is a popular tip!

• Don’t be shy it’s 

everyone’s first 

time at secondary 

school just be 
yourself and stay 

confident
• Participate 
in after school 

activities it’s the 

easiest and funnest 

way to make new 

friends 

• Bring spare money for cake sales • Have the right equipment • Have water with you because after P.E. you need to get your breath back 
• Don’t leave your bag outside when it's about to rain because you can't bring it in to the KDR. 

LISTEN &

SMILE!!!

It's very easy to make 
friends, and if you find 
it hard you can go to S3 
or to pastoral, located 
near the library.You will be able to find the classes really easily once you 

have gone through Week A and Week B. You will love this school, there is 
so much to do, so much 
to learn and more to 
explore! 

• Look neat and tidy 

• Be yourself

• Work hard

• Smile and have a laugh

 • Get a locker but don’t 

forget your key!

Don't be worried if you 
don't know where to go, 
no-one else starting in 
year 7 will have a clue 
either. The solution is to 
ask your tutor and other 
teachers.

Make sure you are there 
on time for every lesson 
so you make a good 
impression

Make 
a co
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Volunteer to hand out the books in tutor 
to get more points on your record!

http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2019/05/15/year-8-chemists-win-at-salters-festival-of-chemistry/
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2019/05/15/year-8-chemists-win-at-salters-festival-of-chemistry/
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WORLD BOOK 
DAY 2020

On Thursday 5th March - World Book Day - staff and 
students rose to the challenge and came dressed up 
as their favourite book character for the day.  Prizes 
were given for the best costumes and Mrs Brind - our 
fabulous librarian - designed a literary quiz for lunch time 
tutor, as well as ‘Hunt the Book Title’ challenge where 
students had to find book titles attached to various staff 
members’ lanyards. 

A fantastic 100 books were donated and £100 raised for 
the library.  To see more of the photos and to have a go 
at the literary quiz, please see: bit.ly/WBDSexeys

Congratulations to Owen Marsh, 
Year 9, who has been selected for 
the National Final of the Rotary 
Young Writer competition for his 
creative writing after a challenging 
District round. The judges said of his 
story, ”An original structured piece 
of writing. Imaginative and interesting 
to read.  An impressive flight of 
fantasy as a lonely being from outer 
space finds connection by entering 
the mind of a lonely human. Well 
done Owen.” 

Creative writing success

LISTEN &

SMILE!!!

A huge congratulations to all of our winners:

Fancy Dress:
• Year 7: Alexis Toop
• Year 8: Eloise Dowell
• Year 9 Ethan Nicholls
• Year 10 Finlay Wilson
Lunchtime Quiz:
• Sixth Form - 6WK
• Year 10 - 10LFR
• Year 9 - 9LF
• Year 8 - 8AK
• Year 7 - 7EP
Hunt the book title:  
• Year 7- Mia Salisbury, Christina Arquelles, 
Esmeralda Honore
• Year 8 - Amelia Gray, Summer White, Eli-May 
Adlam 
• Year 9 - DeShawn Afilaka, Kian Davis, Flora 
Straker, Niamh Salisbury, Hayden Lewis 
• Year 10 - James Macey, Zach Markusson
• Group - Phoebe Marsh, Gretel White, Lucy 
Hilton-Jones and Imogen Bartin

http://bit.ly/WBDSexeys
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We’ve spent some time this term focusing on art work for our walls, including a large scale montage of 
our seven school core values, which can be found in Reception and opposite the Pastoral office. 

We were also lucky enough to be gifted a bespoke mural by local artist Steph Myler, designed to inspire 
our students to explore their creativity. You can read more at: http://bit.ly/SexeysMural.

NEW 
ART

http://bit.ly/SexeysMural
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Despite it being a term cut short 
in the Boarding Houses, lots has 
been going on. Mr Kershaw has 
launched a regular newsletter 
update to boarding parents, 
which can be read here, should 
you want more detail on the 
updates below.

Our evening activities have 
included new hit Game of 
Phones, in which Macmillan 
students were set a photo 
challenge to solve a set of 
riddles, involving much dashing 
around and healthy competition! 
Meanwhile Coombe boarders 
have been having pool 
competitions, with some fantastic 
(and interesting!) techniques on 
display.

We’ve also been enjoying cultural 
cooking evenings, including 
Nigerian Joloffe rice and chicken 
made by Ola and Melody 
(delicious and spicy).

Trips out have included a visit to 
‘We the Curious’ in Bristol.  This 
is a hands-on Science exhibition 

centre aimed at encouraging 
young people to ask questions, 
get creative about solutions 
and testing them out.  It is a 
museum that rejects the normal 
‘Shhhhhh!’ and ‘DO NOT 
TOUCH’ attitude and instead 
promotes exploration and 
curiosity, which are at the heart 
of both artistic and scientific 
enquiry. 

A group of boarders have been 
out paintballing, and on various 
mountain biking trips, coming 
back with tales of new stunts 
learnt. Mrs Scannell also took 
the theatre-lovers to a showing 
of Noel Coward’s Blythe Spirit in 
Bath.

We celebrated Chinese New 
Year with a Lion Dance 
workshop (pictured) to practice 
Kung Fu and learn to drive away 
the monster Nian. 

A busy term in all! We wish you a 
wonderful and restful Easter and 
hope to see you back in Boarding 
soon.

Celebrating Chinese New Year with a Lion 
Dance workshop

An evening game of Pictionary is enjoyed in 
Macmillan

F RO M  T H E 
B OA R D I N G 
H O U S E S . . .

Paintballing

http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/boarding/boarding-newsletters-2/
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CHARITY UPDATE
It’s been a prolific year for our 
charity fundraising efforts. In 
addition to the fundraising for 
the school library undertaken 
during World Book Day (please 
see page 7), our students have 
given generously of their time and 
resources to raise much needed 
funds for a number of charities, in 
line with our school core Christian 
value of Kindness.

We also wrote of our student’s 
efforts around Pink Friday, raising 
£2485 for cancer charities in 
memory of Ms Holmes and Ms 
Budd.

This term we have been 
fundraising again, this time in aid 
of the Children’s Liver Disease 
Foundation, on a day known as Big 
Yellow Friday. It’s a cause close to 
our heart - as you can read from 
the report here - and students 
raised a fantastic £660.

Our student magazine team were 
struck with the loneliness statistics 
around Valentine’s Day this year. 
They sold red roses in school, 
raising £50 profit for Mind, bringing 
our annual fundraising total to a 
whopping £3773.11. Well done all!
         

DUKE OF EDINBURGH

We were delighted to learn 
that our Bronze, Silver and 
Gold Duke of Edinburgh 
participants have volunteered 
a total of 1092 hours in their 
local community over the last 
year. 

The social value of these 
hours has been calculated by 
the Award body as totalling 
£4422.60 - a truly fantastic 
effort! Well done to all those 
students who give up their 
time on behalf of others.

Even the staff room entered 
into the (yellow) spirit

The school magazine team 
embarks on rose 
distribution

In our last issue of this newsletter 
we reported on the Year 10 
fundraising for local cancer 
counselling charity, We Hear You. 
Through a number of student-led 
initiatives, including cake sales and 
Soak the Teacher, Year 10 raised a 
cracking total of £578.11. 

http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2020/03/09/big-yellow-friday-2020/
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2020/03/09/big-yellow-friday-2020/
http://bit.ly/2OQpv7e
http://bit.ly/2OQpv7e
https://www.wehearyou.org.uk/contact/
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SIXTH 
FORM

HE+ ESSAY 
SUCCESS

ALUMNI 
We were delighted to hear that 
Harold Toogood who attended 
Sexey’s from 1931-1936, turned 
a magnificent100 years old on 05 
February 2020.

Formerly of South Poorton, 
Dorsetshire, Harry now lives in 
Australia. We understand that he 
celebrated his centenary with 
50 of his friends at a dinner at 
Rydge’s Hotel, Port Macquarie, 
organised by his wife, Judith.

Harry received letters of 
congratulations from Australia’s 
Prime Minister, the Honourable 
Scott Morrison MP, as well as 
Queen Elizabeth II.

Top performing Sixth Form!
among all Sixth Forms (including 
independent schools) and third 
highest in the whole of England 
for a Church of England Academy. 
It is also the second highest 
performing state boarding school 
nationally. To read the full story, 
please see here.

Congratulations to Peony Guy, 
Year 12, for winning a group prize 
for best essay at the HE+ More 
Able trip to Kings of Wessex in 
Cheddar in March - a fantastic 
achievement against some top 
class competition.

You can learn more about our 
More Able offering here.

  

We’re delighted to announce that 
Sexey’s Sixth is the top performing 
state Sixth Form in Somerset and 
Dorset. This is according to official 
data by the Department for Education, 
based on the progress students make 
while undertaking A Levels. 

By the same measure, Sexey’s Sixth 
also ranked fifth highest in Somerset

Harry entered Sexey’s after obtaining 
a scholarship. He joined the RAF and 
was commissioned as a Pilot Officer 
Aeronautical Engineering during 
WWII. Harry was the eldest of four 
boys and reportedly loved his time 
here. Congratulations, Harry!

http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/2020/01/24/top-performing-sixth-form/
http://bit.ly/2CXtXuk
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We’ve been enjoying setting our social media #DailyChallenges on our Twitter, 
Facebook and Instagram school accounts during this period of school closure. 
Thank you to everyone who has gotten involved and shared pictures of their 
home learning, or challenge responses by emailing ssimms@sexeys.somerset.sch.
uk - please keep them coming! You can still enter old challenges - the first six are 
posted below:

After school 
HOURS

Stay in touch! Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and of course online. 

 FINAL WORD...

Do something 
kind for a family 
member

We launched our 
challenges with this 
simple reminder of our 
Christian core values.

Write a letter or 
record a message 
for residents at Cary 
Brook care home

Well done to all who took 
part in support of the 
vulnerable in our community.

Home learning

We asked you to share 
your home learning 
experiences - either with 
photos of videos. How 
are you getting on?

Say hello with a 
video message to 
your tutor group!

During this time of school 
closure, we’re all missing 
the community spirit that 
school can bring.

Enter this year’s 
NATRE Spirited 
Away competition 

Open to all years. Submit 
your entry to NATRE by 
31 July 2020 and be in 
with a chance for a prize!

Create a relaxation 
playlist

Your teachers are looking 
for new music - inspire 
them with a new playlist 
(N.B. Mrs Cullen likes 
Disney and musicals 
apparently...)

Thank you for all of your messages while school has been closed. We hope that you 
are finding our updates useful and we hope to see you all back in school soon!

mailto:ssimms%40sexeys.somerset.sch.uk?subject=Christmas%20Reads%20
mailto:ssimms%40sexeys.somerset.sch.uk?subject=Christmas%20Reads%20
https://www.facebook.com/BrutonStateBoardingSchool/
https://twitter.com/SexeysSchool
https://www.instagram.com/sexeysschool/?hl=en
http://www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

