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We are delighted that you wish to find out more about 
our School. We hope very much that the information 
provided here gives you a sense of the vibrant, exciting 
and aspirational School that we are.

Sexey’s School is a Church of England, co-educational 
state boarding and day school for 11-18 year olds. We 
are ambitious for our students’ academic achievement 
and consistently achieve results that place us at the top 
of the league tables across the South West of England - 
particularly in terms of student progress at both A Level 
and GCSE.

We place students at the heart of everything. Each 
student joins us with their own individual skills, qualities 
and aspirations that it is our privilege and responsibility
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School days have a powerful 
influence on future success in life 
and we believe a Sexey’s education 
can provide the best start. 

to grow, develop and nurture, in line with our seven 
core Christian values of Courage, Respect, Kindness, 
Forgiveness, Empathy, Honesty and Resilience. 

We pride ourselves in our strong staff and student 
relationships, ensuring that every student feels happy, 
safe, cared for and valued. Home to school partnership 
is essential in supporting students in achieving their full 
potential. 

At Sexey’s School we value the importance of learning 
through enrichment. As is outlined in this prospectus, 
we provide a wide range of diverse experiences to 
enable students to develop essential life skills including 
leadership, creativity and problem solving. Boarding 
brings an important dimension to our School, adding 
value with its wealth of culture, opportunities and 
excellent pastoral support.

Choosing the right secondary school for your child is an 
extremely important decision and we would encourage 
you to come and see us, meet our students and 
experience our School in action.

I look forward to meeting you and sincerely hope this 
will be the start of a highly successful partnership.

Mrs Helen Cullen, Headteacher
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The Good 
Schools Guide

“Look no further for value for money: 
All the advantages of boarding in a small 
school without the enormous price tag 
or social pretentiousness.”
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Sexey’s School is named after Hugh Sexey, the son 
of poor parents living in the Bruton area. His baptism 
is thought to be recorded in Bruton Parish Church 
on 18th November 1556. He was largely self-taught 
and, despite his humble origins, rose to an important 
government position as an auditor to Elizabeth 1 
and James 1, becoming a rich man and and extensive 
property owner in the process. 

After his death in 1619, Sexey’s Hospital was established 
by the trustees of his will to care for the elderly, which 
it continues to do today. Later the trustees established 
a school for apprentices within the Hospital grounds. 
Over the intervening 500 years, the school has been 
through various incarnations, moving to its present site 
and being established in 1891.

Sexey’s School today is a Church of England co-
educational state boarding and day school for ages 
11-18. 

We continue to have a strong sense of heritage and 
maintain strong links with our local community - 
from St. Mary’s, Bruton to Sexey’s Hospital, to local 
international art gallery Hauser & Wirth.

We are closely allied to the local army, naval and air 
bases, especially RNAS Yeovilton, with many of our 
students taking part in Cadets.

Our strong sense of history is also clear within school, 
with students playing a competitive playground game 
called Squares each breaktime. While we’re unsure 
of the exact date of its nascence, Sexeians have been 
playing the sport since the early 1900s. It certainly 
brings Old Sexeians of all ages back for a weekend 
community game!

A  B R I E F  H I S TO RY
of Sexey’s School
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We know that school life is so much more than just 
what is learned in the classroom.

Our school’s family atmosphere is enhanced by the 
inclusion of each student in one of four houses: Glynn 
Jones, Golledge, Hobhouse and Knight. Each school 
year has a team of tutors, as well as student leadership 
support. The houses and tutor-based system engender 
healthy competition but also offer students support 
with their studies, academic guidance and pastoral care. 

Students develop strong loyalties to their houses and 
tutor groups and take their inter-house competitions 
(including sports, music, drama, public speaking, charity 
fundraising and poetry) very seriously, leading as they 
do to the annual awarding of the prestigious Bint Shield. 

Student Voice is particularly important to us, and our 
School Parliament is very active and inclusive of all 
years, from Year 7 to Year 13. The student magazine, 
The Sexeian, reports on school news from a pupil 
perspective.

Our biggest asset is our students and they play an 
integral part in the running of the school. We have 
student school leaders at both Year 11 and Year 13, 
who cover all aspects of school life from community, to 
charity, to pastoral support, to boarding.

Our pastoral care team is second to none, with 
students able to attend the Wellbeing Hub during 
school time, or clinics at our Health Centre, which is 
staffed 24/7 during term time.

Louis, Sixth Form Boarder

“Sexey’s is an outstanding environment in which to study and 
prepare for university and later life, all in a safe family setting.”

S T U D EN T  L I F E
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Drama and Music
Drama and Music form an essential part of school life. Recent school productions include shows written 
exclusively for us by our Head of Drama and Music, and even by our students - to rave reviews in the local press. 
We offer a range of musical experiences including Choir, Windband, String Ensemble, Drumming and Folk Club. 
Students perform during school musicals, at seasonal concerts, as well as accompanying special assemblies. Musical 
instrument lessons or Trinity Guildhall exam preparation is offered at additional cost during the school day.

Beyond the classroom
Whatever your strengths or experience, there is a wealth of opportunity for you to take part in life beyond the 
Sexey’s classroom. From Rock Band to Badminton, Global Citizenship to Geology, Fencing to Languages, Duke of 
Edinburgh to Creative Writing or ‘Youth Speaks’ public speaking competitions, there is a club for everyone. And if 
not - we encourage you to start your own!

Careers advice and planning
We provide personal support for students’ career planning throughout their school life, including specialist advice 
from our Independent Careers Advisor. We regularly welcome expert speakers to give insight into key careers 
and run an action packed Careers Week, as well as regular study skills workshops for revision techniques. 

School trips - and time to relax and recharge
In recent years we have run school trips to the French battlefields, the USA, as well as trekking in Nepal and visits 
to our partner school in China. We run an annual ski trip over the Christmas holiday, for all levels of skiing ability. 
We appreciate that modern life can bring many challenges and our Wellbeing team frequently provides tips on 
how to make the most of student’s ‘downtime’ to keep them happy and mentally refreshed.

Dominic, 
Year 7

“I love the range of clubs I can do 
at Sexey’s, with loads of sports and 
especially The Really Wild Club after 
school. We get to hold geckos, spiders 
and snakes - they’re really friendly!”

B ROA D EN I N G
hor izons
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The school sports programme on offer features fixtures 
against most independent and state schools in Somerset, 
Dorset and Wiltshire. Our school teams frequently play in 
county school finals across a range of sports and are highly 
successful in local and regional competitions.

We run international sports tours and some of 
our students also represent the county in national 
competitions. Through partnerships with local 
organisations, we also offer other activities such as national 
athletics, karting, fencing, canoeing, sailing, shooting, indoor 
cricket and extracurricular badminton.

Our sporting facilities include our own indoor heated 
swimming pool, extensive sports pitches (with beautiful 
Somerset countryside views) and indoor and outdoor 
netball, tennis, badminton and basketball courts.

We have a partnership with Bath Rugby and have regular 
training visits for our students as a result. We have also 
recently welcomed members of the Bath Netball team for 
training with our students.

Sport is encouraged far beyond the curriculum and 
our offer is high quality and diverse

S P ORT I N G  L I F E
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Sarah, 
Year 8 Parent

“I am always impressed with how the 
school encourages my children to 
achieve and have a positive attitude to 
learning and acquiring general life skills.”
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ACADEMIC LIFE
Consistently achieving outstanding results, year in, year out

While examination results are not viewed as the main 
criteria for evaluating a school’s success in providing a 
balanced education, they are a helpful indicator. Sexey’s 
students perform consistently highly and well above 
national average across a range of public examinations 
at both GCSE and A Level, placing us among the top of 
league tables year on year.

Importantly, our results show excellent academic 
outcomes in progress students make during their time 
at Sexey’s, as recognised by independent data analysis 
and educational philosophy provider, Alps Education.

Over 90% of our students progress on to their first 
choice university, with half of those being at Russell 
Group universities. A number of our students secure 
Oxbridge places, as well as take up Higher Level 
Apprenticeships.

A Personalised Approach

We value the diversity of every single member of 
the Sexey’s community and will always ensure this is 
reflected in our teaching and learning.

If, at any stage, students are identified as having 
additional special needs, we endeavour to provide a 
personalised provision to meet their need. This applies 
as much to extending the gifted and talented as to 
providing necessary support for those with specific 
learning difficulties. More information on our ‘More 
Able’ programme, or a policy for those with special 
educational needs is available on request from school or 
can be viewed via our website.
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As a state boarding school, education is free for all eligible 
boarders (those who have a UK passport or a right to 
residency in the UK). This means that parents who choose to 
send their children to board at Sexey’s only pay for the cost of 
boarding, which equates to an annual fee that is approximately 
two thirds less than the cost of an independent boarding 
education.

Each year, boys and girls join us from around the UK and 
overseas to live and work with us at Sexey’s, giving the school 
a real mix of cultures, experiences and talents.

The boarding houses are set within the school grounds, 
directly adjacent to the school. A highly experienced team of 
staff care for our boarders whilst challenging them to achieve 
their hopes, dreams and aspirations. Houses are set up to 
mirror a family environment with a range of ages within each 
co-educational house.

Our boarding and day students attend lessons together, so 
close friendships are made. Boarding students can visit day 
students’ families on agreement with parents or guardians as 
well as boarding house parents.

Evening and weekend activities are varied and plenty, 
including sports (such as swimming in our indoor pool), baking 
competitions, or trips to local places of interest. Please read 
our boarding newsletters on the school website for more 
information.

B OA R D I N G
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SIXTH FORM

Based in its own bespoke building, our Sixth Form offers the 
best of both worlds for boarders and non-boarders alike. 

We are exceptionally proud of our Sixth Form students. They 
achieve well, develop excellent personal, social and employability 
skills and are equipped with the characteristics and resilience to 
become successful members of society.

The teaching in the Sexey’s Sixth Form is of a high quality and 
students make very strong progress throughout their studies.

Learning is tailored to the needs of each individual and our 
dedicated Sixth Form team is always on hand to provide advice 
and guidance, from UCAS submissions to subject choices.

We invite you to read our Sixth Form Guide, attend our Sixth 
Form Open Evening and visit us during the school day to 
experience the fantastic provision and unique atmosphere of 
Sexey’s Sixth.

Alannah, Sixth Form Boarder

“Sexey’s is a great choice. The sense of community and 
belonging is striking, and there are so many people looking out 
for you and always around for a chat.”
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The Times named Bruton as being among the Top 10 ‘Hippest’ 
Places to Live in the UK, not least for our town’s attractions 
including Hauser & Wirth’s contemporary art gallery, Roth Bar 
& Grill, and destination hotel and restaurants ‘At The Chapel’, 
‘Osip’ and ‘The Newt, Somerset’.

The school is two hours away from London and its international 
connections, with multiple accessible transport links via rail, bus 
and road to the cities of Bristol, Bath, Southampton, Wells and 
Exeter.

How do I apply?
To apply for a boarding or day place at Sexey’s School, please 
visit our ‘Admissions’ section on our website. Alternatively you 
can contact our Admissions team by phone, email or post. They 
will guide you though the application process:
T: 01749 814101              
E: admissions@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

We look forward to welcoming you to Sexey’s School!

HOW 
do I get to Sexey’s?
Location-wise, Sexey’s is set in a picturesque valley opposite a working 
water mill and rolling fields in the Somerset town of Bruton.

Train stations: Bruton and 
Castle Cary 
Airports: Bristol and London 
Heathrow
Major roads: M5, M4, A303
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Cole Road
Bruton

Somerset
BA10  0DF

Headteacher: Mrs Helen Cullen
Director of Boarding: Mr Haydn Kershaw

T: 01749 813393
E: admissions@sexeys .somerset .sch.uk 

@SexeysSchool
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