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WELCOME
As we close the year, we
reflect on all that we have
achieved this term.
In the last week alone we
have celebrated our students’
successes in Sport with our
inaugural Sports Awards
Evening and Creative Arts in
our annual Showcase. I hope
that you enjoy reading about
these in the following pages.
Election fever has hit Sexey’s
and we are proud to have
hosted local candidates in
school to speak to our Sixth
Form. Please read on for more
on what we have been doing
in school Politics in recent
weeks.
I am incredibly proud to
announce that we have just
received an Alps certificate of
outstanding progress, showing
that Sexey’s Sixth is in the Top
10% nationally for adding value
to a student’s performance at
A Level. Congratulations to all
involved - this is lovely news
on which to end the term!
I hope that you enjoy reading
this newsletter and wish you
a very restful and peaceful
Christmas. I look forward to
welcoming everyone back in
January.
Helen Cullen, Headteacher
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ELECTION FEVER
On Friday 6th December we welcomed local candidates standing for
the Somerset and Frome constituency into school to talk to Sixth
Form about their party policies. Thank you to:
• Adam Boyden – Liberal Democrats
• Dr Andrea Dexter – Green Party
• Sean Adam Dromgoole – Labour
for taking the time during a busy election campaign period to engage
with our students. Feedback was very positive, with the politicians
tweeting after the event that they had found students engaged, bright,
and a credit to the school.
To read more about our in-school mock elections, please visit p.10.

Ecobags: a big
thank you!

ZERO for the
WIN
Well done to the 154 students who
won places in the very first Sexey’s
School Zero Club, celebrating students
who have zero behaviour points on
ClassCharts this half term.

Thank you to all who
designed and bought
Sexey’s Science
Ecobags this term. In
total we sold 229 bags,
raising valuable money
for the Science USA
trip in July next year.
And we were blown
away by the drawing
skills!

Students were invited to enjoy (age
appropriate) film sessions on 11
December 2019 in recognition of their
exceptional engagement in learning,
behaviour, and homework.
www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

WE WILL REMEMBER THEM
This year we marked Remembrance Day with a
moving in-school service in memory of all those
men and women who have given their lives in
service to their country.

the school in laying wreaths to the fallen, as did
Issy C, whose father is currently serving in the
Far East.
Students Adam W and Emily D read poems and
readings to reflect on the two World Wars. The
Heads of School, Erin C and Camilla D, then read
the names of former members of the School who
gave their lives in combat. The School Windband
accompanied students and teachers in the School
Song and National Anthem.

Students in the Cadet Forces, led by Cadet
Regimental Sergeant Major Albert S, represented

You can read more and watch a video at bit.ly/
RemService2019

CHARITY CORNER

Religious Studies trip to
see Richard Dawkins
On November 28th, our Sixth Form
Religious Studies students spent an engaging
evening with Richard Dawkins, who said that
Religious Education should remain in schools
if taught critically and logically, allowing
students to make up their own minds. Thank
you to Mrs Nurse for arranging the trip to
Bath to hear Mr Dawkins speak.
www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

Mr Carpenter gets a
soaking for charity!
Well done to Year 10, who all this half term
have been raising money for ‘We Hear You’, a
professional cancer counselling charity. Each
tutor group has taken it in turns to raise funds,
with scores on the doors as follows: £165.25
(10TB), £120.31 (10LF), £181.55 (10SG). At the
time of finishing this newsletter, the final total
from 10AP was yet to be counted.
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END of
YEAR
CREATIVE
SHOWCASE
A superb night of celebration!
View more photos at:
bit.ly/SexeysShowcase2019
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STUDENT
PARLIAMENT

Volunteer representatives from each year group joined a
session of the whole school student Parliament in the first
week of December, discussing the school environment and
ecology issues, among a range of other topics selected by their
tutor groups to be brought forward. Each item will be discussed
further with Mrs Cullen before actions taken.
We were delighted to be joined by Mr Hodges, a School
Governor, in the newly revamped ICT3.
Mr Carpenter

IT’S GOLD for
SEXEY’S SIXTH!
We’re very pleased to announce that our Sixth
Form has been placed in the top 10% of schools
nationally for A Levels by independent data
analysis and educational philosophy provider, Alps
Education.
The analysis was undertaken on A Level
performance for 2,996 schools and colleges
across the UK in 2019 and has resulted in us
receiving a Certificate of Outstanding Progress
from Alps (pictured). The data analysed is based
on our three-year A Level score.

Alps Education
is a system that
allows schools to
get a measure of
the value they add
to a student’s A
Level performance
compared to what
might be expected
of them. For more
on this story,
please see: bit.ly/
SexeysAlps2019

www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

SUCCESS ACROSS THE BOARD
IN ICT

Congratulations to the following Year 10 students
who have made it through to the second round
of the GCHQ Cyber Discovery programme: Elliot
Ashford, Finlay Wilson, Imogen Bartin, Mirae Roberts,
Nathaniel Beaven, Phoebe Marsh, Rory Morrison,
Will Hart, Zach Woodham and Zachariah Markusson.
Students now have until May to access and engage
with a variety of cyber security challenges designed
to push students critical thinking, problem solving and
programming skills.
Selected Year 8 girls will also be taking part in the
National Cyber Security Centre competition and will
be pitted against other Somerset schools. Good luck!
Congratulations also go to Ben Wheller in Year 9 for
completing his Bronze “Inspiring Digital Enterprise
Award” (iDEA). All students in Year 8 and 9 are set
this challenge to complete over the course of the
year and interact with a variety of online activities
that contribute to them achieving specific badges.
Ben successfully completed activities totalling 250
points and will be moving on to the Silver badge in
due course. Well done!
Mr Fauceglia
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Jones and Smith, self-proclaimed ‘best
detectives in the city’, have just been given
a new case. This time, they’re solving the
mystery of who stole the jewels. Three billion
pounds’ worth, to be exact. Problem is, there
are too many leads.
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We were lucky enough to follow the two
eponymous ‘heroes’ (aka Elijah Taylor
and Audrey Greensmith) on their quest
to uncover the (surprising) culprit, in this
cracking new comedy-drama by Year 11
boarder, C. Howarth.
Congratulations to all 38 members of the
Cast - ranging from Year 7 right the way
up the school - who did a fantastic job of
navigating the audience through the various
plot twists and turns to the big reveal - did
you guess who’d dunnit?
As always, it’s impossible to go without
mentioning the sterling work of the
Production Team - from construction
and decoration, to Props, Hair & Makeup,
Costume, Lighting, Sound and Front of
House. Our thanks also go to Mrs Waller
and her team for some much needed
Refreshments - especially for those of us who
Four
of ourthe
Year(freezing
8 students
- Alex,
Domini,
had
enjoyed
cold)
Bruton
Late
Milo
and
Romy
took
part
in
the
Salter’s
Night Shopping evening on Wednesday!
Festival of Chemistry at the University of
Jones
Smith
rancoming
from 3rd-4th
2019.
Bath&this
term,
secondDecember
place in the
All
photos are‘Bath
by Charlotte
Kiddell,
Year 12.in
prestigious
University
Challenge’
a competition of independent and state
schools from across the South West.You
can read Milo’s account from the day on our
website.
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IN THE PINK

We were so pleased to have raised £2485.24 for
research into cancer at our Pink Friday charity event
this term. We held in day to commemorate two very
special teachers, colleagues and friends who dedicated
their working lives to Sexey’s and who are very much
missed, both in the boarding house and in school.
To read a full account of the day including poems and
readings from a special assembly in honour of Ms
Holmes and Ms Budd, please see the school magazine,
November edition, available here.

FROM OUR PASTORAL HUB

Physics school trip

The Pastoral Hub has been busy, as ever, over the past
few months working to expand and develop the range of
support and intervention offered to our students. The
Pastoral Hub is here to ensure that emotional health and
wellbeing of the school community is supported both via
targeted interventions and ensuring that information and
sources of support are available to all.
We have been missing Mr Golden who has been taking
time off for paternity leave, but we are very lucky to have
welcomed Mr Bray. Many of you will already have met him
as the new Houseparent in Macmillan, but Mr Bray is also
becoming familiar to Day students in his ‘day job’ role as
Safeguarding administrator and intervention worker.
The Pastoral Team have been promoting good mental
health and ways to protect it. We have set up a Twitter
account @SexeysWellbeing to continue to support
students, staff and parents by sharing relaxation and coping
techniques for life in and out of school, along with fun ways
to keep happy and healthy and top tips for staying safe.
Please do take a look and follow us if you can.
www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

On Friday 8th November, a group
of students went on a Physics
trip to the Fleet Air Arm Museum
for a design challenge set by BAE
Systems. Students competed against
other schools to build an aeroplane
undercarriage, budgeting and
presenting it to a panel of judges!
Mr A King
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What a night! Our very first
Sexey’s Sports Awards brightened
up an otherwise VERY wet and
dreary December evening. Thank
you to everyone who ventured
out to make it such a success.
We celebrated the
in-school sporting
successes of students
who have worked
so hard on both an
individual and team level,
with a full list available at
bit.ly/SexeysPEAwards19.
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We were also lucky enough to
welcome Heather Fell, Olympian
Pentathlete, who inspired students
with words about overcoming
disappointment and personal
failure to achieve greatness.

S

Sexey’s
Established 1891

AWARDS
You said... “Thank you so much to the wonderful Sexey’s sports department and Heather Fell for a brilliant and
inspiring evening. Congratulations to all the students who were celebrated for their sporting achievements and
dedication. Well done all.” Follow us on @SexeysSports on twitter for match updates and more!

SEXEY’S DANCING STARS
Well done to our dancing stars Libby F (Year
7) and Savina I (Year 8 boarder) who have both
had a lot of success in their ballroom and Latin
dancing this term. Savina qualified and took part in
the Supadance National Finals in Blackpool, while
Libby came first place in an inter-school dancing
competition in Ballroom (ages 9-11). She also
qualified for the ISTD National Finals in Blackpool.
We love to hear of your out-of-school sporting
successes, so please let us know!
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MATCH
REPORTS
Well done to everyone who has played hard
for their teams this term. We have had a lot to
celebrate, even making it to the front webpage
of England Hockey with our U14 Schools
Championships game! We’re looking forward now
to the rescheduled Somerset Schools Hockey
Finals which our Years www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk
7-9 teams have made it to!

F RO M TH E
BOA R D I N G
HOUSES...

What a way to end this festive term! Our

with each house preparing for a night of

boarders have been away to see the Festival

fun and festivities. As is traditional, Coombe

of Light at Longleat (pictured above), to the

will be taking over the KDR, meanwhile

pantomime at Yeovil Octagon Theatre and

Macmillan boarders will be heading to

shopping at the famous Bath Christmas

the Montague Inn for their evening. After

markets, not to mention all the festivities

dinner the celebrations continue with a

enjoyed in the boarding houses.

shared disco for all the boarders, hosted by
Coombe House - we will share the photos

The panto - Snow White and the Seven

as soon as we have them available!

Dwarfs - was a roaring success, with Year
9 boarder Marcos de la Torre Monras and

We wish our boarders - plus Mr Todd,

Manu Montanchez Reig (Year 7) saying, “It

Mr Ward and Ms Sims Preston - well as

was so funny! We loved all the big characters

they head off on the school ski trip to

and costumes. Even for us Spanish students,

Bardonecchia, Italy this Christmas holiday.

it was easy to follow.” Year 7 student Ivy

We look forward to hearing the stories!

The Headteacher and her daughter joined
our boarders at the Yeovil pantomime this
year... oh yes she did!

Clarke agreed, saying that she particularly
loved the Dame, Nurse Nelly, played by

Before we know it, it will be time for drop

Steve Bennett.You can watch the cast

off on Sunday 5th January, from 6pm. Our

discussing the show here.

new Director of Boarding, Mr Haydn
Kershaw, is looking forward to meeting you

Our Year 7 girls have been giving us their

(if you don’t already know him from Science,

verdict on their favourite evening activities,

of course). If you would like to say hello,

with swimming coming a unanimous first

he will be in Macmillan House from 6-7pm,

place, swiftly followed by badminton,

then in Coombe from 7-8pm and as always,

basketball and baking (allegedly “not

is available on hkershaw@sexeys.somerset.

supposed to be a competition, but it quickly

sch.uk should you want to get in touch.

turns into one!”). Write in and tell us what
you most enjoy - we love your feedback.

We wish you all a wonderful and restful
holiday and look forward to welcoming

As always, the annual Feast Nights (12 Dec)

you all back refreshed in January! Have a

are a topic of much anticipation this year,

wonderful Christmas.

www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

Boarders enjoyed a recent shopping trip to
the famous Bath Christmas markets
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SIXTH
FORM

IN SCHOOL ELECTIONS
The snap General Election this
December afforded our students
with an unusual opportunity.
Unlike with most summertime
elections, some of our Upper Sixth
have made it to 18, enabling them
to vote for the first time.

Student questions focused heavily
on climate concerns, as well as
the debate around lowering the
voting age to 16. Debates were
had around how students gather
political information, and how
varying sources (media, parents,
friends) affect their vote.

The school magazine team
interviews a selection of
candidates

Mrs Elliott and Mrs Bazen
(Politics) responded by asking
Year 12 Politics students to
represent four key political parties:
Conservative, Green, Labour, and
Liberal Democrats, for our own
in-school elections.

Mock elections in school
were held in tandem with the
national ones on Thursday
12th December.

The candidates campaigned
throughout school by populating
social media accounts, distributing
posters, and conducting interviews
with the school magazine team
(you can read the resulting
Election special edition here).

In 2015, our school election
predicted the unpredictable,
forecasting the referendum
where Brexit began, so there
was a lot of anticipation for
how students would vote this
time around.

The candidates were then invited
to take part in a hustings during
the assemblies for each year group.
In these sessions, they gave a
short speech on what their party
stands for, and why they should be
elected.
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Example election poster

Alongside these elections which
raised awareness of politics
throughout the school, Mrs Elliott
ran PSHE sessions for our 18 year
old students on the importance
of voting, and how to go about
registering. Local candidates Adam
Boyden (Lib Dem), Dr Andrea
Dexter (Green) and Sean Adam
Dromgoole (Labour) visited school
to speak to our Sixth Formers.

With 356 people voting, the
results were as follows: 37
spoilt ballots, 14 Green Party,
96 Conservative, 96 Labour,
113 Liberal Democrats.
Congratulations to the Lib
Dems!

www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

Careers 101
Our independent Careers Advisor,
Wendy Watson, spent a dedicated
session with Year 12 this month,
speaking to them about potential
post-18 career, university and

L AUNCH OF HE+
2019/20
Many thanks to our ‘More Able’
Co-ordinator Dr Beeching and
to all involved in the University
of Cambridge’s HE+ programme
launch event in Cheddar in
November.
We’re delighted to have so many
of our Sixth Formers on board
with the programme, which
provides guided activities to
explore beyond the curriculum.
We’re now looking forward to the
residential in Cambridge in July!
You can learn more about our
More Able offering here.
www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk

apprenticeship opportunities
open to them. She explained
where they were able to look
for more information about the
future job market - for example,
on our dedicated Careers
webpage, which is updated
regularly - and how to prepare
themselves for the world postSexey’s.

ALUMNI
Old Sexeian Max Doughty (2011
- 2016) got in touch recently
with this photo of him taken with
Swedish climate activist, Greta
Thunberg.
It was taken during a surprise
meeting in Stockholm on Max’s
interrail trip (on International
Women’s Day in March).
Later that day, Greta was named
Swedish Woman of the Year by
the Swedish Women’s Educational
Association for her inspirational
work.
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After school
HOURS

Looking for some last minute present inspiration, or for a little light reading
this holiday time? Our school librarian, Mrs Brind, has created the following list
of Christmas Reads to keep you feeling merry and bright. Let us know your
favourites, or submit a review for posting up in the library, to ssimms@sexeys.
somerset.sch.uk!

The Lion, the
Witch and the
Wardrobe
C. S. Lewis

Little Women
Louisa May
Alcott

A book in which it is
‘always winter but
never Christmas’...

Some superb wintery
scenes - read the book
before you watch the
new film this holiday

Frost Hollow Hall
Emma Carroll

The Dark is Rising
Susan Cooper

A spine-chilling ghostly
mystery full of hope
- the perfect winter
ghost story to cosy up
with by the fire

Follow hero Will
Stanton while he does
battle with the forces
of evil over the twelve
days of Christmas

The Box of
Delights
John Masefield

The 101
Dalmatians
Dodie Smith

Follow Kay through
time as he seeks to
protect the magical Box
of Delights

We’re familiar with the
plot - but how well do
you really know this
children’s classic?

And if you’re looking for further reading - the School Library has just been donated Can Reindeer Fly? The Science of Christmas
by Roger Highfield. Come and have a browse - and don’t forget to return your library books at the start of term!
Year 7 Reading Challenge Update: Y7 has been working hard over the past few weeks to read as many fiction books
as they can. The four English classes are competing to read a tower of books at least as high as the average Year 7 student
(approximately 150cm). The winning class will have a prize when the challenge ends on Friday January 17th. Last year, the
winning class made it to a massive 366cm and every group exceeded the target of 150cm. Will a group this year beat that
record? The race is on and the towers are looking promising! Year 7 students are aiming to get plenty of reading done over
Christmas so that they have lots of centimetres to add to their class towers. 					
Mrs Bird

WELCOMING YOU BACK...

• Sunday 5th January: Boarders return to the Boarding Houses (from 18:00)
• Monday 6th January: School term starts at 08.40

Stay in touch! Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram, and of course online.
Term dates can be found at: www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/parents/term-dates/
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