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Hello, we are the editorial
team of Sexey’s School
magazine: Emily, Daisy, Imogen,
Izzie and Erin. Welcome to
the latest edition of The
Sexeian!
This month, we’re off on
the campaign trail as Sexey’s
students prepare to cast their
in-school vote on Thursday
12th December. Hear from
our main party candidates in
an issue you really can’t afford
to miss! How will YOU vote?
As the festive season is
practically upon us, we also
have some Christmas cheer
to keep you entertained.
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On the campaign trail: We report on
the main political points from our Sexey’s
candidates ahead of election day, plus Ms
Bazen gives us the lowdown on why your
vote matters
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Features
10 Get Creative! Try your hand
at some festive gingerbread this
holiday
11 Fun Christmas Facts Do you
know how many mince pies are
sold in the UK each year?!

11
2

Crossword Corner
12 Festive fun Battle your wits with
our prize crossword - will you be #1?
www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/extracurricular/school-magazine

HOW
WILL
YOU
USE
YOUR
VOTE?
In the run up to the election, it
seems like politics surrounds us even at Sexey’s! As we approach
our own in-school vote, we spoke to
Mrs Bazen, Head of History
and Politics, to get the scoop on
why it is important for youth to talk
about politics.

ELECTION
DAY:
THURS 12
DECEMBER
2019
It’s really important that young
people understand the system
so we can prepare them for the
vote. It also raises awareness
that politics is a choice - and that
you can’t complain about the
outcome if you do not vote at all!

young people are very concerned
about climate change. However, I
think it will end with Labour or
Conservatives just winning it.
Interview by Emily Dillon, from the
campaign trail
Photos of magazine team interviewing party
candidates

Why do you think politics
is important for young
people?
First and foremost, politics
affects young people too!
Topics like income support and
housing benefits are discussed in
Parliament and do not only affect
adults.

DID YOU KNOW?
As an overseer, who do
you think the students will
vote for?
A couple of years ago, Sexey’s
predicted the unpredictable - we
forecast the referendum where
Brexit began. This means there’s
a good chance that our votes will
closely mimic the country’s. In a
school environment, the Green
Party always does very well as

www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/extracurricular/school-magazine

DID YOU KNOW??

On November 26th
(the deadline for a
postal vote in these
elections), 252,444
Under 25s registered
to vote
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TRUE
BLUE

First up, we hear from Albert Steele,Year 12, who is leading the Conservative
Party campaign,
campaign. alongside Joe Wheller.
Reporting by Emily Dillon

What does your party stand for and why do you think that is important?
The Conservative party stands for the people; forget about the typical stereotypes, it is there to
listen and accept what the people want, need and view necessary for the country. Along with
this it is there to form a strong stable government which is extremly important as it will guide the
country and uphold its prestigious reputation. This must be undertaken by a leader with upmost
pride, as seen in Boris Johnson over the past four months.
Why are you interested in politics and why do you think politics are important for young
people?
Personally I’m interested in politics due to the fact there is no normal and that traditions and
what was seen as impossible is happening today. Everything that has happened over the past
few months adds a sense of the unknown and that itself brings excitement, as who knows what
could happen next. I feel it’s essential that young people have an understanding of politics
because it provides a more democratic country where everyone develops their own opinions
and not just following the example of their parents, consequently meaning they are more
politically aware resulting in greater participation, voting in the future.
What do you think about sixteen-year-olds having the vote?
This question is highly debatable hence why I have not come to a complete conclusion, but at
the moment I feel we shouldn’t be allowed to vote as not everyone is made aware of politics
and may have not come to an opinion of who they believe could possibly take on the role
of controlling the country. Instead they could just be following the example of their mates or
parents which is completely fine, however it results in an undemocratic final vote which may be
highly diluted, not providing a clear majority.
Read the full party manifesto at:vote.conservatives.com/our-plan
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Daisy Spicer-Ralfe reports on her
interview with Labour Party school
candidates, Maddy Britton and Abe
Hooberman

What does your party stand for?
Labour is the people’s party - it helps the many, not the few.
Our manifesto focuses on the climate emergency, ending “food
bank Britain” and rewriting the rules of the economy so it works
for everyone – not just the billionaires.
This is our chance to deliver a million genuinely affordable
homes and a million climate jobs across every region and
nation of the UK.
Why are you interested in politics?
We believe it’s important to be aware of what’s going on in our
country.
What do you think about sixteen-year-olds getting the
vote?
We think that sixteen year olds should have the vote - they
should get involved in politics as it affects young people too.
We welcome this opportunity in school to encourage students
to make their own minds up about the future of the county.
Do you have any advice for anyone voting in the coming
weeks?
Look into all parties, not just any that you are initially interested
in. Its important to know what everyone stands for before you
make a judgement.
Read the full party manifesto at:labour.org.uk/manifesto

www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/extracurricular/school-magazine
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A D E M O C R AT I C
VISION

IMOGEN BARTIN REPORTS
ON THE LIBER AL
D E M O C R AT S ’ O F F E R , A S
T O L D B Y C A N D I D AT E S
ALIC E MAC E Y AND IMOGE N
PA I G E , Y E A R 12

What does your party stand for and why do you think that is important?
Our slogan is ‘Stop Brexit for a brighter future’. We are the strongest Remain party and want
to invest the £50 billion Remain Bonus in public services - including investing in mental
health - and tackling inequality.
We are addressing the climate emergency by pledging
to generate 80% of our electricity from renewables by
2030. We also want to give every child the best start
in life by recruiting 20,000 more teachers as part of an
extra £10 billion a year for schools.
Follow our Insta account for updates:
@libdemsatsexeysschool.
Why are you interested in politics and why do you
think politics are important for young people?
Honestly, I got into Politics because I couldn’t do
Sociology at A Level! But I’ve quickly found out just how
important it is for young people to be involved in making
our voices heard. Ours is the future so it’s important
that we’re aware of the choices that are being for us.
What do you think about sixteen-year-olds having
the vote?
We think it’s very important that they should be able
to. It would need the support of schools to encourage
appropriate education though. If you start voting at 16
you vote for life.
Read the full party manifesto at: www.libdems.org.
uk/plan
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EMMA
THORNTON
AND
ADETOLE
ADETUNJI,
BOTH YEAR
12 , T E L L
IZ Z IE LOVE
W H AT
THEY’RE ALL
ABOUT IN
2 0 19

What does your party stand for?
Our party stands for environmentalism and social justice. We think this is important because
of the drastic effects we are seeing from climate change, and especially because the current
government is don’t seem to be taking it into account. For example, Boris Johnson did not
attend the leaders’ climate change debate arranged by Channel 4 recently - something that
David Attenborough has said he was disappointed by.
Also we want to give people equal opportunities in all fields.
Why are you interested in politics and why do you think politics are important for
young people?
We chose politics to be able to fully understand how the UK’s government works and in what
ways it will affect us as citizens of the United Kingdom. We also chose it to better learn how
we contribute towards being a better social citizen, meaning we are more informed for the
future.
What do you think about sixteen-year-olds having the vote?
We believe that by the age of 16 we are mature and educated enough to make informed decisions regarding the country we live in. More decisions would be made with the interest of
the younger generations in mind then, which could lead to large changes and different, long
term priorities.
Read the full party manifesto at:campaigns.greenparty.org.uk/manifesto/
www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/extracurricular/school-magazine
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DO YOU WANT TO HAVE
YOUR SAY?
We asked all of our candidates, but what do you think about the fact that you have to be
aged 18 to vote?
Thousands of school students have taken to the streets and gone on strike in the past few
months to demand action on the climate crisis. Despite their concerns and activism, the
motion to lower the voting age to 16 fell.
But politics is shifting in favour of younger voters on some fronts, and in Wales, 16 and
17-year-olds may soon be able to vote in local elections.
The Guardian newspaper is keen to hear from students aged 16-17 on what their biggest
concerns are this election and what, if any, impact they hope to have.
To get involved, Sexey’s Sixth Formers can visit https://www.theguardian.com/society/2019/
nov/18/young-people-what-are-the-most-important-general-election-issues and fill in their online
form. You may be contacted by a journalist to hear your thoughts.

AND OF COURSE, EVERYONE - THINK CAREFULLY ABOUT
HOW YOU ARE GOING TO VOTE IN OUR IN-SCHOOL
ELECTIONS!
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REAL LIFE
S T O RY:
POLITICS
I N AC TI O N

On Tuesday 19th November, the magazine team’s very own Izzie was invited by Bruton’s Town Council to address South Somerset District Council’s Regulation Committee. She was asked to voice her
opposition to a high density housing development proposed by the river in Bruton (Brewham Road).
It wasn’t the first time she had spoken out in local politics - members of the Council including Mayor
and Head Councillor Ewan Jones had previously been impressed with Izzie’s strength of conviction
regarding the environmental crisis we are facing and about road safety for herself and other Bruton
children walking to and from school. They invited Izzie to speak because they wanted to stress the
power and importance of involving children in Council and Government issues.
Izzie says, “It was very nerve-wracking, standing up in front of the Council to voice my views, but I’m
very passionate about this issue so wanted to try to make a difference. I’m opposed to the building of
60 new houses in the woods on my walk to school, largely because of the environmental impact it will
have, digging up the trees there. It’s a pretty area by the river and we used to play there when we were
younger. I also feel that the development would make my walk to school more dangerous.
“While I got a great reaction and a large round of applause, we unfortunately lost. But we’re not going
to give up and will be making appeals. I hope that I get more opportunities to have my say in local
politics and speaking up for what I believe in the future and would encourage others who care about
something to do the same. Don’t let perceptions about your age put you off!”
Headteacher Mrs Cullen added, “It’s impressive to see our young people involved in politics, standing
up for what they believe and making their voices heard. Well done Izzie!”

www.sexeys.somerset.sch.uk/extracurricular/school-magazine
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F RO M TH E
BOA R D I N G
HOUSES...

G E T C R E AT I V E W I T H O U R G I N G E R B R E A D R E C I P E !
TR I E D A N D TE STE D BY E R I N H A Z E LL

Ingredients:
225g plain flour
½ tsp salt
2 tsp bicarbonate of soda
1 heaped tsp ground ginger
½ tsp cinnamon
50g unsalted butter
100g soft brown sugar
100g golden syrup
Method:
1.Heat oven to 190C/170C fan/gas 5 and line a baking tray with baking parchment.
Sieve the flour, salt, bicarb, ginger and cinnamon into a large bowl. Heat the butter,
sugar and syrup until dissolved. Leave the sugar mixture to cool slightly, then mix into
the dry ingredients to form a dough. Chill the dough in the fridge for 30 mins.
2.On a surface lightly dusted with flour, roll out the dough to a ¼-inch thickness.
Stamp out the gingerbread men shapes with a cutter, then re-roll any off-cuts and
repeat. Place your gingerbread shapes on the lined trays, allowing space for them to
spread. Cook for 10-15 mins, then remove from the oven and leave to cool.

Created some crackers? Send us your photos at schoolmagazine@sexeys.somerset.
sch.uk and we’ll feature them in the next edition of the magazine!
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FUN
FACTS!
A hogamadog is a huge ball
of snow built up by rolling a
snowball around
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Quizzical
Christmas

Do battle with your wits this Christmastide with
our festive crossword. Send in your answers to
schoolmagazine@sexeys.somerset.sch.uk and the first
correctly completed entry that we receive will win a prize!

Christmas Crossword!
1

2

3
4

5

6
7

8

9

10
11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

Across

Down

2. Currency is lira, capital is Ankara (6)

1. Proxima Centauri, Betelgeuse, etc. (4)

8. From which film is the quote, "Stick to the four main food
groups?"? (3)

3. Anagram of 'yeti duel' (8)

9. Something to forget about after January (11)

5. Joseph's profession (9)

10. Lead guitarist of Oasis (4)
11. A very well-known snowman
13. Seraphim, Cherubim, etc. (5)
14. Number of reindeer Father Christmas has?

4. happening right now! (7)
6. Anagram of 'a seafowl' (9)
7. Anagram of 'boot gang' (8)
12. Dr Seuss' unsavory green character (3,6)

15. Two words -from which film is the quote, "This is my house, I
have to defend it."? (4,5)
16. The band that sang 'Last Christmas' (4)
17. Protagonist of 'A Christmas Carol' (7)
18. An old can, a room in a prison- each of the clues is a
12 of part of the word (6)
homophone

Happy holidays!
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