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Art and Design
Something to think about…
What is the importance of art in society today?

Something to read about…
Tate Galleries: Tate Modern, Tate Britain, Tate Liverpool, 
Tate St Ives (www.tate.org.uk), The Yorkshire Sculpture Park 
(www.ysp.org.uk) and The Royal Academy of Arts 
(www.royalacademy.org.uk).

Something to listen to…
Art Matters podcasts (www.artuk.org) created by Ferren Gibson 
exploring the interesting ways art meets popular culture and 
non-traditional art topics. Podcasts include: Art and Tattoos, Art 
References in Recent Hip Hop, Hair Trends Throughout Art 
History.

Biology
Something to think about…
What does it mean to be alive? Should we take more action to 
protect the Biodiversity on our planet? How far should Biologists 
go in the manipulation of an organisms genome?

Something to read about…
Oxford University Press transition pack
@AngiePeahen booklet
PiXL booklet
Free CGP e-book
Shelley Parry’s enrichment from Y11 to Y12.

Something to listen to…
The Natural Selection podcast
Infinite Monkey Cage podcast
Horizon documentaries available on the BBC iPlayer

WELCOME TO SEXEY’S SIXTH SUPERCHARGE!

Try these ideas for your chosen subjects to prepare 
for life at Sexey’s Sixth 

http://www.tate.org.uk/
http://www.ysp.org.uk/
http://www.royalacademy.org.uk/
http://www.artuk.org/
http://fdslive.oup.com/www.oup.com/oxed/secondary/science/Science_A_Level_Transition_Pack_Biology.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LYML4s69nB3b_HzQ764SEQJyemZ8WV5O/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oyhy2TVbyAOZ8o9QJFm6m4SxRLMhYmJX/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Oyhy2TVbyAOZ8o9QJFm6m4SxRLMhYmJX/view
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Head-Start-level-Biology-Level-ebook/dp/B00VE2NIOI/ref=msx_wsirn_v1_3/259-0922743-4799544?_encoding=UTF8&pd_rd_i=B00VE2NIOI&pd_rd_r=0b9dbecd-8c91-43ed-8cb7-95c3137282ef&pd_rd_w=XxLER&pd_rd_wg=adPAb&pf_rd_p=2c73497e-0658-4f6d-8f3c-06c50c0881ec&pf_rd_r=XM9XCBYH1TH593V5E0S9&psc=1&refRID=XM9XCBYH1TH593V5E0S9
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1rBmC4H0mjeAuvjS9BS4NoLfb65EIR8UgxXF6lM1itT0/edit
https://naturalselectionpodcast.weebly.com/about-the-podcast.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00snr0w/episodes/downloads
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/b006mgxf/horizon
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Business
Something to think about…
Do businesses have a moral obligation to a wider group of 
people than just their shareholders/owners? 
To what extent does globalisation take wealth from the middle 
class of the western countries and transfer it to the middle 
classes of newly industrialising countries?

Something to read about…
www.bbc.co.uk/news/business constantly updates. Pick any 
stories that interest you, just read and do it often.
‘The Undercover Economist’ by Tim Harford is an easy read. 
The book (or audiobook) is broken into chapters and you 
don't need to read the lot in one go. 

Something to listen to…
Making fashion sustainable
Is the UK up for sale?
Could Carbon offsetting save the world's forests?
And of course DRAGON'S DEN and THE APPRENTICE (although 
both are more a TV show than a business really!)

Chemistry
Something to think about…
Will humans ever be able to synthesise chemicals in the same way 
nature can? How should Chemistry shape the sustainable 
development of our planet? Will we ever design the perfect drug? 
How would life be different without Chemistry?

Something to read about…
Royal Society of Chemistry website
New Scientist magazine
SENECA Learning - enrol on the OCR A-level Chemistry 
course
A-level Chemistry Revision site

Something to listen to…
Royal Society for Chemistry Podcast (click here) 
Periodic table podcast (click here)
Entropy (Order and Disorder) Energy (click here)
Secrets of the Super Elements (click here)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000dgcn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000d8t4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m000h0w2
https://www.rsc.org/
https://www.newscientist.com/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
http://www.a-levelchemistry.co.uk/
https://www.chemistryworld.com/podcasts
https://www.rsc.org/periodic-table/podcast
https://youtu.be/b7iuFIKmkN4
https://youtu.be/o-aPwGflqlA
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English Literature
Something to think about…
Why do different writers use different forms, such as poetry, 
novels and drama? How might our reaction to a text differ from 
that of the audience at the time when it was written? (context of 
production vs reception).

Something to read about…
‘Poems of the Decade: An Anthology of the Forward Books of 
Poetry’ is a set exam text and is full of very good 
contemporary poets - it would be a good idea to get a copy 
of this ahead of time and start enjoying it now.

Something to listen to…
The BBC's ‘The Verb’ is a podcast hosted by poet Ian McMillan, 
with guests including poets, authors, dramatists, comedians, 
journalists and artists. Secondly, Radio 4 have ‘In Our Time’ with 
the famous (Cumbrian!) Melvyn Bragg where he covers many 
topics with a group of expert guests each week.

French
Something to think about…
How does language reflect our identity? How and why do 
languages evolve? What do we lose when a language dies out?

Something to read about…
You will find some great articles for young adults in the 
magazine Phosphore. You can follow on Instagram 
#magphosphore or on Twitter @phosphoremag. Le Point 
also has some great content to develop your vocabulary 
and knowledge of Francophone issues. You can also find 
those on social media: #lepointfr and @lepoint.

Something to listen to…
Follow the latest in the Francophone world on 
www.tv5monde.com and www.france24.com

http://www.tv5monde.com/
http://www.france24.com/
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Geography
Something to think about…
What will our future world look like? Is sustainable development 
achievable? How can we manage the risk and impacts of future 
global pandemics?

Something to read about…
Published in the UK since 1935, Geographical is the official 
magazine of the Royal Geographical Society.
Wider Reading in Geography (here)

Something to listen to…
Royal Geographical Society; Ask the Experts podcast (here) The 
Ignorance Project TED talk (here)
Climate change TED talks (here)

Geology
Something to think about…
How does geology apply to your current or future life? For 
example – think about what you might encounter when digging 
foundations for a house or outbuilding. Why are some areas 
better for farming than others?

Something to read about…
Try the Highly Allocthtonous blog (here) or ideas for 
experiments at Earth Learning Idea (here).

Something to listen to…
The Geological Society podcasts (here) including Geoheritage
and the UK’s top Geological sites (here) and Fracked or Fiction? 
(here).

https://geographical.co.uk/
https://www.internetgeography.net/wider-reading-in-geography/
https://www.rgs.org/schools/teaching-resources/ask-the-expert-podcasts/
https://www.gapminder.org/ignorance/
https://www.ted.com/topics/climate+change
http://all-geo.org/highlyallochthonous/
https://www.earthlearningidea.com/
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/podcasts
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/PodcastGeoheritage
https://www.geolsoc.org.uk/PodcastFrackedFiction


5

History
Something to think about…
Is knowledge of the past ever certain? Why do accounts of the 
same historical event differ? What determines how historians 
select evidence and interpret events? What problems are posed 
for the study of history by changes in language and culture over 
time?

Something to read about…
A great starting point is History Today’s website. There are 
articles on EVERYTHING historical. Also, check out 
www.historyextra.com for lots of interesting articles.

Something to listen to…
If ‘Ye Newe Dallam History Podcast’ is not your thing, ‘You’re 
Dead To Me’ is the history podcast for people who don’t like 
history… and those who do. Greg Jenner brings together the best 
names in comedy and history to learn and laugh about the past 
on BBC Sounds.

Mathematics/Further Maths

Something to think about…
Does mathematics need language to be understood? Is 
mathematics in fact its own language? Did the human race invent 
mathematics or was it present in nature waiting to be 
discovered?

Something to read about…
Simon Singh is an author, journalist and TV producer, 
specialising in science and mathematics. Visit his website 
(www.simonsingh.net) and read his blog covering 
everything from The Simpsons to moonwalking with 
Einstein.

Something to listen to…
‘The Secrets of Mathematics’ is a series of podcasts from Oxford 
lecturers exploring the applications of mathematics, from 
medicine to economics and beyond. Available on iTunes.

http://www.historyextra.com/
http://www.simonsingh.net/
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Performing Arts
Something to think about…
Why are some people confident and others not? Why has 
performance been one of the most popular forms of 
entertainment since records began? Why do we still congregate 
in theatres like the Ancient Greeks did? Where did all good 
performers start their training?

Something to read about…
Any play ever written! The more knowledge the better. Try 
to vary the styles/genres and playwrights that you explore. 
Some favourites of mine are Simon Stephens , Mark 
Ravenhill, and Shelagh Stephenson (please be warned there 
is some very mature content in some of these plays) Oh and 
of course Shakespeare!

Something to listen to…
Frantic Assembly's digital library; arguably the best theatre 
company in the world! Watch Shakespeare’s chilling Scottish 
tragedy Macbeth realised by Emmy-winning magician Teller (of 
Penn & Teller); a startling, supernatural show brimming with 
magic, mayhem, and madness. 

Photography
Something to think about…
What does a photograph sound like? How can you use texture to 
create a sense of touch in photography? How could you 
photograph music?

Something to read about…
Aside from visiting photographic galleries and exhibitions, 
you could look at The British Journal of Photography (here) 
and Portfolio (here). A full reading list can be found (here).

Something to listen to…
‘The Art of Photography’ is worth subscribing to (here), as is 
Martin Bailey’s podcast for art, creativity as well as technical tips 
(here).

https://www.bloomsbury.com/author/simon-stephens-3358/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/author/mark-ravenhill/
https://www.bloomsbury.com/author/shelagh-stephenson/
https://www.franticassembly.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/1OU0cuGuPSk
https://photographyproject.uk/a-level/a-level-photography-reading-list/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/the-art-of-photography/id294540619?mt=2
https://martinbaileyphotography.com/podcasts/
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Physics
Something to think about…
Is our universe infinite? If it is already infinite, how can it be 
getting any bigger? And is there really only one?

Something to read about…
A great starting point is the Physics Review magazine. Lots 
of articles on the application of physics from Mapping 
Earth's Gravity to the physics of measurements and building 
film props. If you want to try out some of the challenges 
real physicists tackle using the physics you'll learn in Y12 & 
Y13, look at the NASA π day challenges.

Something to listen to…
'The Infinite Monkey Cage' is a light-hearted podcast available on 
BBC Sounds covering all things physics (click here). 'Sixty 
Symbols' is a great series of (60!) videos on the symbols of 
physics and astronomy (click here).

Politics
Something to think about…
Your generation is facing unprecedented levels of change. Should 
you have a say? What are the arguments in favour of lowering the 
voting age to 16?

Something to read about…
Remember to choose a balance between left and right 
leaning blogs. The lists of best political blogs on the 
Guardian site (here) and Vuelio (here) are a good place to 
start.

Something to listen to…
Check out the A Level Politics Show podcast (here) and BBC 
Radio 4’s Weekly Politics Review (here). The Bugle podcast is also 
a great satirical politics podcast hosted by comedians for a light-
hearted view from both sides of the Atlantic (here).

https://bit.ly/3cdYkMT
https://bit.ly/2y9Dm30
https://bit.ly/2xvqLae
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/nasapidaychallenge
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/nasapidaychallenge
https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/edu/nasapidaychallenge
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00snr0w
http://www.sixtysymbols.com/
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2010/mar/21/10-best-political-blogs
https://www.vuelio.com/uk/social-media-index/top-10-uk-political-blogs/
https://tunein.com/podcasts/Podcasts/The-A-Level-Politics-Show-p1243794/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qjfq/episodes/downloads
https://thebuglepodcast.com/
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Psychology
Something to think about…
Is free will a myth? Would you be a good eyewitness to a crime?

Something to read about…
Simply Psychology, Research digest and Psychology Review 
magazines available via Hodder Education

Something to listen to…
'PsychCrunch' The British Psychological Society research digest 
podcast (click here)

Religious Studies
Something to think about…
How would you decide which statues can remain standing and 
which should be toppled because they honour racists? 

Something to read about…
Arts and Letters Daily tackles up to date philosophical issues 
(here).

Something to listen to…
Try ‘Philosophy Bites’ – a podcast of top philosophers on bite-
sized topics (here), or the BBC’s ‘In Our Time’ (here).

https://www.simplypsychology.org/
https://digest.bps.org.uk/
https://digest.bps.org.uk/podcast/
http://www.aldaily.com/
https://nigelwarburton.typepad.com/philosophy_bites/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01f0vzr
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Spanish
Something to think about…
Why are traditions and festivals important to maintain a strong 
Hispanic culture? What are the differences between life in Spain 
and in Latin America?

Something to read about…
To get up to date with Spanish news and current affairs, 
take a look at the daily Spanish newspaper www.elpais.com
online. Scan the headlines and pick out ONE article that 
grabs your attention. Or try looking at the 
www.bbc.com/mundo for BBC reporting in Spanish and click 
on videos for clips and reports in Spanish.

Something to listen to…
Listen to a Spanish radio station Cadena Dial 
(https://play.cadenadial.com). This station plays only Spanish 
music with plenty of current pop songs.

Sociology
Something to think about…
What makes you a British citizen? What are fundamental British 
values and how are we taught them?

Something to read about…
The Sociological Review has a series of essays that make 
interesting further reading (here).

Something to listen to…
Podcasts worth reviewing include The Sociological Review (here) 
and the BBC’s Thinking Aloud podcast (here).

Sport & Exercise Science 
Something to think about…
Technology in Sport; cheating or evolution? Should a performer 
use dynamic or static stretching before competition? Should 
global events such as the Olympics include all countries 
regardless of political issues?

Something to read about…
YouGov is a Sports Research company with lots of 
interesting, thought provoking articles. Also check out UK 
Sport for everything Team GB.
Good Books: ‘How Bad Do You Want It?: Mastering the 
Psychology of Mind Over Muscle’ by Matt Fitzgerald and 
‘Bounce: the Science of Success’ by Matthew Syed.

Something to listen to…
Podcasts discussing topical sports talking points. ‘Sportsworld’ 
and ‘Flintoff, Savage and the Ping Pong Guy’, both available on 
BBC Sounds.

http://www.elpais.com/
http://www.bbc.com/mundo
https://play.cadenadial.com/
https://www.thesociologicalreview.com/category/structure/essays/
https://www.thesociologicalreview.com/category/structure/podcasts/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05
https://sport.yougov.com/
http://www.uksport.gov.uk/
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