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We all returned to school focused on a fresh 
new year and we've certainly hit the ground 
running... Literally, in the case of our Glow 
in the Park joggers, who took to the 6km 
challenge like ducks to water (or in their case, 
a slime pit). Read our student report on page 
three.  

This half term has also seen trips to 
Splashdown, ice hockey, and Ready2Climb, 
not to mention the in-house events organised 
by our indefatigable houseparents. Happy 
reading!

This half term. . .
... we've been Poole splashing, scaling the walls and Glowing 
for charity. Welcome to our new joiners and welcome back to 
our old hands!
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Keep up to date with our 
Houses on Twitter: 
@Coombe_House,               
@LisburyHouse and                    
@Macmillan_House.   

We'd love to hear from you. 
Please send any comments or 
suggestions to: ssimms@sexeys.
somerset.sch.uk
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O c t o b e r  2017

Boarding Action - Update

Since last writing, we have appointed a new Head of Boarding, Mr Matt Kiely, who is 
serving his notice and will take up the post on 1st January 2018. Mr Kiely is currently 
Housemaster and Teacher of PE and Geography at Reddam House in Reading, 
Berkshire, and has previously been Head of Boarding at Walden School in Essex and 
Alexanders College in Suffolk, where he led boarding through a successful renaissance 
and inspection. A graduate of both Loughborough and Durham Universities, Mr Kiely 
has also taught in South Africa and played representative rugby and basketball. We 
look forward to introducing him to all parents in due course. 

I will be taking over oversight of boarding once Mr Latif leaves on Friday, and members 
of the Senior Leadership Team have also each been assigned a boarding house to 
manage in the short term until Mr Kiely joins us.

We have learned that our Ofsted monitoring visit will now be scheduled for the new 
term and will keep you updated when we know further details. Gill Kelly, Interim Head
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On September 9th 2017, our boarding 
students took up the challenge of the ultimate 
night time neon 6km run: Glow in the Park 
Longleat. Year 8 Lisbury boarder Lilly Nuttall-
Redman reports: 

"We all went down to Coombe House to 
get ready - painted up in neon paints and 
headbands - and there was a real buzz in the 
air.  After tea, we all took to the minibuses and 
got to Longleat in time for the pre-darkness 
warm up sessions and disco. The park was 
absolutely packed! 

"As the night fell, they set the runners off in 
staggered groups.  At last it was our chance 
to run and the course was incredible - we 
dodged lazers, ran through foam pits, and the 
best (or worst!) bit was the slime pit Glow 
Zone. Absolutely disgusting!

"We all had such a good time, I'll definitely be 
doing it again next year!"

Glow in the Park is held at sites throughout 
the UK, www.glowinthepark.co.uk.

GLOW IN THE PARK
The new school year started in multicolour as the three 
boarding houses took a trip to Longleat for its Glow in the 
Park run, which supports homeless charity Alabaré.
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LET'S GO BISONS!
SATURDAY 30 SEPTEMBER

Our boarders took a trip rink-
side to watch the mighty Sherfield 
School Basingstoke Bisons - 2015/16 
EPIHL Champions - in action.

T R I P S  A N D 
V I S I T S

What we've been up to
Here's a snapshot of some of our recent trips and visits, as 
told by our boarding students...

READY2CLIMB
SATURDAY 14 OCTOBER

Mr Brailey and our boarders 
scaled the heights at Ready2Climb 
Adventure Zone in Yeovil this month, 
after a weekend of cinema and 
bowling the week before.



SPLASHDOWN
SATURDAY 9 SEPTEMBER

SPLASH!! Our boarders slipped, slid and splashed their way through their trip to 
Splashdown Water Park in Poole.  

Bertie Harvey-Larmar, a Year 7 Coombe boarder reported, "It was my first time at 
Splashdown and it was great! The best bit was the slides, they had grades for how 
steep they were and my favourite was definitely the ones marked 'Severe'! The trip to 
McDonalds on the way home was much needed..."
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  S T U D E N T  S N A P S H OT

This week Macmillan Housemistress Mrs Janie Budd has been speaking to her 
boarders about her journey towards recovery from her second fight with 
cancer. They are celebrating with her for completing Stage 1 of that journey 
after a successful operation, and supporting her as she prepares for Stage 2, a 
course of chemotherapy.

Mrs Budd says, "I have been utterly overwhelmed by the support of students 
and colleagues in Macmillan, and throughout the school. The boarders are my 
first priority and being Housemistress to such a wonderful group has helped 
me to find my fight to take this on for the second time. I am so grateful to 
them. What a testamony we are to Douglas Macmillan, ex-student and founder 
of Macmillan Cancer Care, after whom our house is named!"

Rory Parnell,  Year 9 boarder at Macmillan added, "We're a family in Macmillan 
and we really respect Mrs Budd for being open with us about her journey 
to recovery. We're so glad to be supporting her through it - we're looking 
forward to our wig party in a month's time and have a challenge to see who 
can find the most extravagant hat!."

      
           

O N  T H E  J O U R N E Y

BELOW: Treasure hunt up at the Dovecote in 
beautiful Bruton

BELOW: Hushed tones for the movie night 
in Macmillan

Mr Straker-Nesbit calls the numbers for 
the in-house Bingo Night (below)



BELOW: Shepton Mallet Park Run - 
personal bests on the line!

LEFT AND BELOW: Such a shame that 
Glastonbury is taking a year out. We're 

confident we could entertain the pyramid 
crowd #bandherotournament



YEAR 7 SOCIALS
Reporting by Jimena Toledano and Molly Hutchinson, Year 7 boarders in Macmillan House

"There were loads of activities organised for our induction weekend. I (Jimena) played Rounders 
for the first time! Then we all went to the school pool for a swimming session. We took part in a 
treasure hunt that was arranged around Sexey's and we have Year 7 interhouse socials organised 
where we play games in the evening like Jenga and making mummies, and just chat and get to 
know each other. It's been easy to make friends.

"The Houseparents do a great job of waking us up in the mornings! Sometimes it can be a bit of 
a shock, but we're getting used to it."

A few dates for your diaries:

7 November: Acoustic Night (music open mic night in school), 7pm
13-17th November: Year 11 internal examinations
24th November: Year 10 Parents' Evening
26th November: Sixth Form boarders return from exeat, 6pm onwards
27th November: Sixth Form Assessment Day (Years 7-11 Home Study Day)
27th Novermber: Years 7-11 boarders return from exeat, 6pm onwards
30 November: School Pantomime, 7pm
6-13th December: Sixth Form examinations
12 December: Christmas Concert, 7.30pm
15 December: Christmas Carol Concert, St Mary's Church
15 December: Christmas holidays commence

CO M I N G  U P. . .


